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A: Sump has been shortened to absorb the survey 
connection errors.
B: Inlet is possibly Squality Street.
C: Breakthrough Window.
D: Unsurveyed area of rifts with the possible position 
of the Key Boulder dotted. It is possible to climb down 
into rift “X” from the S end of the Key Boulder.
E: End of old survey centre line in Wild Mare.
F: Dashed blue line is an earlier dive from below the 
Breakthrough Window (C) that went to a mud choke to 
the north and into a blind passage to the south. 27m of 
dive line were laid. This route does not connect with 
downstream Crap Passage.
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NOTE 
The Fred Whitton Series is over 1km 
in length and is a quite complicated 
series on the green and blue levels. 
The Series is currently (2016) entered 
to the south of Fisticuffs in 
Botchergate.
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cairn on
boulder

rubble &
calcite floor

hole in floor

closes
up
boulder

mouldy spider
rat droppings
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After the re-survey and extensions in 
this confusing area at the end of  the 
summer 2014, batch 10_01 has been 
replaced and extended by batch 
14_02. 
The link-in stations have also been 
significantly altered. 
See previous survey, version 2.17
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Sistema de Torca la Vaca
Explored and surveyed by the Matienzo Caves Project Expeditions 2008 - 2017

Hornedo, Entrambasaguas, Cantabria

Version 2.26 - Corrections to Bathtime area (batch 16_12) Printed full size, at 1:500, this survey requires 
a sheet about 330cm wide by 530cm long

Note A: (PS4/PE4) Ramp up from chamber over a lip to a 6m drop on the left to a small chamber with a rock 
floor. This has a rift about 5m long and up to 1m wide with a straight drop,  32m deep, with a pool at the base. 
Bolts were placed for descent but remains undescended. On the right a crawl soon chokes. However, this could 
also be the initial explorations for the nearby Crap Passage.
Note B: (PE2) p27 to a possible flat floor. Not explored.
Note C: (PE5) A deep rift under boulders which requires much gardening.
Note D: (PE1) An 8m ramp then approximately 20m to a choke. Not enough tackle on 31/7/08.
Note E: (PS2) Traverse by wedging across top of rift. After 15m a small chamber is reached with a continuation 
on the right which starts to get small after 10m.
Note F: (PS1) A 30m deep pitch. At the base a rift goes through to a parallel shaft coming from above. No way 
on. Halfway down the pitch, a landing on boulders has a second drop to the west which is undescended.
Note G: The passage at the start of the upper series in the west wall was climbed to a small too-tight passage 
and a wide but impossibly tight bedding plane. No discernable draught. Passage seen heading off for approx 
30m. Would need Mandy or similar and a long pointy persuading stick for further progress. Rift at bottom of 
passage going off west was not descended and not know how far this goes. Would benefit from a handline to 
get back out. (Not surveyed)
Note H: The 'tall rift' also in the west wall at the start of the upper series was climbed by Barny. Very tight and 
awkward. The tube in the roof at the end looks climbable but would require placing a few bits of protection. (Not 
surveyed)
Note I: The 4m 'pot' at the draughting boulder choke area was descended by Barny. Led to an area of 
interconnecting hands & knees crawls in glutinous mud which obviously backs up with water. Needs checking 
and drawing up properly. There is also a 2m climb up the wall above the 'pot' which appears to head into a 
narrow rift going west. Again, all this area needs proper documentation. (Not surveyed)
Note J: ‘Looks to close in?' actually doesn't. A climb up and bold step leads to around 200m passage/chambers 
- all oxbows on oxbows. One heads further south to emerge in high level window overlooking main passage. 
Explored by Barny but no survey kit present. The passage going up at the entrance is approx 2.5m wide and 1m 
high. Enlarges considerably once through. Difficult slippy traverse above drop to get back out.

Routes to Lake Bassenthwaite 
Photographers’ Passage should not be used; there are alternative routes.
The aim is to reach where the only route  to the  is down a tight p5 and larger p6 to the S.7-Way Chamber Lake

The p12 can be reached through a crawl to the S of the  or, not recommended, missing out Garage Party
the traverse, through  and turning back east and N.Penguin Passage

At the base of p12, a climb up to the  to the west leads to a p8 down into  Pitch Bypass Gour Passage
heading S from  toParadise Regain’d  7-Way Chamber.
Alternatively, not recommended, at the base of the p12, heading north in the rift leads to a rift to the 
west which ends at then S through toParadise Regain’d  Gour Passage  7-Way Chamber

The p12 can be missed out and a route taken through  to the junction at the Penguin Passage Buttermere 
pitch. A walk to the south ends at a T-junction and a hands-and-knees crawl to the  that drops head of a p17
into the 7-Way Chamber

Version Notes
v2.02 Additions and amendments to 1:  and 2:  west of . boulder choke area high level Satterthwaite Tarn Chamber
(Dave Gledhill)
v2.03 22/9/08 50m grid, border and area map added.
v2.04 14/10/08 Note J added and some minor changes.
v2.05 17/10 RL email - below p6 into  not correct? Squality Street  chamber

 and  sketches added. Can You Hear the Buzzing Fisticuffs in Botchergate
Unsurveyed rift passage low rubble passage Cumberland Pencil  beyond duck added. Added  detail beyond 
Factory 
v2.06 18/1/09 Minor edit: bolt climb to alcove 50m S or Red Pike Junction.
v2.07 30/5/09 Easter 2009 extensions up Scafell Aven.
v2.08 21/9/09 Summer 2009 extensions. Note that old stations at each end of the 1 Haverflatts Lane loop are 
fixed in Survex, hence the drawings were moved about / rotated slightly etc. to fit the centre line.
v2.09 15/7/10 Easter 2010 extensions added. Batches 10_01, 10_02.
v2.10 13/9/10 Summer 2010 extensions added. Batches 10_03 - 10_08. (Batch 10_04 is resurvey)
v2.11 16/5/11 Easter 2011 extensions added. Batches 11_02 and 11_03. (Batch 11_01 to come)
v2.12 24/5/11 Sketch of 11_04 (Buttermere dive) added + upstream Wild Mare sketch
v2.13 (11_01 still to come). 11_05 added
v2.14 11_01 added. 12_01 added - . Also upstream The Vaca to Wild Mare dive connection Buttermere to 
Whitworth Series sketch. Note: Wild Mare has not been plotted on this survey. It may be when Peña
v2.18 Batch 14_01 replaces 10_01. Batches 14_02, 03, 04 also added: Hardknott, Fanny Bramble & Should 
Have Gone to SpecSavers. The connection up to BigMat Calf Hole has revealed errors in the underground 
surveying. The new centre line, with Vaca and BMCH entrances tied in to the correct places, is now used to align 
new survey batches (starting with 14_01). Each batch starts at a previous end point, i.e. most of the old drawn 
survey has not been twisted and moved (as in Therion) to fit over the newly adjusted centre line. 
However, passages to the northeast and southwest of Ed’s Birthday Passage have been adjusted to fit 
the new centre line. Much more precise positioning is found on the area map where the adjusted centre line 
links the entrances.
v2.19 Batches 14_05 - 14_12 added. 
14_05: Roa Island. 14_06: Let it Snow. 14_07: Meathop Passage. 14_08: Grange-over-Sands.
14_09: Roose Chamber. 14_10: Oxbow. 14_11: Gillinggate & Capt French Lane.
14_12:  Should Have Gone to Surveying School & Banger No. 5. Batch 14_12 replaces Cow12.34 to 
cow12.54,all of vaca21 and 2889_14_04.ac to 2889_14_04.t
v2.20 Batches 15-01 - 15_06 added.
15-01 & 15_03 Deep Rifts Passage. 15_02 extensions to Should Have Gone to Survey School. 15-04: Doldy’s 
Draughting Rift. 15_05: West of Pont Aven. 15_06: Loop east of Glove Junction back to Ed’s Birthday Passage. 
Also survey notes altered after trip to S end, 9/4/2015.
v2.21 Batches 15_07 - 15_10 added: end of Deep Rifts Passage to Cueva Cuba Libre and Doldy’s Draughting 
Rift extension. Addition of new entrances: Cueva Cuba Libre; Torca del Ciervo (with survey) and The Langdales. 
v2.22 Connecting pitch from 4117 surveyed so the outline position of Ciervo adjusted slightly.
v2.23 Substantial extensions to Suit Wrecker Inlet added: “Bernard” and “Friday the 13th Passage”. (Batches 
15_11 and 15_12.) Also amendments to the Suit Wrecker 3 & 4 areas.
v2.24 Over a km added in batch 16_01, the Fred Whitton Series on the blue and green levels. Other batches 
added are 16_02 - 16_06. More captions on “Friday 13th Passage”. Extension to “Doldy’s Draughting Rift” noted.
v2.25 A major update with additions and amendments. Various passages moved, but many now approximate to 
the centre line. Batches 16_07 to 16_17 incorporated:
16_07: Southern loop near the start of the Fred Witton Series.
16_08: The clean-washed fossils rift off Wrynose Pass.
16_09: The connection between Pablo’s Peppers Passage and Wrynose Pass through Tubular Mud Chamber.
16_10: Passage south of Scafell Aven, west of batch 16_17.
16_11: A batch (parts 1 to 8) surveying new passage and previously trod routes and providing more detail for 
surveyed passages between the White Havens and the north of the 1st Terminal Choke.
16_12: Low level routes from Lake Coniston into Bathtime.
16_13: Extensions in the 1st Terminal Choke linking through to the Rib Tickler area then heading upstream to 
link in south of Don't Make Me Laugh.
16_14: Extension to the west of Shoulder of Mutton
16_15: Finalising the survey at the of Doldy's Draughting Rift.
16_16: Short connection in the orange level above Fred Witton (east).
16_17: Corrections and additions around the Scafell Aven area to Fisticuffs in Botchergate.
V2.26 Corrections around the Bathtime area (batch 16_12)
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Surveyed mainly to BCRA 5c; also using DistoX Drawn in Corel Draw by Juan Corrin

(First draft Easter 08 survey drawn by Patrick Warren)

The system includes sites 
2889: Torca La Vaca; 
30T 448258 4801193 
767: Cave of the Wild Mare;
30T 447971 4801318  
3916: Big Mat Calf Hole); 
30T 448564 4800273
4182: Cueva Cuba Libre;
30T 448423 4800614 
4117: Doldy’s Cave (Cueva del 
Ciervo)
30T 448502 4800345
(including 3034: The Langdales
30T 448442 4800299)

Surveyors: Diane Arthurs, Martin Barnicott, Dave Bell, James Carlisle, Lloyd Cawthorne, Rauol Charman, Tom Clayton, Simon Cornhill, 
Anthony Day, Dave Dillon, Paul Dold, Jess Eades, Peter Eagan, Dave Foxton, Paul Fretwell, Mandy Fu, Dave Gledhill, Bob Grimes, Ed 
Harrison, Colin Hayward, Chris Hibberts, Dan Hibberts, Tom Howard, Andy Latimer, Johnny Latimer, Jude Latimer (Onions), Simon Latimer, 
Becka Lawson, Jim Lister, Steve Martin, Alasdair Neill, Pete O’Neill, John Palmer, Phil Papard, James Pemberton, John Pemberton, Andy 
Pringle, Torben Redder, Alex Ritchie, Tony Rooke, Sue Ryall, Bill Sherrington, Carmen Smith, Mark Smith, Peter Smith, Will Stewart, Julian 
Todd, Bob Toogood, Mike Topsom, Santi Urrutia, Djuke Veldhuis, Patrick Warren, Jez Wong, James Wood.

Details of all the surveyed batches including dates and surveyors are found in the description of the Torca la Vaca system. (QR code above)

See Notes section 2.18 for further details regarding survey accuracy
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site 4117 @ 30T 0448502 4800345 altitude 168m
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The Langdales entrance

site 4117: Doldy’s Cave (Cueva del Ciervo)

http://www.matienzocaves.org.uk/descrip/2889.htm

