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Cheers
. Pete

soon gets.very small. So the original tight rift is still to be enlarged in the summer. Then
Photos 1 and 3 should be vertical obviously even if the email turns them on their side.
0670-PS-2023whit-1.JPG

perhaps the cave can be surveyed. For now, some more photos.
5.4MB
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El 11 jun 2023, a las 10:43, Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol com> escribid:

|
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Hola Vicente,

Estoy en el proceso de volver a dibujar la topo de Vallina, incorporando sus topos y doblando y moviendo secciones para que encajen.
Adjunto parte de la topo con su dibujo de Galeria Blanca.

La linea central morada se ajusta desde el Tocadome a través de una ampliacién y luego hacia el este hasta la camara grande.
Entonces, ;los puntos X1 y X2 son iguales? Si es asi, X3 y X4 son lo mismo, ilo cual tiene sentido!

¢La cdmara mas grande es el Segundo Abismo?

¢Dénde entra Walkie Talkie Passage en tu camara mas grande?

Saludos

[Original]

Hi Vicente,

I'm in the process of redrawing the Vallina survey, incorporating your surveys and bending and moving sections to fit. Attached is part of
the survey with your Galeria Blanca drawing.

The purple centre line fits from the Tocadome through an enlargement then east to the large chamber.

SummEL  Zo23
— : — 0670
From: Peter Smith (smithwpeter2004@yahoo.es)
To uzueka@aol.com
: ‘ Date: Monday, 5 June 2023 at 21:22 BST
_ : | Hello Juan
How's everything? Andy and | went back to 0670. We've dug out a second tight rift, which
=
_ ]

So are points X1 and X2 the same? If so, X3 and X4 are the same, which makes some sense!
The larger chamber is the Second Abyss?

Where does Walkie Talkie Passage enter your larger chamber?

Regards,

Juan

Juan Corrin
UK : 015242 62809
Mobile: 0044 7815 745072




Re: Cueva Vallina

from Vicente Barraguet (vbarraguet@gmail.com) ’

To uzueka@aol.com

Date: Tuesday, 13 June 2023 at 22:19 BST

Hola Juan,

Perdona por tardar en contestar, tengo mucho trabajo.

Te hago un breve resumen de los trabajos realizados tltimamente y te contesto en rojo. El préximo agosto estaremos del 1 al 7 en Matienzo ( Campo Base Bar German) para seguir
trabajando en Vallina.

Calculo que seremos 25 personas aproximadamente espero g nos veamos y poder aclarar dudas. Igualmente si en esas fechas necesitdis algin tipo de ayuda en vuestras Exploracic
contar con nosotros, nos gustaria colaborar mas con vosotros.

Resumen:

En diferentes ataques realizamos una escalada en la zona norte de la Sala Grande (1) terminando la escalada en una galeria horizontal en la gue tras pocos metros encontramos un [
que se abre en el suelo, al descender el pozo este se divide en dos, descendemos el de mayor volumen y al bajar vemos que estamos en el Segundo Abismo, el descenso nos deja e
galeria de los Fojillones, por debajo del walkie talkie Passage, volvemas topografiando. (Pasaré datos antes de agosto)
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En el Cristal Passage realizamos una escalada de 80m aprox. Esta conduce por galerias horizontales a una ventana en la parte superior de Primer Abismo y a otras incognitas pendie
~ de explorar y topografiar. g

Seguimos escalando Novadome, hemos descartado incognitas a 30m de altura en el primer anillo la Unica posible continuacién aqui es un meandro estrecho q inicia tras un resalte, a
revisar este meandro encontramos signos de paso por lo que descartamos seguir por aqui y volvimos atrds para seguir escalando, estamos a 76m de la base, la altura no la sé por qu
Disto no mide aun el techo (+80m).

Fin resumen

Entonces, ¢los puntos X1-y X2 son iguales? NO, no son iguales, la Sala Grande (1) se accede desde el inicio de penitents, no es el Segundo Abbis
/La camara mas grande es el Segundo Abismo? No
¢ Donde entra Walkie Talkie Passage en tu caémara més grande? No esta conectado aqui

! He de revisar los datos de las topografiay te los enviaré con la topo general antes de agosto.
Un saludo
' . Vicente Barraquet

E e AN

Hello Juan,

Sorry for the delay in answering, | have a lot of work.

— | give you a brief summary of the work done recently and | answer you in red. Next August we will be in

Matienzo (Bar German Base Camp) from 1 to 7 to continue working in Vallina. o
| estimate that we will be approximately 25 people. | hope we will see each other and be able to clarify doubts.
Likewise, if you need some kind of help in your Explorations on those dates, count on us, we would like to
collaborate more with you.
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[ Summaﬁ:

In different attacks we made a climb in the north area of the Sala Grande (1) finishing the climb in a horizontal
gallery where after a few meters we found a well that opens into the ground, when descending the well it is
divided into two, We descend the one with the largest volume and when we go down we see that we are in the

Second Abyss, the descent leaves us in the Fojillones gallery, below the walkie talkie Passage, we return
surveying. (I will pass data before August)

In the Cristal Passage we made a climb of 80m approx. This leads through horizontal galleries to a window at
the top of the First Abyss and other unknowns pending exploration and surveying.

So are the points X1 and X2 the same? NO, they are not the same, the Big Room (1) is accessed from the
beginning of penitents, it is not the Second Abbis,
The largest chamber is the Second Abyss? No

Where does Walkie Talkie Passage fit into your larger camera? You are not logged in here

|

\ I have to review the topography data and | will send it to you with the general topography before August.
All the best

|

OBA test in Arredondo

From: Peter Smith (smith_peter2004@yahoo.es)

To: uzueka@aol.com

Date:  Sunday, 18 June 2023 at 17:34 BST

Hello Juan

With Guy (and Patrick) we've done a test from 1757 Sumidero de Fuentes, or rather the
'impenetrable crack' after the stream re-appears out of 3270. Detectors were put in 1747, 4822
and 3278 (Barcena Morel), and in Comellante in case it went the other way. The OBA was put

detector he left on 3rd June. '

Seeing that it's a private water supply, and the owner can be a bit grumpy, as you report on the

website, I'd be careful about giving it much publicity, apart from in the water tracing section of
the website.

Cheers
Pete

1
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Fwd: La espada de Ruchano

O (03/323%
From: Dave Linton (dave.linton@hendrecoed.org.uk)

To:  juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk

Date: Monday, 19 June 2023 at 10:58 BST

Juan

Abit cheeky, but | thought | would contact Dr Ignacio and send him copies of my photos from 1975 - with the result
below.

If | hear anything from him about the lead isotope analysis I'll pass it on to you. However, should you so wish, feel
free to contact Dr Ignacic yourself.

Cheers

Dave

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ignacio Montero Ruiz <ignacio.montero@cchs.csic.es>
Subject: Re: La espada de Ruchano

Date: 19 June 2023 at 09:49:47 BST

To: Dave Linton <dave.linton@hendrecoed.org.uk>

Estimado David,

me alegro que le interesara el video y muchas gracias por el envio de las fotos del descubrimiento.
Estoy publicando la informacién sobre la procedencia con isétopos de plomo de la espada y espero
acordarme de enviarle copia de la publicacién. Es una pieza de gran valor e interés, por lo que su
descubrimiento y que lo comunicara y entregara a las instituciones espafolas tiene atin mas mérito
Un cordial saludo

Ignacio

El 18/06/2023 a las 21:53, Dave Linton escribi¢:
Estimado Dr Ignacio
Acabo de encontrarme con su articulo 'Pieza del Mes' en
https://www.europapress .es/cantabria/noticia-espada-ruchano-cierra-ciclo-pieza-mes-
mupac-2021-20211102160303.html
Me alegré mucho ver el articulo ya que fui la persona que descubri6 la espada en 1975.
Incluyo algunas fotografias de la espada tomadas poco después de encontrarla que

pueden ser de su interés.

Me temo que he tenido que traducir este mensaje por maquina ya que tengo muy poco
espanol, asi que disculpe cualquier infelicidad en él.

Tuyo sinceramente

David Linton
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Nuevo agujero - @

From: CARLOS LAMOILE MARTINEZ (llambriales@gmail.com)
To:  juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk

Date: Monday, 26 June 2023 at 16:35 BST 6“5&; 3 ?}76 >

Hola Juan, te escribo por lo siguiente.

Me ha comentado una amiga y vecina de La Collada que en la carretera de acceso debajo del asfalto se ha abierto

un socavén y que posee mucha profundidad, han echado vari i ij
it st Moo srontning varias carretillas de grijo y se lo ha tragado observando

Te lo digo, por si queréis echarlo un vistazo. i « B
Un saludo. - L@Cwﬁm foLJuP oM C,G\wimt_r '

Carlos Lamoile
686790233 |lambriales@gmail.com
_ https://www.facebook.com/llambriales.carlos

Hellg Juan, I am writing to you for the following.
A friend and neighbor of La Collada has told me that a hole has been opened
under Ehehas§;alt on the access road and that it is very deep, they have thrown
several wheelbarrows of grijo and she has swallowed i i i i
TR e wed it, noting that it has quite
- I am sending you the location of it, it is i
: in front of a wooden post in th
place on the map that I attached where the hand appears. g °

I'm telling you, in case you want to take a look.
| All the best.

Life continues in Cueva del Gusnardo (#5150)
from La Cambera blog, 2/7/2023. Photos from blog on computer.

Day chosen to go to finish the Cueva del Gusnardo and survey the last part of the cave, a meander that
progressively shtinks ending in a narrow passage, it was the last thing we had found on the previous visit. At
mid-morning the Passage of the Sphincter engulfs us, this time it does not have liquid mud as on other
occasions,'we walk through the cave to the Galeria del Desorden and we arrive at the Galeria del Perejilu
where the topography was pending. While Gustavo and Adriel begin to survey, Fede goes ahead to correctly
install the Pozo del Compadre, which last time, due to forgetting the drill battery, we had to descend with this
technique. We arrive at Paso del Perejilu surveying, a narrow pass that on this occasion presents us with
water. After overcoming it we access the well. At that very moment, Fede struggles in solitude to overcome
the pass of the meander. A descending meander, whose walls are broken, dark, narrow and with a small
watercourse. He attacks him headlong, reaching a point where he locks in and can't back down. The scene is
like that of a fat neonate trying to get out of Gusnardo's womb. After a few bodily contractions he manages

| to finally get expelled into life completely wet and sweaty. Childbirth has deposited him in a large room full of

' blocks, the Birth Room. The room is unusual for the gallery sizes that prevail in the cave. Between the blocks
you can see a bottomless continuation which requires rope. But we have no more rope.

| There is still life in the Cueva del Gusnardo.
The result of the topography up to the Pozo del Compadre is 350 meters and -83 meters of unevenness.
Participants: Fede, Adriel and Gustavo

{
|
1
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! Continua la vida en la Cueva del Gusnardo (#5150)
| Dia elegido para ir a dar por finalizada la Cueva del Gusnardo y topografiar la ultima parte de la cueva, un meandro que se encoge
i progresivamente finalizando en un paso estrecho, era lo dltimo que habiamos encontrado en la visita anterior. A media mafiana el
I Paso del Esfinter nos engulle, esté vez no tiene barro liquido como en otras ocasiones, recorremos la cueva hasta la Galeria del

| Desordeny llegamos a la Galeria del Perejilu donde quedd pendiente la topografia. Mientras Gustavo y Adriel comienzan a

| topografiar, Fede se adelanta para ir instalando correctamente el Pozo del Compadre, el cual la dltima vez, debido al olvido de Ia
| bateria del taladro, tuvimos que descender con dicha técnica.

— A




9 Llegamos al Paso del Perejilu topografiando, paso estrecho qu

e en esta ocasién se nos presenta con agua. Tras superarlo accedemos

| paso del meandro. Un meandro descendente, cuyas paredes se
beza llegando un momento en el que se encaja y no puede
del Gusnardo . Tras unas cuantas contracciones

do. El parto le ha depositado en una gran sala
dominan en la cueva. Entre los blogues

al pozo. En ese mismo momento Fede, lucha en soledad por superar €
rompen, OScuro, estrecho y con un pequefio curso de agua. Le ataca de ca
retroceder. La escena es como la de un neonato gordu intentando salir del utero
corporales consigue salir expulsado por fin a la vida completamente mojado y suda
llena de blogues, la Sala del Nacimiento. La sala es inusual para los tamafios de galeria que pre
se puede ver una continuacién desfondada la cual exige cuerda. Pero no tenemos mds cuerda.

Aun hay vida en la Cueva del Gusnardo. ‘
El resultado de la topografia hasta el Pozo del Compadre es de 350 metros y -83 metros de desnivel.

Participantes: Fede, Adriel y Gustavo

%

Site 5150 Cueva del Gusnardo (Cambera blog gth July, with photos))

Never say this is over in Cueva del Gusnardo.

“When you think it's all over, there will always be a narrow and challenging passage at the last moment, surrounded by
huge unstable blocks that you must clear and overcome. But don't worry, you have the strength to clear the way and
keep going! Remember that each obstacle is an opportunity to grow, add meters and show that you are not shit.” -Mr.

Wonderful

This phrase that overflows with wisdom is exactly what has happened to us twice in today's new journey of exploration.

After going down the Pozo del Compadre and overcoming the meander of the Utero, we headed for the Nativity Gallery. \

A large gallery, compared to what has been discovered so far, 30 meters long and 8 meters wide. This gallery leads to ) J

the Birth Room. A collapsed room with huge blocks with a couple of accesses to its lower part and where after

reviewing a multitude of steps between blocks we did not find a continuation, concluding the exploration. g
But when we are going up the room we look at an opening whose direction does not match what we see below the

room. We go back down to the room and with the help of the light from our headlights, we locate a small, well-

camouflaged passage that, after clearing it, leads to an 11-meter well (Pozo de la Arena). We descend the well to its .
base. The first impression is final, the same as the Room of the Nativity. The base appears with another barrage of large
blocks with a multitude of cavities.

We return to find another passage that must be unblocked again and that leads us to a small ramp, which after a gallery
in s and a small down-climb, all screened with small blocks that continually crumble, leads us to a room of good
dimensions and where We can see two apparently parallel wells of a good diameter through which the cave continues
(Sala de los Dos Pozos) and which we left pending due to lack of material.

On this occasion we have finished the cave on two occasions. In previous days we considered it finished a few more
times, but there we continue.

With what was explored this time, the development is 455 meters of development and -135 unevenness

The morphology of the cave is mainly based on short-circuiting galleries, which have been formed independently, to

continue its journey through narrow passages.

Nunca digas esto se acaba en la Cueva del Gusnardo A4
«Cuando pienses gue todo ha acabado, siempre habra un estrecho y desafiante paso en el dltimo instante, rodeado de enormes s
bloques inestables que deberas desobstruir y superar. Pero no te preocupes, {td tienes la fuerza para despejar el camino y seguir
adelante! Recuerda que cada obstaculo es una oportunidad para crecer, sumar metrosy demostrar que no eres un mierda.» -Mr.

Wonderful

Esta frase que desborda sabiduria es exactamente lo que nos ha pasado por dos veces en la nueva jornada de exploracion de hoy.

Tras bajar el Pozo del Compadre y superar el meandro del Utero, enfilamos la Galeria del Nacimiento. Una gran galeria, en

comparacién con lo descubierto hasta ahora, de 30 metros de larga y 8 de ancha.

Esta galeria da paso a la Sala del Nacimiento. Una sala colapsada con enormes bloques con un par de accesos a su parte mds baja y B
en donde después de revisar multitud de pasos entre bloques no encontramos continuacién dando por acabada la exploracion.

Pero cuando estamos remontando la sala nos fijamos en una abertura cuya direccién no nos cuadra con lo visto debajo de la sala. : F
Volvemos a bajar a la salay con ayuda de |a luz de nuestras frontales, ubicamos un peguefio paso muy bien camuflado y que tras

desobstruirlo da paso a un pozo de 11 metros (Pozo de la Arena).
Descendemos el pozo hasta su base. La primera impresién es de final, la misma de la Sala del Nacimiento. La base aparece con otro

aluvién de grandes bloques con multitud de oquedades.

Volvemos a encontrar otro paso que nuevamente hay que desobstruir y que nos lleva a una pequefia rampa, gue tras una galeriaens
y un pequefio destrepe, todo ello tamizado de pequefios bloques que se desmoronan continuamente, nos lleva a una sala de buenas
dimensiones y donde podemos ver dos pozos aparentemente paralelos de buen didmetro por donde continua la cueva (Sala de los
Dos Pozos) y que dejamos pendiente por falta de material.

En esta ocasion hemos dado por acabada la cueva en dos ocasiones. En jorn
mas, pero ahi seguimos.

Con lo explorado esta ocasion el desarrollo es de 455 metros de desarrollo y -135 de desnivel

La morfologfa de la cueva principalmente se basa en ir cortocircuitando galerias, que se han formado independientemente, para

continuar su recorrido a través de estrechos pasos.

adas anteriores la dimos por acabada unas cuantas veces

l R S
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31* July 2023 Juan intending to walk up the valley to east of 4732 Decepcion entrance. Started off
OK then diverted out onto the open hillside to the north.

Newsite S 362 Open shaft with tree at the edge of wood. About 2.5m diameter possibly
greater than 6m deep. (No stones to check.) Grid reference 453032,4798514 Alt 270m Photos,
360deg photos and video.

Newsite § 7¢§  Hollyoak shaft. Possible collapse which may be deeper than 4m at the
downhill side. 360 video possibly shows no prospects. Needs clearing to descend. Grid reference
453096,4798562 Alt. 290m

Newsite Y I¢ Good ripening blackberries. Vegetation needs clearing to investigate a
possible shaft. Grid reference 453116,4798577 Alt. 296m.

A short distance up the hill is site 4179, photo taken.

Walked back via Carcavueso. Overflow sink, overflow channel and sink area have been completely
cleared with trees removed, channel cleared, wood removed, etc. Unfortunately, the usual entrance
0081 is still choked with logs and branches! The whole overflow sink area is cold with the draught.

Photos, 360 photos and video taken around
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1st of August
Site: 0713 Aquanaz

Objective: to install a fixed aluminium ladder to the Climb at the rapids, just before sump 1, and to
t transport diving Equipment to the Cave entrance, making sure that the route through the heavy
undergrowth in the woods was clear? And then to rig the entrance pitch with a wire ladder and rope.

Jim collected a machete and other equipment which was kindly lent from Phil Pappard, Big Steve
Provided a Wire ladder and some ropes, from the Matienzo tackle store, petrol was purchased on route
and the six diving Cylinders were filled at the empty Car Park at the Resurgence.

Several trips were made to the cave entrance with loads and the route was found to be clear of excessive
vegetation.

The pitch was rigged and Jim Swam both 2 meter ladder sections and drill/ bolt kit, to the gorge section
were it was required.

[

{ Note: in low water it is very easy to free climb Further up stream, but this is not the case in high water,

| Jim had a fall of two meters at the location a few years before hand, resulting in a deep wound to left
> -' buttock! ( photos of 4 inch scar available on request?)

The ladder was installed successfully and used over the following days to good effect and improved

| efficiency, a 7 meter knotted rope was also attached to a new hanger placed above the chest deep water
' at the base of the ladder to enable people to pull themselves upstream to it. (Swimming here, against
the flow with heavy kit is not very easy and some times not possible, the rope/ haul line should help)
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I A Quick exit was made from the cave to pick people up from the air port.
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2" August 2032

Site: 0713 Aquanaz € -

Present: Mark Smith, Jim Lister

The team collected the Dive kit at the entrance and We made our way to sump 1, progress was slow, but
steady as we were heavily loaded, on reaching Sump 1, Jim saw that the guide line in the sump was

broken, this was a surprise but should not

have been as it had been a number if years since the sump

had been dived, due to Covid and other factors and although the line had been carefully and well laid,
the sump does take considerable flow,

Jim Slackened the line at the tie off point at surface to provide the extra line needed to the new knot to
make a repair and then s'.ubmerged to find the break, this was found 20 meters in and a repair was made,
Jim continued through the sump to check the rest of the line which appeared to be ok, He turned

around just below the surface at the far end and made his way back, to the down stream dive base.

Mark then dived through with serval tackle bags and 3 cylinders, it had been planed for both divers to

| leave/ stage a
opportunity to leave/ stage a cylinder at the far en

provide a greater safety margin.

full cylinder and valve at the Far side of sump 1, for the dive out, this would give the
d of the cave if the exploration was going well? And

After a agreed set time Jim kitted up and also taking some tackle bags and Cylinder followed Mark into

the now murky sump.

Three quarters of the way through were the line follows the silt floor and is tied off to rocky out crops
the visibility dropped considerably and Jim found it Necessary to use both hands on the line, not easy

when your lugging kit, it was just after this

it was broken

point when Jims leading hand slide of the end of the line! Yes,
again! Dam! Jim tied a stopper knot in the end of the broken line, an over hand knot to

create a loop to tie the search reel to, He then with no visibility turned off his light and listened to try
and hear Marks exhaled air if He was near? Jim dived out to take his load to a safe place and then
returned to search for the other end of the broken guide line with his search reel with out success, He
decided to return to dive base, conserve his air and search again when the strong flow had cleared some
of the silted water, Mean while Mark has safely surfaced upstream and had put his load safe and was
patiently waiting getting colder, by the minute, Mark was now getting concerned and headed back into

" the sump to look for Jim, but instead found the guide line lose and floating up to the roof! He sensibly
turned around and waited again at the upstream dive base.

He sat on a rock his feet in the brown water covered in a light dirty froth, a few bubbles brock surface
fifty foot away across the sump pool, there was some more rumbling and a dim orange light areared

slowly from below the water, eventually Jim surfaced and following a brief conversation on what had
happened it was decided to dive out and call it a day. The line in the sump had broken twice, it needed \ -

new line and

Jims Cylinders were very low on Air, time to was getting on, the decision was made and we D
—

would try again tomorrow. /
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3 August 2023
Site: 0713

Present: Mark Smith, Jim Lister

Jim and Mark undertook an overnight trip to push the extensions at the far end of Sarah Jean inlet,
past sump 5b. The engineering work at the top of the choke past sump 2b made the transition much
easier. A metal ladder and some scaffolding would make passing the choke easier still.

A large frog was seen in sump 4b.

Emergency survival pon¢ho and fins left at downstream sump 5b

Full dive reel and snoopy loops at upstream sump 5b

Emergency, “Blizzard” Bag, (4 season tin foil sleeping bag) left at bottom of “GH”Aven

Video film taken of tangier alcohol Burner and pot stand, used with titanium mugs for tea, coffee
and porridge, location downstream sump 5b

Sump5b the line was buried under silt and had to be pulled to enable safe passage. The objectives
for this trip:

1) An open walking sized passage in the roof left of junction 75 in the roof.
2) Two smaller stream ways at the top of Hippodrome extensions

Full of anticipation, we quickly reached the 75 junction roof passageway and followed it in nice
passageway with nice formations, before reaching a drop down into a stream way. All was going
well, until a tipex mark was seen on a climb down after approx 40m. Very annoying, but at least
gives a bypass to the ducks, if water levels are high.

We then got lost on the way to the Hippodrome and pretty much explored all the extensions
again, including a muddy sewer and Jim went all the way to Sump 6b which was horrible with the
mud giving off poor air in the crawl leading to it.

Still full of enthusiasm, we located the hippodrome, thanks to tipex marks describing the
direction. It was hard work but brought back happy memories with the passage bigger and better
than remembered. The passage narrowed just before the cascade and mark climbed up to the
phreatic passage for another look it looks a lot older and may be worth a dig one day? The narrow
rift was traversed and the point we got through the last times was found and it was with relief that
we were able to then climb down before climbing the cascade and entering the Hippodrome. The
back of the Hippodrome should link with the passage Mark was in with only a little digging (a useful
by pass)? At the end of the Hippodrome, Mark reached the choke which Jim capped through a few
years ago, We both found it challenging to squeezes through the space created into the large
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passage above which runs at right angles to the Hippodrome, it seem:s likely that the choke here was
formed by the passage above, floor collapsing into the smaller inlet passage below.

We carried on straight ahead and climbed back down into the inlet passage and made our
way to the inlets of interest at the furthest point? The first on the left was dug open (Gnarly flakes)
and mark entered He found a chamber were he could stand up which then lead on to a crawling
passage which degenerated to a flat out crawl with flakes in the roof, Mark could see another 5
meters but his wetsuit was getting shredded and the passage looked unviable and not work pursuing
further. The second inlet was not much better and Jim turned around after 7 meters. As he was
turning around, he noticed the water .
was turning green and smelly as a
small flow of green effluent passed
him, on down the passage into the
sump (sump on left as your coming
out heading north) It was now the
early hours of the morning so we
started heading out objectives meet
although disappointing, the
downstream end of the sump was L D
now emitting green effluent which SeQ
confirms they are joined.

Conclusion: Area still has potential by@:/r
Mark and Jim are going to

concentrate on “GH Aven” Jim to fit

ladder in choke and add more

scaffolding to make it safer,

jfi/V]S
IMCCT _; f’im?L'S fN(.Pr
(EFFIUL:’H)
from R

-~

2 Ah = 3pmn




i e

The second was 3m deep with a choked alcove. The third 1m deep down through vegetation. l/
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7* August 2023
Phil, Hilary, Juan and Penny investigating Carcavuezo 0081. Diagram below shows sink area in 2015.
With the river “improvements” it looks as if there are fewer sinks — S1 and S2 are buried and only S3 F
and S6 appeared to be taking water. The water level was not high enough to reach possible sinks sS4,

S5 or S7. It’s likely that 57 has also been buried. Some investigation of the draughting holes now

o 2 4 & & 8 B & N

exposed at the end of the overflow channel was also carried out.

Phil found a hole with water audible. NEWSITE \_\ 1\ 1~ \ﬂ\n underground stream passage
b-&&ﬁ#":'y:l‘ Lb\)aul AYS

r\_

Eredl y

%%} g
i
3

© yellow in red plugs f-,’

51 - 57 are the sinks sasn in sady May 2015, As no rain
Tedl and the river discharge became less, sinks S7, S5 then
B pinupupie plastic markans

e

S?m_umumaomuv.mmm.h
A 30T 0452484.4, 4THTTHE.E, 146.5 appeared that the main sink was on a front uncer blocks a s o - = =
B: 30T 0452522.1, 4TO7T88.9, 14° .0 betwesn S2 and 33 t0 56, Also 54 was laking less waler %
F. 30T D452517.8, 47977873, 1205 with 51 capturing perhaps 20% of the main flow,
G: 30T 0452501.0, 4797787.9, 140.6 A short disiance upsiream of the sinks. the flow was
eslimated at betwsen 1 and 2 cumecs.
sinks Fixad points labeled "G* (rock under inee), “B* (point on
yphe the B Rock) and - (pant on the Pracie) re martad Carcavuezo sink area
®s- with pink plastic. The surveyed aroa has been tied back 1o La Secadn, Maienzo
Aloarto’s bam, whars the ETRS8S coordinates of the
significant trees suulheast comer. 1.65m above ground level) s 0482308 5 Underground Green Cool Passage surveyed 19887

479TTE1.7 15415 mmu—mg.nmw

Canire Ine esurvayed In namow passage (Paul Fretwell)
points are under rees, no afternpt has Boan made ko use

and racko located (Phil Papard), August 2015,

GPS, akhaugh cormer agreed wih (ha

AR DTN m&mnmmum e Surface survayed May, August 2015, Juan Corrin
Tha conlour lines on the official Cantabran map are wrong Surveysd using compass, cino, tape and laser maasure

sink area 53, 58 . 138.2m Mbhmm.mmnm-mmm P ”

paszage floor at X rumm«ummwmm gt ey v e 110 reflect Drawn in Inkscape: Juan Comrin

A Suhcomm ) ; SN 10 data gathored during the surface survey. A new comour ine Matiertzo Caves Progct 2015

floor of trench below entrance : 142.0m a1 140m has been inseried around the area of the sinks.

A search of the wood at the side and N end of the Mushroom field (both going out and on the

return) failed to find 2 reported draughting holes under a hazel tree although one new slightly

draughting, small descending hole was found. L=3m d=2m. NEW SITE__ 353 é'gn 3
@ 30T 452904 4798130 '
Then onwards and upwards to the three sites 5362, 5363, 5364

Juan investigated the three, the first being 3m down to a three-pronged trunk which will require a
saw to remove from the hole. Two rifts go down further, one 3.5m the other 4.5m but clearance and
possible enlargement is required before these can be properly explored.
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Thursday 10" August 2023 —Vaca Bypass — Evening Trip 3/ %’3 té % -

In Attendance: Elin West, Isaac Neale, Olivia Hookings, Ben Marks, Dylan Longdon, loan
Roberts

Okay guys here’s the ‘sitch, 've now realised just how much | would physically need to write
to continue the narrative style from my previous log book page, and in my slightly hungover e
state | don’t know if | can be bothered to continue it. If the flow / structure starts to
deteriorate that's why!

We arrived back to the campsite at a time | don’t remember to find ioan continuing his
chilled rest day. The day before he’'d seemingly been rather shaken by the Tomb of the Oil
King and decided to take the 10" off to recuperate after a very active few days. Inour
minds our plan of action was to get back to Pablo’s, have an egg sandwich and some
pottatas-bravas, and commandeer some people to help surveying our new passage. These
plans were derailed almost immediately when we learnt that hot food was not being served.
We had Chorizo sandwiches. The hopes of getting Jess and Martyn down so we could prove
to them Vaca Bypass was a worthwhile cave were also dashed when we noticed their 1lam
callout. With bolting kit acquired we headed back to the cave. loan gota lift with David as
there wasn’'t enough room in the car — Thanks David ©. Oh also important to note, that dig
was enlarged from a body sized tube to a hands and knees tunnel in the hopes of one day
getting David down there. He needs to be shown that digs are in fact useful sometimes!

Once at the pitch, Ben bolted and dropped it into what | think is a small chamber? I've not
been down there myself so I'm afraid | can’t really comment. Liv followed him down and
their assessment of the drafting ways on was that they would not fit human bodies. With a
slight disheartening we returned to the passage just after the dig to take a look at the
continuing way on through that passage. A small pitch was dropped and a free climb back
up to get through a little rift however progress was then halted due to a false floor over a
20m drop. It was decided an easier course of action would be to bolt the whole way as a
traverse and Ben got started on that whilst Elin, Liv and Dylan began surveying the lower
passage. Here’s the interesting bit — whilst Dylan was in the chamber after the pitch he
discovered the way on was indeed person sized. Due to the bolting already commencing
further back in the cave though we now were faced with two leads! Since this reads a little
short i’ll chuck in some other cave events. We sang the digging song as weé dug. The chorus
is the amazing lyrical work ‘digging away, digging all day, dig dig dig dig dig dig dig’. | was
also blown away by the modern surveying app. The fact that it simply appears on the phone
allowing you to putin the passage shape right then and there is absolutely awesome.
Forget Compass and Clino, doing the survey on a disto X with a paper pad would have still
taken bloody ages. I'm a big fan. Honestly I’'m rather jellous | haven’t managed to survey
anything yet. I'll go grab the others to see if they want to put anything in. They don’t! -J
got shut out of the room so they could mop the floor

Note fam Hhe iy team (B.Tap,ﬂ?u, Cln‘c\\ i
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A traditional spatha is actually a sword — it replaced the iconic silhouette of the Gladius
amongst Roman legionaries around the 6" Century AD. In spades as we have them today
though there are definitely still hints to its past as a tool to take life rather than build it (as
what is the point in farming if not to promote life). What is it but a shovel which Cain wields
as he kills Abel? And in digging are we not physically manifesting our discontent with
natures path? The lalochezia deployed at many a dig face would certainly seem to suggest
that nature itself is the antagonist to our actions. Just as in war, when you must assess the
enemy you are facing and know when to attack and retreat, in the dig we saw natures
defence of its caverns weak, and saw no reason to wait in launching our offensive. This
would prove to be a prosperous decision.

| was the first'to take a turn with the spade. Immediately | was blown away by the ease at
which the ground was shifted. The ground itself only consisted of loosely packed sand with
a layer of crumbly clay sitting under and replacing the sand after a couple of meters. After
perhaps 10 minutes of work | swapped positions with Ben. It was his stint at the face where
the hole was widened enough to see a chamber on the other side. Being the one to start R
the dig, Ben kindly let me push the new opening. Attaching my descender into the tail end ﬁ
of the traverse line | squeezed myself on by belly out backwards through the gap. At this
point we weren’t certain if we were going to be met with an immediate pitch — we had
heard tumbling sounds as the last lumps of clay were kicked out the end of the dig — so the
descender was a precaution against testing if Newtons discoveries still held merit. | was met
with a T-Junction. To the right, a gradually descending slope of about 4 meters met a base
of an aven, about 25 meters high with a glistening calcite flow reaching right to the ceiling.
To the left, ever expanding river passage was seen. Similar in dimensions to Cwm Dwr Jama
if | were to twin it to another passage. At the tallest point in the roof, a grand flat circle,
reminiscent in dimensions to the Hall of the Mountain King, albeit not decorated and half
the diameter can be seen. My headlamp was just bright enough to see the passage
continue under some stalactites in the far distance, however progress was marred in this
direction by a drop into a rift that would require bolting. Under and to the right of this rift
however passage definitely continued. Elin, who hadn’t had a first’ yet, led us as we
advanced in this direction. Wide phreatic and Vadose (former) streamway kept being laid
out in our headlamps. In the end this was meters long. After tightening to a wiggly
rift we were met with a drafting pitch. Unfortunately we were short of bolting equipment.
This would be our next objective as we came back that evening.

& oama
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Matienzo — Summer 2023

Arrived at the valley on Saturday afternoon.
sunday 6™ August 2023 - Jessica Eades, Martyn Grayson and Dylan Longdon

Dylan was at a loose end so he joined myself and Martyn to search some of the caves we had looked
at during Easter to search for bats. We are looking to see how the distribution and numbers vary
throughout the various times of the year and to build up a greater picture of what appears to happen
in the valley.

Site #0423 Cueva de Barandas— No new evidence of bats this time, and no bats present with'fn the
cave during this search. Found two bat skeletons which appear to be of the same species. Will need
to check their location against the evidence we found at Easter. Need to go back and take_proper
Macro photos of the skeletons and measure various bones in an attempt to confirm species. Both
have a characteristic radius bone.

Site #0048 Cueva — Cubio de la Renada — Entered through the droughting lower entrance. Showed_
Dylan our Disto calibration station and then exited out of the upper entrance for a brief through trip.
1x Greater Horseshoe bat present in an alcove in the roof near the upper entrance.

Site #0040 Cueva del Comellante — The roof was dripping in condensation for the most part of the
cave. The only dry section appeared to be at the far back where we located two bats.

1x Lesser horseshoe bat
1x Schreiber’s bent- winged bat.

No colony clusters identified during this visit.

sunday 6™ August 2023 - Jessica Eades and Martyn Grayson

After stopping for some lunch, Martyn and | headed over to Ramales to do a bit of shopping, but
after finding the shop closed, we went over to Alisas view point, parked the car up and did a surface
walk over the hill headed to the area where we had been prospecting on previous trips out.

We found various new cave entrances during the walk just inside the edge of the woodland where a
series of dolines /shakeholes were. Some did not appear to have entrance within them, but several
did, particularly those closest to the derelict barn at the edge of the field. 5
o Y
New Cave 130T 0448075 4794941 (558m) / ¢ A - 30 .
. - __)_5_,( b 4 Ghoutd u i 0443075 4194 O 4|
A small, body sized entrance under Hazel tree at the edge of the field and woodland.

Steeply sloping entrance under the Hazel tree leads to a small chamber with both sandstone and

limestone blocks making up the floor. To the left, the chamber dropped down slightly to a small sink.
Two bats present, both appeared to be relatively active:

1x Greater Horseshoe

1x Lesser Horseshoe




-~ r R e
New cave 2 - 3070448070 4794076 (559m) 55T 1954

An steeply sloping entrance covered in leaf litter leading back under the field appears to lead to a
shaft. /
578 Vus ’

New cave 3 - 30T 0448063 4794077 (556m) ] 5952
Walk-in sized entrance gently slopes down and bends to the right where it stays wide, but height
reduces to stooped walking then crawling. 2™ entrance crawling / body sized can be seen up the next
gentle leaf littler slope letting light in (New Cave 4) creating a small through trip. New cave 4
entrance can be found in an adjacent doline / shakehole nearer he derellct‘:;a(r)nq 4\ 5% 3

£t / o b . p = 4 . .
New Cave 4 — not GPS’s See description above. Wih%ﬁ@vhen Suweﬁﬁg. 53 /
Located in the doline / shakehole nearest the derelict barn. The side of the doline nearest the barn, a
steep leaf litter slope leads to a large boulder which partially blocks the entrance to a shaft down.

Rocks rumble when thrown from the top. Within the entrance, to the right closes down rapidly with
rocks and boulders blocking the way. i

New Cave 5 30T 0448055 4794080 (558m) 5374 /'(\ 552

Came straight off the hillside straight into the Expedition Dinner. Flannel wash out the back of the
van required before sitting down for dinner.

Monday 7" August 2023 — Martyn Grayson and Jessica Eades

Calibrated the disto in our usual spot in Site #0048 Renada.

Surface walk around El Rincon and round the back of the obelisk up into the plantation.
Unfortunatelyno caves found. Vegetation was impenetrable where we went looking.

Moved over to the plantation near Site #4004 to see how much further the logging tracks had
progressed within the woodland. These appearlargely to be the same as we had found at Easter.
Then drove up to the Solorzano Radio Dome to admire the view and then walk across some fields.
Tried to locate Site #2652but sadly this appeared to be lost now. Managed to replicate the photo
that Juan had taken of Penny stood at the entrance with the Dome in the background. Had a very
good poke around and sadly no sign of the entrance. The vegetation does change slightly compared
to the rest of the field and so might indicate that something was their previously, but sadly this

appears to be covered. l/




Tuesday 8" August 2023 — Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades and Thomas loan Roberts

After a slow start to the morning and then arriving at Alisas view point to park up we found that loan
had left his helmet back at the campsite. Decision was taken that loan would be surface support for
the day and we would continue to head over to the new caves found on Sunday to start surveying

and continue with searching the surface for new cave.
5370
New cave 1 — Surveyed — plan and elevation done in sexytopo

Description: see Sunday diary entry.

Whilst Martyn was rigging New Cave 2 ready to commence the survey, Jess prepared the through
trip of New cave 3 -4 with survey stations to commence undertaking the survey.

New Cave2- b 377!

Entrance with cow bones slopes off into a fluted rift running directly away from the entrance. Fluted
wall made of very soft rock making free climbing down very difficult, and bolting non-existent. Fluted
pitches not yet descended, however, Martyn has climbed over the top to a small inlet coming in
directly under the field from the opposite side of the entrance.

To be surveyed later this trip by Jess and Martyn and pushed further.
9374

New cave 3 -4 Surveyed- plan and elevation done in sexytopo.

When highlighting the stations in the central part of the cave, where you have to stoop / crawl,Jess
noticed that there was a void on the right-hand wall (woodland side) partially blocked by fallen rock.
Martyn and loan dug through the wall excavating the sandstone bedding layer roof and the sandy
floor, opening up a body sized tube into void beyond. Using Martyn as a human belay, Jess slid
through the newly excavated hole and came out into the top of the “pitch head”. The passage
dropped vertically down over mudstone, but was able to be free climbed with the aid of the rope for
back up. Approximately 4m down the limestone was re-intersected. A step was encountered and at
the step, a window opened out onto the top of a column of rock with a rift passage trending
perpendicular to the main passage above. After climbing down the 2m from the step, to the base of
the rift, a rock and boulder strewn slope trended downwards towards the end of the cave where the
water was sinking to the far left corner creating a very tiny streamway continuing in the direction of
the rift passage. Above is an aven with a hole approximately 30cm diameter above where a small
trickle of water was dripping through the hole. Slightly back from the end of the cave, on the right
hand wall (looking inwards) was a small inlet bringing in a small amount of water. The inlet was

approximately 1-1.5m above the floor level.

No apparent ways on. The floor at the end has fine gravels in it and water appears to flow away in a
small trickle of a stream rather than disappear through boulders in the floor.

bom Uty
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New Cave 5 - Jess prepared the entrance to the start the survey, but sadly the battery in the disto
was depleted and causing problems with connections. The disto was placed on the powerbank to get
a re-charge whilst Jess started trying to move some of the boulders partially blocking the entrance.,
No great progress was made, but the entrance is now slightly bigger.

Martyn and loan continued to walk the surface within the woodland looking for new cave, shortly
joined by Jess.

Down in the woodland below the new caves, is a large doline / shakehole. Facing the bath tubwater
trough a slippery climb up to the left leads to a small limestone outcrw leads to a hole in the
boulders and the entrance to.... i

New Cave's - 30T 0448137 4794052 (542m) “Tomb of the Ol King”
#5369

Martyn placed a primary bolt was placed which created a short traverse line over the hole with a Y-
hang bolted on the opposite wall, Martyn descended and described a short pitch down drops you
past boulders where you can see daylight coming through in at least two other locations (looking
back to where you were stood outside the cave). The pitch drops to the top of a steeply inclined
slope, covered in leaf litter. Bolts placed at the top of the slope to create a short traverse line and a
handline down to protect the slope continuation. Martyn pushed down to find animal bones, a
broken earthenwear vessel. Martyn shouted up and Jess descended second where by she met
Martyn whom had climbed down the first boulder choke to the first of the chambers and down the
second boulder choke (more description to follow in future diary entries).

This needed more exploring and a survey started on another day as it was already getting late./
v . 9
New Cave 7 — 30T 0448138 4794052 (56%1) — “Bath tub water trough resurgence” % /57 5" ;{l

Water emerges out of a vaguely triangular hole approximately head sized. Water descends intoa a 9’4,5
semi-circular brick damn before cascading further into the bath tub water trough. The hole where

the water first emerges draughts well even moving ferns some 2m away from the hole. This is too

small to fit in and would require digging to make any form of onward progression.

%6 A

A small cleft in the rock, on the upward side of a limestone gully located on the walk back up to the 291
field from the bath tub water trough. A small cave / recess some 2m long trending down over leaf

litter. Entrance is approximately 1m wide, by 1m high and vaguely triangular in shape. :

New cave 8 - 30T0448119 4794042 (554m)

-

<%
New Cave 9 - 30T 0448046 4793921 (587m) Z): 77 ‘fg 5 (j
A small hole within the woodland floor. Would be body sized if not for a tree root across the centre
of the entrance hole. Vertical drop down through the soil leads to a clear water washed avi rr.cqoo
tight to descend, but drops at least 4m. Will shoot a survey leg down it when passing on a later trip.

45>
New Cave 10 - 30T 0448109 4794037 (555m) M,,hg ?1_6’
A small water worn passage in a sandstone bedding just inside the woodland, down slope from the p
field boundary. The entrance is too small to access. No draught. Numerous badger latrines outside
this entrance. Other entrances to the left along the same contour line, all used by badger. Clear

mammal trails connect each entrance.

]




Wednesday 9" August 2023 - Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades, Thomas loan Roberts, Tom Howard
and James Johnson A 5369

Back to New cave-6— “Tomb of the Oil King” to continue exploration and begin the survey. Martyn
lead everyone to the first chamber and into the boulder choke, whereby Martyn advised we split into
teams. Tom, loan and James pushed forward to explore, whilst Martyn and Jess went back to the
surface to commence starting the survey. loan free climbed down a rift and reported back that there
was a continuing tube. Martyn and Tom then bolted this and descended, whilst James went back to
survey with Jess. Day 1 survey ended at this bolted rift. At the bottom of the rift loan descended a
loose boulder tube which became too tight for progression. Back at the top of the bolted rift, Tom
climbed over a greasy boulder to find the passage continued. Tom shouted Martyn across and they
soon came to the head of a short pitch down. A message was sent back to loan to bring forward the
drill, bolting kit and some more rope. Martyn bolted, descended, followed closely by Tom and they
entered another wider rift area. Up the slope (right) lead to a water worn aven and boulders, down
the slope Tom found a loose and narrow connection into a huge black space!!!! Martyn and Tom
threw rocks into it and at first thought it was a large pitch. Martyn climbed down as far as possible to
light up the space and realized just how big it was! Having run out of rope at this point, the decision
was made to cut the bottom off the last piece of rope to allow the gully to be safely dropped into the
chamber. loan went back and got the rope. Martyn and Tom began bolting into the chamber to
further explore the chamber, whilst loan met up with James to bolt the first traverse which was
installed at the afore mentioned first pitch. They then joined Martyn and Tom in the big chamber.

|

Thursday 10™ August 2023— Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades, Tom Howard and James Johnson

Back to Nw?-cr:zaé!:;'- “Tomb of the Oil King” to continue exploration and continue the survey.

Martyn lead everyone to the big chamber installing “James’ traverse” on the way into the big
chamber. Martyn descended pots in the floor to try and find a way on in the floor of the boulder
choke. At the far end of the chamber from where you enter, Tom and Martyn climbed up into a clean
washed aven, Tom spotted a further climb up over boulders on the left. It was climbed, and a hole
down the far side was found, which looked possibly deeper than the pots in the boulder choke.

The cave was still on-going and so a return trip was planned,

Jess and James then headed back to the traverse line and first pitch to recommence the surveying
with the view of surveying the main stretch straight towards the big chamber. James swapped over
with Martyn on the surveying in the rift area prior to the descending into the main chamber. The
main chamber was surveyed up into the water worn aven by Martyn and Jess.

Further surveying still required to continue from this point onwards and to start adding more side

passage details. [/

Full cave description to follow.

Friday 11" August 2023- Martyn Grayson and Jessica Eades

Rest day to catch up on log book entries, and organize photos, surveys and descriptions so far.

Went to see the cave photography exhibition at the Tourist Information Centre in Ramales. WOW!
What excellent photos by Juan Montero of various caves and mines from the region and a few from

further outside Cantabria. L/
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Sunday 13" August 2023 - Martyn Grayson & Jessica Eades

Return to Site #5369. The walk to the cave was steady as we had decided to do some additional
vegetation cleariﬁg of the old drovers track this time. There had been a number of additional trees
fallen across the track since our time up there at Easter and with the heavier packs on both the walk
in and out expected today, we took the time with the pruning saw to clear the way as much as
possible. Less fallen trees, meant less arduous bending over with the heavy packs on.

During the last exploratory trip to the cave, Martyn and Tom found a possible way on down the back
of a large boulder at the far end of the large chamber. This was going to be where this trip re-
commenced (area now named “Shell Grotto” due to all the shell fossils in the rock). Capping kit had
been taken to enlarge the gap down the back of the boulder, but after further inspection and some
enthusiasm with a hammer, Jess managed to squeeze down the left side of the boulder after
removing her SRT Kit, descending to the top of another pitch down into a chamber. Some gardening
of boulders was undertaken and more hammering of the “walls” to break off nodules to make for a
slightly easier ascent back to the top of the boulder. Martyn installed a rope on the left wall at the
top of the boulder leading to a short traverse line out to a Y-hang at the top of the pitch head and
descended into the chamber. Great care was noted at the pitch head and the tight squeeze down to
it as loose sandstone boulders were noted at various points. Once in the chamber, Martyn noticed
the rope was plucking at one of these boulders and so, Jess bolted a re-belay upon her descent to

join Martyn in the chamber.

This chamber appears to be rather cold with a draught coming through boulders in the floor. Rocks
were thrown down a narrow water worn fissure to be heard cascading for several seconds. Martyn
climbed up above this fissure to find a blind pot. With a flat boulder strewn floor.

When Jess was climbing back up at the tight gap next to the large boulder, the drill or bolting bag
must have caught a rock within the pack wall and started a cascade. Bracing a large rock with her
back whilst the smaller rocks continued to fall, the rumble soon stopped. The larger rock at her back
was wedged into a safer position, a brief check of the rope was made and she then continued to
proceed up to the top of the large boulder. Martyn waited a while before commencing his ascent.
Once at the pitch head he continued to do more gardening and try and re-stabilise the pitch-head
and clear rocks from his way to fit back up the squeeze next to the big boulder. The floor at the start
of the traverse line we had installed had slumped some 1/2meter at the pitch-head. The pitch down
from “Shell Grotto” and chamber below will now be known as “Terribilis est locus iste”, which
translate from the latin to “This place is terrible”.

We then surveyed into this new section of the cave with Martyn de-rigging on the way back out.

En-route back towards the entrance, we surveyed down the pitch at the first traverse line down into
“Mr. Tumnus Tube”.

Exited the cave at 12:30am and had a slow walk back through the woodland in the fog, seeing a

whole load of nocturnal animals along the way.
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Phil, Juan, John S and Gordon P continued the work
at Giant Panda started on the 12", Protrusions were
obliterated and the tube was wiggled down to a
suitable level where it jammed in place. A descent on
a ladder showed that about a metre depth will need
to be consolidated around the base of the tube.
Nigel, Bill and Pete Clewes arrived as the opening
was being cut in the side. Scaffold bars were cut to
size and fitted across the top of the tube to form a
heavy cap which should withstand any collapse from
the back and sides. The ring cut off on Saturday and
now placed on top should act as a circular retainer
for rocks placed over the scaffold tubes.
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Date: 13" August
sie; 5000 [FBD e § S0 i
Present: Dave Foxton, Jim Lister

An 11mm diameter rope was belayed to natural anchors, above the squeeze and steeply sloping,
mud covered calsite slope below, this rope enables dive kit to be pulled up and also can be used with
a hand ascender and foot loop or a pantin, to assist accent. (Go pro footage taken)

Jims Dive kit was taken to the slope at the bottom of the bypass pitch.

A second rope was then installed on the Anchor fitted by the Danes, on the travers over the sump =
(upstream sump 3? To be confirmed)

This will give divers access up; ‘it may be worth considering changing it for a wire ladder? Which
would save SRT kit being required, the slope will be to steep to free climb on reflection.

Survey training for Dave using Toppo Droid, the system worked well whilst surveying the complex -
chamber above station ??? But crashed shortly afterwards.

The distox was used alone to survey the sandy floored passage that leads back to the junction that
leads to sump 4, this was downloaded later but became corrupted and was not used (this passage
needs surveying again but should be easy with only one junction on the left, a circular, stone floored,
slightly ascending tube.

On return Jim tried to sort out the Survey problems but in the end found it best to save the data and
uninstall the program and download it again, so far it seem to be working.

Report by Jim
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Wednesday 16" August 2023 - Martyn Grayson & Jessica Eades

Parked up at the Alisas view point as usual and walked down the old drovers track to arrive at Site
#5369. Here we ditched some of the kit and walked further down the hillside to locate site #0539, a
previously undescended shaft near a barn and take a look at the wider hillside. We managed to
easily locate site #0539which was now heavily overgrown, but the good news was that we would be
able to create a y-hang and SRT from the now more substantial trees at the top of the shaft. Now
knowing what kit would be needed, we ascended back up the hill to Site #5369with the plan to finish
off the survey and de-rig the cave.

We descended to the first chamber and dropped the survey kit off here and descended down to the
pitch into the large chamber and began the remainder of the de-rig. Once back at the first chamber
we picked up the survey equipment and proceeded to survey into the boulder choke filling in the
gap between the bottom of the entrance slope and above the first traverse line. This area is just one
huge boulder chock trapped within the hading passage. After completing this section of the survey
we grabbed the kit from the first chamber and continued to de-rig to surface. \/0

Now that site #5369 was now de-rigged, we descended back down the hill to site #0539to have a
look. Using the trees around the entrance, Martyn created a y-hang and descended down the shaft.
From the funnel shaped opening at the top there is a vertical fluted shaft down with clean washed
water worn sections. Everything narrows down in sections before the next fluted section begins to
open up. There was a flat bottom to the shaft covered in leaf litter and other organic matter with a
tiny sink in the one corner. Martyn ascended part way back up the shaft, where Jessica had began to
survey the top, creating a station down near martyn and then sending the disto down the rope with
using a tail of rope to allow a steady handover of the kit. Martyn then proceeded to survey the
bottom section of the shaft fr_gﬁu his_}oca‘tipp. Note Suvv 2+ M«&M) ,,) 2,[.45..«,-,1 o0 &

Ve [ 7¢6m S Pldy -7 161"'\
Once site #0539had been de-rigged, we ascended back up the hill to the sites from our original days
of the trip (Site #5371 and site #5374). Jess belayed to a tree and spent some time working the rocks
and boulders in the entrance of site #5374to enlarge the entrance so she could fit in. Once enlarged
she dropped through the slot created to look down some 4-5m to a rock filled, blind pot with a
diameter of around 1-1.5m wide. The shaft dropped through the mudstone and sandstone and was
very slippy and slightly too wide to bridge. There were no on-going prospects, but the intention is to
leave the kit on the hillside and come back tomorrow to re-descend and survey tomorrow.

‘/




Thursday 17" August 2023 - Martyn Grayson & Jessica Eades

Parked up at Alisas and began our walk over to the area where we have been projecting. We don’t

usually see anyone on our walk to the cave, but this time around we met a man a short way into the

woodland on the old drovers track collecting a particular type of orange — yellow mushroom. He'd

had collected a large basket full already and had an equally large pile on the ground next to the

basket. We had only seen these mushrooms come to surface over the last few days. We attempted a

brief conversation with much broken English and Spanish, then said our goodbyes. -

We headed to Site #5374 to collect the kit we had left hanging in a tree over night and then

proceeded to continue to drop down the hill to Site #1312. We found the entrance to be completely
covered with bracken and bramble and proceeded to bash a way to the entrance. Once cleared we
noted that the dead animal previously noted in blocking any possible way on was now fully
decomposed and passable. Sadly, beyond the cow bones revealed little to no cave. The rift merely
pinched down to an impenetrable size after an initial widening of the passage. The site was W
photographed and surveyed to allow completion of details for this site. C{B&L 9 LT , &\

We located Site #2102 however, we did not re-open the site as it appeared to have been closed off -
with limestone rocks. We shall endeavour to head back to this site on another trip and descend to
again, complete a survey.

g P y \ /

&
We ascended the hill back up to site #5374 whereby Martyn rigged ropes from the trees whilst 'f)c.{'x’ peyH
Jessica got changed into SRT kit for the descent. We knew this cave didn’t now go anywhere, but the L ryjo ou
purpose of the trip was to survey and photograph. Once completed, Jessica finished drawing the N L /L '
survey on the surface, whilst Martyn then moved the ropes over to Site #5371. Once this was rigged, (/ :
Jessica descended into the cave for a look, as she hadn’t yet been in this cave. She dropped the small

pot near the entrance to see if any passage dropped back underneath itself. It didn’t. She then

climbed back up the entrance and attempted to progress across the higher level to see how far she

could get over the top of the rift. Progress is difficult here due to the mudstone being crumbly and

everything breaking off. She managed to get to the same extent of exploration as Martyn’s earlier

attempt. She came back out to surface, collected the survey equipment and GoPro and descended

back into the cave to complete the survey and photograph. O 0N EN A [l I o

As we were packing the kit away, Martyn had been walking closer to the derelict barn and located
yet another cave entrance. This one appeared to have been purposefully blocked with large
boulders, but Martyn had begun to make some progress moving them away. Jessica managed to
wriggle a head and shoulders into the entrance and could see more boulders blocking the way, but a
possible solid wall to the left, and more of a void beyond the initial entrance boulders that had been
pushed in. An intact glass bottle could be seen to the right inside the cave. This will be looked at and
excavated at a later trip. ;
v

New Cave 1 - 30T 0448046 4794077 569m "(\ 560 7 5485

On the walk back to the car we took a different route out and Martyn stumbled across an entrance
and began to sing “How do you like you're caves in the evening??? | like mine with a draught!!”. He
was soon deflated after a brief check of Orux Maps and the site photo revealed his old pal Eddie

Mason’s face in the photo. We had found dig site #4082 which appeared to be draughting outwards.




18-8-23, Cubija, above Picén, 449980 4796598 324m 3R (/,

Small cave (which might just be 0971, which | can’t find at its location), above pylon on
the hillside. Steep scramble down a boulder slope to a restriction and a 1.5m drop into
a small chamber with a mud floor. There is a 6m high aven or steep ramp on the right
of the chamber (not climbed). 9m surveyed and photos taken.
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Date: 14™ August

Site: 5000 into 1800

Present: Jim Lister

Jim made His way from the new “ Boob Tube Entrance” through the cave to the bottom of the bypass pitch
to collected his dive kit, from where, He had left it the day before.

He then made his way with his equipment, down the downward sloping mud crawl to the water and ducks,
He passed these and soon meet the junction, were He crawled up the mud slope and into the left hand
passage, at the top of this slope, the mud floor changed from thick mud and clay to sand and gravel and the
passage also had more space.

Jim looked down along the passage in front of Him, it was water filled and very muddy, He decided to kit up
where he was, as it had more space, was cleaner and dry and would preserve the water clarity in the sump.
In full kit, Jim crawled with some effort through the deep smelly mud and clay, to were a suitable tie off
point for the guideline was located, the line was secured, He then crawled to the Arch of rock were the
water meets the roof and sump 3 starts (Note:The Tipex triangle, this is the last survey station before the
sump located here).

On entering the sump the water was clear, but reduced to zero, once the fine silt covering the soft mud floor
was disturbed.

The underwater passage is 1.5 meters high and 4 meters wide approximately, it was followed until the way
ahead was blocked by a mud bank, there were two possible ways on? To the right what looked like a passage
leading off? behind a jutting out rock and to the left a gap between the left wall and the bottom of the
steeply sloping mud bank that sloped down to meet it, Jim decided to follow this route.

Silt screws were fixed and it should be borne in mind by future divers that these will probably be buried as
well as the line! As the top layer of silt, is very deep, before the firmer clay required to hold the screw is
found.

The wall was followed in zero visibility for several meters until the passage opened up again at the bottom of
a rock slope which was steeply ascending to the left, this was followed and soon lead up to Air space.

Jim noted that at the base of the slop He had just ascended that there probably is a passage leading off?
Probaly going back around the mud bank to the start of the sump? This is speculation and will need to be
investigated at some point in the future. Back at the upstream sump pool the diver looked around and saw
the rope Dave and Jim had rigged the day before confirming the location, a small inlet passage was found at
water level but this ended a few meters in at a pool/ sump, it did not look very promising at all.

Conclusion: there may be a way on in the sump? And the sump does bypass the pitches, but any benefit as a
quick route is debatable, as SRT kit or a lader will still be required to get out of the sump at the upstream
end.

Line reel left at upstream dive base, lead at down stream dive base.

From: Johnny Latimer (johnny.latimer@gmail.com)
To:  juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk

Date: Saturday, 26 August 2023 at 14:02 WEST

i i i in the left banking 20 metres before the
Discovered by Miguel Angel Fernandez (Catula) & his dog, Dana.Asn_*lall hole in t
entrance to Myoling. Excavated to allow access to a bigger than body sized cave. A he_ad first 2-3 metre crawl down a slope
gets to a tight gap where beyond to the left it is full of rocks which would be easy to dig out. Very strong outward draught on a

warm day.

Morning Juan,

In-between concreting the floor we've got another cave. Description below.
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