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On Tuesday, 7 March 2023 at 20:14:31 GMT, Peter Smith <smith _peter2004@yahoo.es> wrote:

Hello Juan

After Andy and | were last digging in La Vega, we looked at what else was round there, were
impressed by your excellent photos of 3355 and wanted to see it for ourselves anddo a

survey. The length came to 43m (previously 25m). We also had a look in 0477 on the way.
Cheers

Pete
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On Thursday, 23 March 2023 at 17:22:55 GMT, Quin, Andy <a.quin@lancaster.ac.uk> wrote:

Hi Juan,

At the moment it is compacted gravel. However | am sure that it is awaiting its concrete topcoat. When we were
over there a. Few weeks ago | spoke with Nardo's (the happy man from next to Telmo) granddaughter who was
in the Llanio field with her horse. She told me then that a workshop or storage building to do with the hc_:ney _
business was going to be installed soon. | suppose that with them having sold Nardq‘s h(_)use they are investing
the money in the business. She was more than happy for us to go in the cave and did point out that there were

no bees to worry about. It was a bit embarrassing really as | didn't recognise her at all but she knew exactly who |
was and my name!

See you before too long

Andy

From: Quin, Andy (a.quin@Ilancaster.ac.uk)

-

To uzueka@aol.com

Date: Thursday, 23 March 2023 at 18:11 GMT

N

i i i i the passages immediately to the
Hi again, the newly covered area is about 50% of the ﬂelc_l so only Fjl_rectly over th _ ely
wes?of the road. Whilst the size of the levelled area is a little surprising | got the impression that the building would
be mainly used for storage so sewerage may not be too much of a problem and in any case they will have to have

proper septic tanks in place. | think it is now just a case of see what happens or in scientific terms a longitudinal
monitoring project.

El jue: 23 mar 2023 a las 19:31, Antonio Higuero (<_mguero.antomo@gmair.com:-) escribio: =

Dear Juan Corrin,

: J&Ql 05
Dear Juan Corrin,

My name is Antonio Higuero Pliego, | am a post-doctoral researcher at the Universidad de
Cantabria, under the supervision of Professor Pablo Arias.

At this moment | am preparing a conference about the Es
at the MUPAC on tuesday 4th
wondering if it would be poss
did of the cave. Always citing

&y @y Ex B By

pada de Ruchano that will take place W
of April, within the conference cycle "La pieza del mes"
ible to use in the presentation the map that the Matien
the source of the image and referencing the group.

.lam
20 Group

El jue, 30 mar 2023 a las 11 :36, Juan Corrin (<uzueka
Hi Antonio

Yes. You're very welcome to use the map. There are also many photos on the web site

which you are welcome to use. After your presentation would you be able to send me a
pdf of your work, or a link to it - so that | can link to it from the
matienzocaves.org.uk/descri

(@aol.com>) escribid:

dal o Ak Sk A b

p/0103.htm page? -

I'm sorry | missed your original email. Good luck with your presentation! -
Regards 3
Juan zr : j
,:
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Re: Cueva de Ruchano map q:;f 01071

From: Antonio Higuero (higuero.antonio@gmail.com)
To uzueka@aol.com

Date: Thursday, 30 March 2023 at 10:46 BST

Dear Juan,

Many thanks for your response. Il send you the presentation. However, the main point of it is the
masculinities during the Bronze Age, so the Ruchano sword is an "excuse” to introduce that issue.
The conferences is open to the public and held at the MUPAC on the 4th of April (next tuesday) at 19:00pm.

Best regards,
Antonio Higuero

| 1fu ot #0060 Gocouer. Pt W Cails’ o1

| 28/3/2023 ICCC shown around speleological sites by Andy Q and Julie B.

ICCC team: Julien Jean, Erica Keung, David Kirkpatrick, Matti Mitropoulos, James Perry, Ben Richards,
Se Hun Sohn, Anastasia Teck, Laura temple

29/3/2023 ICCC beach day
30/3/2023 ICCC 9 people into 3450 El Suto after removing tyres from the entrance.

31/3/2023 ICCC 5 people into 3450 El Suto. Right hand series surveyed down to 78m depth. See
written account below. s
Sugvoys .
1/4/2023 ICCC No caving around Matienzo g\m\hl ¥ u{, s zd cafe_

2/4/2023 ICCC De-rigged RH series in 3450. Going home tomorrow. Bat droppings collected for Jess
Eades from 0040 Comellantes.

2/4/2023 Paul Fairman and Olly Brain. Tourist trip and photos in Refiada 0048 Y /

»

Description of El Suto: Right Route 245 O

If parking by the small inlet opposite the field, walking diagonally across the field bearing slightly
right rapidly brings you to the start of the relevant path, starting at the tree line. About 50m down
this path, a pothole is found 5m to the left of the path. Previously filled with a selection of large
tyres that have been hauled out to clear the entrance, the entrance pitch is a ~15m spiralling slope.
to be rigged by a 22m rope. The topmost attachment point is the nearby tree, which provides two
anchors. There are two deviations on the way down - one from a spit (from previous expeditioning)
and one from a newly bolted through bolt, both about 3m apart. Just before the final drop a
through-bolted rebelay provides a clean drop to the tyre-filled chamber.

Here there are two ways down - one directly behind where the rope drops down (the ‘left route’),
and one down a small climb to the top of a pitch (the right route). The left route has two spits of
questionable vintage which was left undescended in 2023, A long traverse line was rigged from the
middle of the chamber down the climb leading to the right route until the pitch head was reached.
This traverse passes some pretty formations, and the top of the pitch head is also well decorated.
Here a Y-hang of new through bolts drops was bolted in 2023. A long deviation was rigged off of
the large stalagmite to allow a clean drop all the way to the bottom of the chamber. This is a ~30m
drop, lined with fragile formations and various nooks and crannies along the walls. -




A

At the bottom of the pitch, there is a small inlet that leads away from the drop which quickly chokes
and dies, despite looking to be a connection on the original survey. The obvious way on down a
~15m climb was rigged with a loose traverse line, leading to a squeeze at ankle height that opens
up into a 3sm drop. The small chamber that this drops into contains a false floor, and a small
crevice on the right hand side leads to the final pitch. This squeeze is slightly tighter than the
previous, and quickly opens out to a 5m diameter, 15m deep pitch. At the bottom of this, a crack in
the wall appears to lead on to a passage below, however is too tight to be passable by any
reasonably sized human. If this were to be widened, it is possible that the passage below
continues, as there is no end visible from the chamber.
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Monday 3™ April 2023 - Cave # 4004 - Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades, Paul Fairman, Ollie Brain

An early start to check the project cave for bat activity. Last checked during December 2022 to find
very little fresh / recent bat activity. However there had been new logging roads cut through the
Eucalyptus plantation. So possibly the heavy plant and equipment had moved the bat colony on to
other caves / roosts in the area.

Today'’s visit proved successful, with two bat species identified, Lesser Horseshoe (Est QTY 4-6) &
Greater Horseshoe (Est QTY 12-15). Still not huge numbers, but a step back in the right direction.

| Ollie had been asking how big the Greater Horseshoe was when t was in flight and today he
. managed to see one both at rest and flying at close quarters.

Monday 3™ April 2023 - Cave # 0423 - Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades

A lunchtime session to take a look in this cave as Juan and Steve had reported the night before about
accumulations of droppings. We parked up and found the old footpath that works it way up the
hillside. Rigged as an unsuccessful pull through from a good sized bush/tree just below the footpath,
we abseiled into the entrance. What an amazing cave! Such cool formations. Took various samples
from the piles of droppings throughout the cave, but sadly only 2 lesser horseshoes in residence at
the time. Clearly it's been a bigger roost at some point. Really cool to see all the footprint/scratch
marks in the pockets of glacial mud on the ceiling where the bats had been trying to hang up.
Numerous photos of the formations and the accumulations of droppings taken. Some of the
droppings had a notable brown/green tinge to them. Samples taken. Likely a result of the shift in
prey items being consumed.

Monday 3™ April 2023 - Cave # 0040 - Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades

A quick trip back into 0040 to see if the bats had gone back to their favoured roost spot where ICCC
! had spotted them earlier yesterday. A night of feeding must have re-settled them as we recorded
| approximately 25-30 in a single cluster in the roof, and a further 4-6 in the immediate adjacent
pocket. They were still fairly active. Took some macro photos to aid in species identification, but am
‘ fairly sure they will be Schreiber’s bent wing bats. Will confirm once I'd looked in a few books.
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Tuesday 4™ April 2023 - Surface walk to find obvious entrances in the valley and look for bats -
Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades

Cave 1510 — No bats or evidence of bats inside @ re-GPS'd the entrance (30T 0450622 4795373
283m altitude) Photos taken of both inside and outside the cave.

Cave 0042 — Top entrance. No bats or evidence of bats inside

Cave 1537 — 1 x Greater Horseshoe bat fast asleep along with a light scattering of droppings in the
location of the bat.

Cave 1538 — 2 x greater horseshoe bats and 1x brown long-eared bat. No evidence in the main
central chamber, but the first horseshoe was spotted in the rift passage off to the right from the
main chamber after entering from the lower entrance. Light scattering of droppings along this side
passage. When back on the surface, we walked further along the contour and found what turned out
to be the upper entrance. A slightly airy climb uses holds on the right hand wall, but then you have
to climb through the vine growing out the base of the portal. Another rift passage covered in moon
milk leads to a window which draughts and looks back down into the afore mentioned main central
chamber. The long-eared bat (suspected to be brown long eared due to the length of the thumb and
thumbnail ) was encountered first, rapidly followed by the second horseshoe bat. Again, a light
scattering of droppings seen along this upper level passage. Both these side passages where bats
were found are warmer than other parts of the cave and less noticeable draught.

e e da ds As A% S Ss A% B B B B B B BB B

Noted some confusion on Orux maps between locations of 3437 and 15391 Will speak to Juan or Ph

about this.

em m | A | Bl |



Cave 1539 —is a 6m long walk-in rift passage at grid reference 30T 0450984 4795355 294m altitude.
Light scattering of droppings in the floor of the rift.

Cave 3437 - the description and photo currently shown on the log is actually the upper entrance to

Cave 3533 (S 3%

Cave - 0267 “Overhang Cave” — no bats seen, but there are several significant piles of droppings.
The largest pile being directly at the back of the larger entrance. Samples of the dropping taken. Will
go back and surve\"r the cave with the disto to get a more detailed survey, so that | can then mark on
the locations of where each of the dropping samples has been taken. When we go back, we will also
aim to climb up where the significant pile of droppings are to establish if the passage continues and
see around the corner and confirm if there are any bats up there which are currently out of line of

sight. We were only wearing leggings and wanted cave kit on before climbing up all the poop.
L L2 news aivbec!
e Eave 143?— beaﬂommﬂly-&hma-mmapummg This makes sense why it was not re-

found in the Feb 2023 as stated in the log. The entrance lies further up the hillside at the edge of the

o7 scrub/woodland. The entrance is covered with a number of cut branches and there was barb wire

noted below the branches. Grass had started to grow up between the branches and so it was
assumed it had been covered some time ago. New grid reference 30T 0451396 4795364 220m
altitude.
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Tuesday 4™ April 2023 — Martyn Grayson and Jess Eades

Cave 0059 — Explored around the large and impressive entrance area looking for bats.
Possible sighting of two high up in the roof, but too far away to be certain. Further visits to

be made with more powerful lighting rigs.

532
Cave New - After finding what we thought was going to be Cave 1481 earlier in the day, we

returned with equipment to drop the entrance and(survey) After removing the cut branches
placed covering the entrance shaft, we lowered the ladder down off a scaffold pole. Cave
1481 should only have been around 5m deep maximum, and the ladder was swinging in the
passage, not touching the bottom. Good job we had a rope with us too. Martyn backed up
the scaffold pole to a nearby tree and descended. It was more like 10-12m deep.
Descending through formations and passing water worn calcite the passage was quite
pretty. Skeletal remains of a dog at the bottom of the entrance shaft, and skeletal remains
of a dead goat (complete with ear tag) in a small alcove chamber at the bottom off the
entrance shaft. Very little horizontal passage present. Mud and calcite blockage was broke
open to reveal a short section of passage that ended in a clean washed aven that was about
head and shoulders size. A small amount of water was seen washing down the wall.
Surveyed on the way out.

Cave 0477 — Entrance stumbled on by chance as we were walking back to the car. A quick
look inside for bat activity revealed a single lesser horseshoe bat in the entrance chamber.
Several feeding perches located within the outer perimeter of the chamber. As it was
already dark upon entering, the site may hold more bats, but these may have been out
feeding already at the time we entered.
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Wednesday 5™ April 2023 — Surface walk and exploring cave entrance looking for bats -
Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades

Cave 1481 — walked around the field looking for the entrance now that we know the site we
found the other day is not this cave. Still no sign of it within the field. It must be covered, or
perhaps not even in this field.

Cave 0477 — popped back in the entrance during the day to see if any other bats were
present. Still just the single lesser horseshoe bat seen the night before. Hung in the same
location. Took new photos of the entrance as a large amount of the vegetation show in the
previous images has now been removed.

Cave 5199 — small rift cave entrance in depression next to cave 0477. Photos taken of this
entrance. Close observation inside the tight rift revealed a static pool of water. This
appeared to have dropped slightly in height since the night before.

Cave 2682 — checked the goat pen rock shelter for roosting bats. No bats or evidence of bat
activity found.

Cave 5208 — Jess went through this entrance into the Main section of Cave 0177. No
evidence of bats or bat activity.

Cave 0177 — Re-grouped with Martyn at the main entrance. Descended into the cave. At
least 20 Lesser Horseshoe bats present scattered individually throughout the cave. A slight
increase in frequency in the chamber before a crawling restriction into the gour pool

chamber with columns. A very pretty cave. . 2. LS L)

Cave 0035 — A single lesser Horseshoe bat found in the right hand passage. Nothing in the
far left hand passage, however a number of feeding remains and evidence of perchingin
this passage. A number of tissue moths recorded in this passage. A single Greater
Horseshoe bat found in the central passage beyond the pools of water and immediately
before the roped climb up in the roof.

Cave 0491 — Found this entrance whilst walking up the hillside from Cave 0035. New photos
of the entrance taken. Did not descend the cave as we didn’t have kit with us.

Cave 0546 — Took new surface photos of this cave as it appeared slightly less vegetated than

Depressio n field adjacent to Cave 0546 — bramble filled depression with a large fallen

branch at the edge of the depression. Grid reference 30T 0449069 4794829 273m altitude.
Photos taken.
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Thursday 6™ April 2023 —Matienzo Bats in Caves Project - Citizen science element — Family-Friendly
Bat Search in 0040. Led by Jess Eades and Martyn Grayson

A 10am start brought together a group of 20 people of all ages to go on a Family-friendly bat
search/walk at cave 0040. The aim of the session was to try and find any bats roosting in the cave.
When we found any bats, Jess would go through the basic species Identification to show people
what species of bat it was and show the differences between them.

Three species identified in the cave:
Approximately 12 x Schreibers bent winged bats
6 x Lesser horseshoe bats

1 x Greater Horseshoe bat.
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Thursday 6™ April 2023 - Jess Eades and Martyn Grayson

0553 / 1930 Sumidero de Cobadal - Preparation trip undertaken to scope out the route to the
streamway to find the way onto the boulder choke at the far end. Found the streamway with

relative ease and explored around the larger passages and entrance séries. Will be going back to
have a look at the choke now that we know the way. |

2908 - Bus Stop Shelter Cave — Found this entrance whilst walking the hillside immediately below
the road. Entrance is located directly below the overhead powerlines which may make following a
GPS tricky if the cables interfere with the signal. Orux maps took us pretty much straight there.
Obvious small depression at top side of large gorse/shrub area. Entrance is at the base of a small
rock outcrop. Snug entrance slopes down steeply over earth/mud and agricultural bags. Once you
can sit up there is a short climb down over flowstone to a rift passage. Another squeeze drops you
through to the bottom of a pretty rift passage. Bang wire found where earlier progression was being
attempted down at this point. Possible climb up into higher passage, but this is likely very close to
surface level. Photos taken. Will return to survey before we leave Matienzo.
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Friday 7*" April 2023 - Martyn Grayson, Jessica Eades
Site - 0613 (Torcida, Cueva de “Fat Boy G T

A surface walk in the region of 0613 looking for other entrances and depressions. We entered 0613
to look for bats. The entrance series smelt, as there was a decaying baby badger in the edge of the
passage on the right-hand side. Lots of evidence of night-time bat feeding roosts around the
entrance. We went to the bottom of the first deeper section located off the first right-hand turn on
the main way in. Free climbing the slope and 4m ladder pitch. Several large accumulations of
droppings identified. Samples taken of the droppings. 1 x greater horseshoe bat located in the
middle section of passage. 1 x lesser horseshoe bat in the lower passage area. Many other mammal
droppings scattered around the upper entrance series suspected to be fox.
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Saturday 8" April 2023 — Martyn Grayson and Jess Eades

Cavaw?iBlucs%top Shelter cave) — Return trip to survey the cave. Climbed up into the higher level
passage at the far end, as last time we visited we didn’t have proper cave kit on. Final station to
outside entrance was done to a small boulder. GPS for this station may be off as it’s immediately
under the overhead power lines. =35 AR

Cave 0613 (Torcida, Cueva de “Fat Boy G T”) — A return trip to take a look at the boulder choke at
the far north end. In preparation to go back with a larger team to dig in the summer expedition.
Scaffold needed to make safe progression. :
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Sunday 9* April 2023 — Martyn Grayson and Jess Eades ‘
Cave 0012 —Cueva del Concebo — Inspected the cave for evidence of bats. No bats found to be ‘
present at the time, but skeletal remains of a bat found. This has been protected by a small ring of "
stones (see photos). Scattered droppings throughout the entrance and evidence of feeding remains
on the right hand side as you look into the cave. ‘
Had some impressive views of Griffin vultures on the approach and when leaving. There appears to |
be a nest approximately 1m in diameter on a ledge a short distance before the cave entrance on the
left hand side when looking up at the cave. ‘
Cave 0013 - Cueva de Cuatribu — Walked the hillside from cave 0012 to reach 0013. A very ‘
impressive cave with various bat interest. At least four species of bat present: ‘
1x Natterer’s bat (found in daytime zone) -’ ‘
1 x Brown long-eared bat (found in daytime zone) i
1 x greater horseshoe bat (roof alcove) ‘
2 x lesser horseshoe bats ‘
Various scattered droppings found within the entrance area, several samples taken. Large
accumulations along with ammonia smell present after the shallow crawl over the dark “soot-like” E
floor leading to a bend around to the right. ‘
Areas of historic bat roosting present where staining in the roof can be seen where colonies are _
considered to have previously roosted. e ;
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Monday 10 April 2023 - Site 4669 — Dron Pot
Andrew Northall, Gracie Sharp
(aka I ne Kraken) A g
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water
splash deep mud
below stn 18-02.2.3

A trip into Dron Pot, site 4669, was conducted to look at the undescended pitch marked
‘water splash below’ on the survey.

The entrance pitch was found to be rigged however the anchors are rusted and will require
replacement at some point. The rope at the entrance (tied to the concrete bars over the top
with a sling) is slightly mouldy however still safe to use for now.

The ‘Lift Shaft’ 80 metre pitch was also found to be rigged although leading into ‘The
Haberdashery Department’. A new rope was rigged alongside this and a pendulum made to
swing into the ‘His & Hers’ development level. It was considered unwise to unrig the rope to
‘The Haberdashery Department’ as it will become very difficult to regain access to this level
once itis unrigged.

Once in ‘His & Hers’, the undescended pitch was easily located and rigged from a stalagmite
natural and a bolt for a traverse down a slippery flowstone ramp, and a Y-hang installed for
the pitch of approximately 8-10 metres. This pitch landed in an extremely muddy but quite

dry streamway that appeared to be very old and had almost no water flowing.

The streamway passage immediately descended another pitch of around 6 metres before a
run of around 10 metres of horizontal passage to a third pitch of around 6 metres. The 8-10
metre pitch and two 6 metre pitches were all rigged off a single 44 metre rope.

The final 6 metre pitch landed in a large chamber (again, extremely muddy) with an aven
around 15 metres high (separate from the pitches) and a further two pitches (via two
separate tight muddy crawls) which appeared to (but are not guaranteed to) unite in a
further large chamber below (approximately 10 metres pitch down).

We turned around at this point as we had run out of rope but intend to return to continue
following this descending passage.
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Monday 10" April 2023 — Martyn Grayson and Jess Eades

Cave 5209 — After finding this entrance during a surface walk at Christmas 2022 and seeing that
others had also found it in the October 2022 we headed up the hill to drop the entrance and survey
what ever was found. A rather warm walk up the hill today. Martyn rigged from an adjacent mature
tree and descended down into the rift. A short wriggle at the entrance over mud and boulders
dropped you down onto a ledge of boulders (approximately 2m) where a small Y-hand was rigged to
drop the next section (approximately 2-3m). This handed youon a steeply sloping boulder strewn
floor (still within the rift) where you could come off the rope and wriggle down. The passage
continued down the slope, with the rift staying a roundly the same size, until a step down, where the
rift narrowed lightly and impeded any further downward progression. The rift continues along the
same decline and bearing, but human progression would require capping or other forms of
persuasion. From the first survey station, the rift trends towards a doline further up the hillside
approximately 30m away. Cave was surveyed and more entrance photos taken both externally and
of Martyn whilst he drilled for the Y-hang. L= Sm d = 9m

Cave 1035 — entrance inspected for roosting bats. No Bats or evidence of bats found.
Cave 1037 — entrance inspected for roosting bats. No Bats or evidence of bats found.

Cave 0263 — 2 x lesser horseshoe bats located spread out within the left hand passage of the cave.
Scattered droppings throughout both the left and right passages. Many tissue moths present within
the cave. Samples of droppings taken.

Cave 1042 - entrance inspected for roosting bats. No Bats or evidence of bats found.
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Tuesday 11* April 2023 Site 4669 Torca del Dron

Gra Andrew Northall

Another trip into Torca del Dron Pot, following on from our trip the previous day, to return
with more rope and to survey the new passage found.

The undescended pitch marked ‘water splash below’ was surveyed to a depth of 7.5m (P7.5)
which then continued to another pitch of 4m (Pa), followed by approx. 10m of horizontal
passage and then another pitch of 8m (P8). This landed in an extremely muddy chamber
with an aven of 10m horizontal length and 15m height. All three can be rigged using a 50m
rope. The top of the P8 is awkward and constricted and the anchor is very low down — this
could do with re-rigging if in regular use (photos show this feature).

Two more pitches, one accessed via a tight rift and another via a tight, muddy, and crumbly
craw! (P12) were found here. Both lead to the same circular chamber (Draughty Broccoli

Aven) with a height of 15m and a width of 7m. Various small tubes were seen to connect to
this chamber; all are too narrow to access. The chamber is well decorated, very cold and a
draught is noticeable. However, there is no obvious way on. The floor consists of flat,

firmish, mud with some water visible through a very thin slit adjacent to the floor 3
underneath the flowstone walls. qresd 4 43 - 2550 \

The total survey length of the new passage found concludes at 94m with a vertical range of
39m. ‘Draughty Broccoli Aven’ is 30m below the bottom of the ‘Lift Shaft’, and is 30m above
the lowest known surveyed point of the cave. It is 35m south-west of the main continuation

of the cave.
Rigging:

P7.5: Natural stal belay in floor after the climb down into His & Hers to single bolt anchor in opposite
wall to traverse under and down slippery stal to a two bolt Y-hang in wall above pitch.

P4: No further rigging, the P7.5 lands on a ledge and the same rope can be used to continue straight
down.

P8: Single bolt rebelay low down at the pitch head. Awkward and constricted pitch that ideally
would be re-rigged.

P12: Climb down from the penultimate aven chamber and turn right to step up into a muddy crawl.
Two traverse line anchors located on the left wall before a reach over the pitch to access two
anchors for a Y-hang in the far wall.

] “i - )

| Z-HA P\rr.i 207 5 g[TQ c’)d"l-fS El{(’o
F&U{} (P\\!\MP’;J 1 S'kl’\ ] f‘/‘U.\JD)’ “ A‘NDM\ F‘L,.Qf(

‘. ?Hofo T&\P . FHeros <halEd 1o Pﬁdﬁ_(’“{':

| -

|
|



S

| .
| R D
Pddikend  Notes ](or@ Polloing trips> e bt nd Sl
@;;sf LQ,zﬁ-tA

=
{ \Siamp 3
5
R S
e —:_'-_',' il
b = (it

card A

" Bouldass ‘[f' —“_ ¥ 5 e Lo ot of PHJ\
S Y . By 302 b
g -7 - Cortinaes E"-{-m
| 7 Telka o hamm cr‘l

A7 Trdwes (;r\a't‘a(lﬂ:(

- ""'3«:":. \p’,---_

v — ....-.I__"‘ I')"-::_, OUQI Sun\P FOD (

Sump 2

Z

e —_— - = '-'-?.':"-'"';-" TrewwSsc (Sa afL‘J‘)
L. (- 5m wide® Note

il g = Sm dlee
| e "W SO Oown Pitdn

Riler~ . = Uosed l“P""’"“‘I‘I
> - — e O L be duy~ sharp
-'Z.,-ffi'i FL‘\F lx\ll-’c 45 raof' f‘oJfLs 't'Lu\-(-jL\ E |

-~
T ’J Mo Vo L
- e - o ,//—
- —— A~
— P L
- A ot
1N

7

Vareus rllu of“}mah' (last @SM) SurMface syl \/
n ﬂ\l:\ Pd&agc,. ‘f d:fj at Ee.r\d c{azsnt ao There

o ot po>s dolities

"Hobe i floor, through a false floor, may hare potintidl
5 ‘i’gla‘(‘i‘f (N'? A l;f:l‘l l\fﬂm ,mamd' r-fw\

&

»




13.04.2023
2538 El Cubillon

Present: Andrew Filer, Mindy Filer, Jim Lister

The ropes on the upper pitches were badly warned and desperately needed replacing. The team
replaced the ropes.with 10mm Mammut semi-static line and also placed the hangers and mallions.
Further work will need to be undertaken to reduce rub points and improve access and egress for
diving equipment. It had been intended to replace the through bolts but the correct drill bit was
unavailable. The old rope was brought out and disposed of. A longer deviation cord is needed for the
next trip.

It was nice to reminisce- the three had not been together for 8 years.
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Log book entry for 14/04/2023

From: Alex (alex@eyetandgames.co.uk)

To:

Date: Sunday, 23 April 2023 at 09:33 BST

Hi Juan,

As | left the next day and was too tired to put the log entry in at the time, could you please add the following trip
report to the log please.

The call of the Shrimp — Decepcion pot 14/04/2023, Alex Ritchie, Branch Atree, Chris Scaife, James Carlisle &
Pete Hall

It was meant to be a reasonably simple trip to drop down this moderately difficult pothole, that now gives
access to the remote regions of Hoyuca, Cueva. It now takes only 3 hours rather than 6 to 8 with swimming to
reach the rarely-visited and amazing Trident series that has a lot still to find. With the exception of our visit on

Wednesday the 12 these passages had not been entered since the 80s.

Today however, our intentions were to explore the less amazing but equally as remote area (until recently) called
Shrimpbone Inlet, to survey a secondary branch leading off that we noticed whilst exiting on Wednesday.

So, we entered the new entrance (Torcal la Decepcion) that drops directly into Shrimpbone inlet. However, this
entrance is not straightforward. After a short crawl and a dug out passage one descends an initially restricted
pitch of 40m down a muddy rift. After that a caver is forced through a flat out “mainly” dry ex-duck (322/1/6
Super Duck) that James had dug out previously. More awkward, twisting passage eventually leads to a second,
far more dramatic 40m pitch down a large shaft. From here it's just 30 minutes of easier caving to the
connection to Hoyuca via a short pitch into Shrimpbone inlet.
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We had made reasonable time through this taking just over an hour to get to the inlet of interest and set about
surveying, when disaster stuck (me). You see, | rather daftly (some may argue), took my phone caving in my
over-suit pocket and it seems things can escape it rather easily. So, my phone did just that and fell 3m down a
crack into the stream below the passage we were surveying. At the bottom the passage was at most 8 inches
wide with a 2 inch gap above that before the reaching the larger crawling passage we were in.

| was most distressed by this, but unfortunately my companions did not seem to want to help, as they were
more interested in surveying than helping so | was largely left to it (though Chris at-least did fetch my rope). This
was partly because surveying must be done, but largely because they thought my chances of getting my phone
back with or without their help precisely 0% Or, perhaps they just don’t like me much, the reader will have to

ask them!

The phone was unreachable and submerged in water a few inches deep, 3m below us, | knew it was somewhat
waterproof, but it would likely not survive for long. Anyway, | was determined to get it. First, | tried hooking it
with a rope snare — R_esult, | pushed it downstream 1m before it was in a worse position than before.

Then | tried scooping it into my bag — Result, No change. The rift even at water level was too small for even the
bag to fit properly, even when | added a rock to weigh the bag down.

Finally, | tried knocking it upstream with my hand-jammer tied to the rope — Result — No change, though the
principle should work, without something rigid | just could not bring the force to bare to move it, neither was it

accurate enough.

| concluded | needed something long and at least semi-ridged, with a length a bare minimum of 2m long. With
that tool | could shove it upstream about 10m to where the rift was big enough to allow me to climb down and
get it. But | had nothing like that! A stal — nah - despite my mood, | could not contemplate vandalising the cave
for this. Besides it would be too brittle, anyway. The only thing | could think of was a stick, but there are no sticks

in the cave of course!

The only sticks were on the surface, so | had to go and get one! So back up the two 40m pitches | went and
forced myself yet-again through the groverly passage | went to emerge in daylight once-more at 4pm? | was
already feeling somewhat tired. While | was prussiking up the rope, | had already made my plan. | would need
2m as previously stated but it would have to be supple to survive the trip in the cave or heaven forbid a drop

down one of the 40m pitches.

| located said branch a few meters from the cave entrance, proceeded to “borrow” it from tree that it was
attached to... for the next 10 minutes! A Petzleknife does not make a good saw.

Branch in hand | returned once more to darkness, | used a bag left to de-rig the entrance pitch to try and hold
the branch in-place wrapping the haul cord around it a few times. To my amazement this worked and me and
the brarich made it down the pitch safely despite my stop descender not opening due to grit.

| washed off the grid and proceeded through the gnarly passage with the branch, which thanks to it’s flexibility
was persuadable around some of the sharper bends. For the second pitch | used the same technique, this time
' however the branch did escape, but this was thankfully only 5m from the bottom and the heroic branch was

| unharmed.

[
| waltzed down the larger stream passage feeling like Gandalf from Lord of the Rings, thinking if | ran into the

| others | would shout “You shall not pass... until you help me” but | never met them. Arriving at the scene of the
incident | found a note telling me where they had gone, as their survey work here was done and they had gone

looking for other inlets upstream in Shrimpbone.




-
-
The phone was barely visible now, the water being murky from the explorations up-stream which made things : 3
even harder. Nonetheless, | set to work with the out-of-place stick tool. Slowly but surely, against the flow of the
water that was working against me | pushed the phone upstream until eventual success. Even-more amazingly =3

the phone still worked (though has somewhat died since @ )i

| met the others on the way out who were impressed with me managing to get it out and all was left was to go

out, going up those two pitches and gnarly passage once more for the 2" time this day, it definitely felt more 2 4
tiring the second time around.

They surveyed 90m in the inlet until the passage ended in a dismal, muddy sump and 90m in other passages.

Trip time 7 hours, or in my case 3.5 hours and 3.5 hours. The branch remains in the cave, pointing in its forever

vigil the way out from Shrimpbone Inlet. | believe that one of these new passages surveyed is named -3
ShrimpPhone inlet due to this days events.

Best regards,

Alex

EASTER PICS .

From: john southworth (direct station.limited @hotmail.co.uk)

To: uzueka@aol.com

Date: Monday, 24 April 2023 at 16:35 BST

HiJuan.

All pics taken by me accept 5336 taken by Pete Hall which are
1 and 2 choke at end of rh passage.

Left hand passage .

3 and 4 low way on at |h side.

5 and 6 low way on at rh side.

Missing entrance pics of 5339 and 5338 .
Cheers

{ John.

¢>5336 (6).1PG
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Villanueva Resurgence

From: phil@papard.uk <D7:S )
To uzueka@aol.com

Date: Monday, 8 May 2023 at 19:28 BST

Juan

I spoke with Mark yesterday (he flew in from HK for the week- -end!!) and | asked him about their work in
Villanueva. | appears they had major problems with a bottle valve blowing off and one demand valve also failing
resulting in not having enough gear to dive any length of sump. So they dived Sump 4A which is short and
surveyed the open passage that had not previously been surveyed. Mark had a quick look into Sump 4B and
confirmed it was the main way on, ie the source of the water etc. | have modified the entry for this cave in my
report and the revised report is attached.

Phil




MATIENZO EASTER 2023
PHIL PARKER’S ACTIVITIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALF LATHAM & CHRIS CAMM

Friday 31st March Team visit to examine entrance to 3026 and look at the immediate surrounds. (Also CC

a/c)
Saturday 1st April CC & PPa to 5227. (See CC a/c)

Sunday 2nd April Day mainly spent mooching about. However towards the upper end of the long drag from
the (Matienzo) valley to Fuente las Varas CC went for a scout around to the north of the road and found a
couple of possibilities. (See CC a/c)

Monday 3rd April Team visit to 5227. (See CC a/c)

_ Tuesday 4th April Team trip half a km round the corner from the cottage to look at 3720. AL spotted fenced
shaft (ACP01=5328) in field on opposite side of road to 3720.
(Also CC a/c different GPS for 5328 RRa-448757-4800597; CC 448746 4800578) Use CC’s

Wednesday 5th April CC & PPa walked to 3720 area looking for some one to ask for digging permission.
Spotted 3736 position on Orux map is incorrect. Also track work adjacent to 3736 had partially covered
entrance with slab of rock, cave probably still accessible. (See CC a/c)

Thursday 6th April Team trip for Alf to descend ACPO1 5328. (See CC a/c)

Friday 7th April CC and PPa to 3012. PPa through capped out section (see Autumn 2022), going to left to dig
out very dry floor, spoil shovelled back through tightish bit for disposal by CC. Passage seems to turn right
beyond low arch, however still need to lower floor to get to the corner.

Bailed and went to look at 3011. No sign of 2013's cow carcass but large tree trunk, smaller timber and
tyres now blocking access. Went to check field immediately east of the 3011/3012 depression. CC found
horizontal low slot on sloping west side of field (ACP02 5349) No draught but appears to open up to flat out
crawling and a metre or two in may head diagonally right. Disappointingly nothing in the field bottom.
ACP0O2 = new 5349 @ 446798 4801255 ~103

Went to check a cleared area visible to the east. This was in the vicinity of 3406, which has vanished -
entrance appears to have been bulldozed out of existence.

Saturday 8th April Team trip to 3012. With three people spoil disposal was easier, however critical
narrowing of passage made digging out under the arch a near impossibility for a grumpy PPa. However, an
on-the-back forcing move allowed a view round the bend - another low arch immediately round the corner
followed by a mini-aven and then, after a couple of metres, more lowness. It needs someone small to dig or a
fair bit of capping.

Sunday 9th April CC and AL to 3048.

PPa thoroughly thrashed/checked the floor of the valley behind the team's rented cottage, from the end of
the garden to level with 3470/71/72 - nothing found except for a very minor collapse in a small, shallow
depression. Sites 3471 and 3472 were draughting nicely. Between them there was an undercut which was
noted for later checking — see Monday.

Monday 10th April CC to 3048, PPa back to the 3470/71/72 area. About 10m north of 3472 there was a
narrow draughting slot with an apparent drop of two to three metres (ACP0O3 5350).
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The undercut from Sunday (ACP04 5351), located some 10m nnw of 3471, was about 2m wide but no more
than a metre depth into the hillside. However, in it's left hand side there was a small strongly draughting
hole/tube.

Next onto the 3470/4182 shakehole where what was later identified as 4182 was a small draughting hole
near the top of the shakehole, camouflaged by grass and bracken, whilst an obvious draughting entrance
(ACPOQ5 5352), partway down the slope to 3470, was not 4182.

Photographed the entrance to 3470.

Contouring northwards along the valley side, the next find was a drop into a short gulley with three
possibilities at it's head (ACP06 5353, 5359, 5360).

(1) 5353 The duck-in entrance was walking size passage for 5m to a 2m climb down fluted pillars and calcite
to limited space and good draught. Stones rattled down one small hole for several metres.

(2) 5359 Outside, the middle feature was a square recess that seemed to be blind whilst

(3) 5360 on the left was a small draughting slot into a curving rift.

On to the last find which was located immediately outside the back fence of the property adjacent to the
cottage - smallish steep sided shakehole with a 1.5m gently draughting rift in the west corner (ACP07 5354).
ACPO3 = new 5350 @ 448448 4800661 ~130 (est)

ACPO4 = new 5351 @ 448442 4800632 ~134 (est)
ACPOS = new 5352 @ 448422 4800616 140 (est)
ACPO6 (1) = new 5353 @ 448463 4800718 7122
ACPO6 (2) = new 5359 @ 448463 4800717 122
ACPO6 (3) = new 5360 @ 448463 4800716 7122
ACPO7 = new 5354 @ 448506 4800770 ~112

Tuesday 11th April CC had a successful day investigating area and woodland immediately north and west of
the cottage. PPa went to ACPO6 (5353) area to photograph then thrashed around in the woodland area
immediately to it's north, not fun and nothing found.

Wednesday 12th April Team visit to Altamira. Later CC started work on one of his finds - about 90 metres
from cottage front gate!

Thursday 13th April PPa to ACP03 (5350), opened up the slot for 5m ladder pitch into passage with floor
similar to ACP06 (1) (5353). Length 4m to back wall with a side passage becoming parallel to main rift, adding
5m for overall length of 9m. No way of descending between spires/pillars but good draught and stones
rattling down estimated 7 or more metres.

Ladder removed as CC arrived, then went to look at 3472 where draught still good so possible project.

Next to 3470/4182 shakehole. Took surface photos and PPa investigated ACPO5 (5352) - 4m slide cum climb
down under and into boulder ruckle with 5m of passage and draught coming up a narrow slot from larger
space, hence think it needs it's own number.

CC then headed north and west whilst PPa entered serious thrashing territory to the immediate south. One
large depression with nothing obvious, followed later by nearly falling into rockwalled bramble filled
shakehole with small squarish entrance in uphill side. This was 1.5m long with small draughting opening at
the back (ACP08 5355).

Next PPa rejoined CC for various investigations (see CC report) then they went uphill towards nearest road.
On the way CC directed PPa towards a cliff face that yielded three entrances/rifts with small dams for water
collection. ACPQ9 (5356) probably enterable for several metres, ACP10 (5357) would require some hammer
& chisel or capping to enter an enlargement, ACP11 (5358) not closely examined as PPa had "had enough".
ACPO8 = new 5355 @ 448442 4800582 ~138
ACPO9 = new 5356 @ 448289 4800659 7157
ACP10 = new 5357 @ 448297 4800648 158
ACP11 = new 5358 @ 448305 4800637 ~160 (est)
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Friday 14th April Team visit around corner from cottage to CC finds of Tuesday 11th.

Saturday 15th April Easy day, CC and AL working on hole 90m from cottage (5341), PPa to look at 3174
(Pooch Cave) as interested in upper entrance passage. This did not go far but the cave was draughting well -
no mention of draught in description, is this significant?

Sunday 16th April CC to hole 90m from cottage (5341), AL and PPa to ACP06(1) (5353). AL entranced by
possibilities of the walk-in entrance cave (5353) so immediately started hitting things with hammer and
chisel, later switching to capping, made good progress.

PPa examined the slot entrance (5360), digging out floor and rigging ladder to help exit. Sideways slide
down narrow rift for 2m to a leveling with a small shaft in floor, awkwardly forward for a couple of metres
became too tight immediately before right hand bend into enlargement. No echo, no draught plus awkward
capping so not high on the priority list. The draughting small narrow shaft was about 3m deep with some sort
of way off at the bottom. Exiting was "interesting". Needs someone smaller and younger than PPa for

progress.

Monday 17th April In the afternoon AL to ACP06 (1) 5353 to continue downward work, later joined by PPa.
Starting to open up which provides encouragement.

Tuesday 18th April PPa to ACPO6 (1) 5353 for further downward work. Later CC working in wood on the
finds of Tuesday 11t (5341 area). AL visited both, bringing spare battery to ACP06 (1) 5353 and having a
hammer whilst PPa had a rest. At day's end the climb down was 5m to the capping spoil heap with a narrow
rift heading back towards the entrance. In front, through a hole large enough for both feet, was a narrow
downward tube that appeared to break out a metre or so below foot level. Stones bounced down what
might be a steep slope or, if unlucky, a too narrow rift.

Wednesday 19th April Last day so PPa took AL to look at the possibilities of ACPO3 (5350). Agreed that if
ACPO6 (5353) gives up the ghost it'd be worth giving ACP03 a "go".
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