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RE: Volcano Cave e

From: Simon Cornhill (simoncornhill@dsl pipex.com)

uzueka@aol.com; diza_cutart@hotmail.com

Thursday, 21 September 2023 at 22:55 WEST

Hi Juan,
The facts and a bit of speculation (as | see it!):
On the last recorded trip 3/4/2007, photos C3 & C4 show Mad Phil emerging from the top of the climb down to where we
were videoing. We did loads of shoring on this climb before going down to make it safe as possible as it was well dodgy,
however with careful climbing and a brass neck it could have been descended without. In your excellent video edit at 1:50
you can see where it looks like someone has been d|ggangﬂy|ng down and squashing the mud, this wasn’t us! Confusingly
the 3/4/2007 Iogbaok account htt \ s.org.uk/logbook/2007e-04.jpg &

og J )¢ suggest that Mad Phil didn’t climb down though.
On our arrwal we found the corner where Mad Ph|I was squeezing round in the photos had been snappered off, with the
large piece blown off still lying where it fell and temporarily blocking the way on. The snapper has made a worryingly
large crack in the block threatening to split it.
When we returned after our trip this summer and debriefed Phil Pappard, upon later reflection he said that they
snappered that boulder as the last thing when they left after their last visit, he also did seem to think that the final
chamber had been entered.

ntps:/ /www.matienzocaves.org. uk/i

So, I wonder if there was an undocumented trip? As in the 5x15m chamber there was a pile of big heavy hardwood
timber for shoring along with a large crowbar, and what looks like evidence of a bit of digging in the final chamber.

I hope this doesn’t confuse things any further!
I’ll try and process the survey this weekend.

Cheers
Simon.
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18 oct 2023, #1800/5000, Logbook

From: Torben Redder (torbenredder@hotmail.com)
To:  juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk

Date: Saturday, 28 October 2023 at 19:13 WEST

HiJuan
Logbook

11800/5000, 18 october 2023, Louise K, Torben R
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On the former trip, a rope was fixed at the 3.5, which makes it safe.

Just before the p6/stall garden, it is a quite low crawl, but it was possible to remove a couple of boulders.
However at that place it is possible to see up between boulders to about 2m space, so care should be taken not
to loosen the boulders.

The pb6 just before the stall garden has not been dropped, but it seems blind. A bolt was put on each side of the
shaft to make safe passage, but the calcite bridge in the side seems stable enough. Stalls were hammerede
away to get into the very draughting passage behind. Several flat out crawls and a bit of digging led to several
side passages, which have not been pushed to a conclusion.

Best Regards J

Torben
|

l

Re: Matienzo

From: Alfred Latham (chimpaa09@gmail.com)
To:  uzueka@aol.com

Date: Friday, 27 October 2023 at 18:02 WEST

Y:r ol:er man found an hole but he couldn,t get down it. Only 8 m long though.
ar har

Alf.

e R

P a— ——— e e



1800, 220ct2023

From: Torben Redder (torbenredder@hotmail.com)
To: juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk
Cc peagan@hotmail.co.uk

Date: Saturday, 28 October 2023 at 18:55 WEST

Hi Juan

22 october 2023, #1800/5000, Peter E, Santi, Torben R

Description:

A crawl leads into top of rift 1. A p6 on ladder leads to a crawl into rift 2. It was possible to get along the top of

rift 2 secured with rope from 2 bolts. The rift gets narrow, but crawl size at the top and may be passable by

removing a couple of loose boulders. Possible to see 12m along. This was not pushed. We had an idea that we

were below and along the passage where we started, but that now seems not to be the case.

The second P6 leads from 2 bolts to the bottom of rift 2, where the third p6 through a tube leads to the
bottom. All passages seem to end in @ 20cm holes with some mud.

We were there on a non draughting day, and there was not a clear draught.

Survey: E ‘ ! 4, -o% Dﬁ
Stn 1.16 is equal to 1800.1800-22-06.100

Top and bottom level is drawn in black and middle level in blue.

65 meters, but that includes 7 meters, leg 1.16-1.17

wraion KU sy S (ST FIFa |

In the vacinity of 22-06.627

SN 22-06.10]

Hole in false floor needs a ladder
and a bolt in the roof. About 4m deep.

Along the
(last 500 y

— Best Regards
Torben
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Further Exploration of the Frldge Door via the Boob Tube ( T, _Sd..‘[—/ ; LZ! é/ﬁ)

October 16-23-2023 Santi (ADES), Peter Eagan, Dave Bell, (England) Torben and Louise
Redder (Denmark)

After our successful caving trip in October 2022, we decided to see what was hidden behind the
Fridge Door. We had managed to dig almost past the divers’ sumps, then at Easter 2023 we
successfully completed the dig, giving a dry entrance to the further unexplored reaches of the
Fridge Door cave. This had been found many years earlier, but never pushed due to the difficulties
of getting past the bottom of the entrance pitch. It is tight, muddy and usually submerged under
water.

Once the dry section of the cave had been opened, the expedition was able to pinpoint a location
very close to the surface and dig into the cave giving a way in for anyone. This was lined with a
plastic tube, now knowri-a"s‘ the Boob Tube due to its chest hugging nature, and it would be the
entrance we would use to push on further in October 2023.

Firstly, we visited the Champions dig from the inside (which had enabled the finding of the Boob
Tube), then with a bag of rope, hangers and surveying kit we crossed sump two, climbed up into a
higher level and began bolting some very tricky traverses to reach our goal. The first was to push
on following a good draft, which we did until we ran out of tackle. We also dropped a pitch to the
side of the passage, which ended up going nowhere. We had noted a breakdown area above us
but wanted more information before climbing up into it. There were signs that it had previously
been entered and there were even a few survey stations. We were also out of time. Danish
children were waiting back at base to be fed.

With the cave now rigged safely, we planned to return to the breakdown area armed with
information from the caving logbook. It turned out that it had not been fully examined and the
survey had been aborted at a short section of passage, reputedly looking back into the known

cave at “Stafs in the Sky.”
:Dlﬂ;oi\lf

David Bell in a passage of Boob Tube. Photo: Peter Eagan

Once we got back to the breakdown area, we split into two groups: the Danes to finish pushing in
a low muddy bedding and the rest of us to explore the breakdown. At the end of that day, we had
surveyed nearly 250m of new passage with more seen. The Danes’ passage was left still going,
as they ran out of time. The rest of us reluctantly turned back at a junction, where our new
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passage broke into the side of a sloping chamber and continued beyond the opposite side. We
had managed to enter this new section through a small, unpromising hole, but the sandy-floored
tube just kept going, gaining in size all the time. Various side branches were passed but not
entered (these will be explored Easter 2024). It was quite a long trip, mixed with pushing new
cave passage, surveying and taking photos of what we saw, ensuring we made the most of our
time beyond the Fridge Door. We even managed to bypass the muddy traverse, but it would
require a hand line before it could be used safely.

Our final explorations were not far into the Boob Tube entrance along an easy, sandy crawl, A
pitch was dropped but with only small ways on it doesn't look too promising.

Exiting via the Boob Tube is not an easy feat, as it requires both arms above your head. It's a
good idea to have someone outside to pull you out, so the smallest must exit first.

p'f‘hyk




Eldon Pothole Club team logbook

Joe Buck, Luke Cafferty, Rob Eavis, Chris Hibberts, Dylan Kocher, Jon Pemberton Jim Thompson

5/11/23 - EWMMJ@
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All 7 of us got to the start of Suitwrecker, mostly ju
get some photos. A trip to the end would have been a much more serious undertaking,

st as a tourist trip but also to help remind Jon of the route finding and to
a lot less inclusive! (RE)




)

(h“"\' "\Q”Mﬂb'q - 'C“‘ Mc‘-" Zg j‘uc Q: L
D})‘u-\ ((.-,r \a”7

i’i:: WA(- R clac c,lr e Lo L e

. [ bl \He Ho chole -iF
ht‘g&l c(.ﬁ.ti o Canven ':;LL::?\J ot 1l
< \Lk‘_: C(' Bc, levard (r Rrutmﬂ DfeuWJ ;
LA b il d - ai Mo Sorvey,
4 o= vaoker o bheddar c:pc-u:c(
o \\./\ aven ol AU 0L Eoql A
climbs wp Reliad o {(cJ* led into
o small ra(&\lal rfl higl '
OV RaA "ﬂm’a waea S c_L\b(-N.&k o Bl ARL c-‘-‘f‘L
o CL‘). cSul q.,g_gt) eon

\f x_‘} wu.u\l- ‘)'b c\i"-’\‘a ‘tLL a Ve

12.7 )b p- ('HJLI o\\on “‘H—\ MO ¢t

‘,)J) /jQ <) (CNTOu ) c_-a-\\-ek ‘f‘b
Alovns 5 ljtlou.) . le(lcjc gt el
M& Nas ()Je-\\ T S v PR B | See
L‘U "”L«,{ A . &\‘\‘er e fan (bw e(f;\gy

(an & Lelbs gk Dialain w\S

#» ?"H'/\B ;} ;\\ALM C SO éﬁk (SRS

“‘)3 E,vxcu (-\ "t te (L-\‘\‘l"»&

| C\. ~S was (.s_u JCO L,.“ ,




: l £ -"WP Sl
—— | Enatownada U/ b €, o

e —

“{: O’IF\U(!I ('JH (\,dﬁf UJ !m;-,J'ﬁf(j £

e F(c "o wates Lueels.
} 1 4
LL{ ...lar u:muu}m Wl D he

{ .
| -N“ Wlit pQJ ﬂf\(/ d{i A?_ fa',L, 50 "\ U-{f

""}N: lL’-ﬂ Uf’ qQrul ? £ L\ ! LJL ;¥43 5

' f".; Mot "NA\ LA 0.2\ "‘c'}“ s ."(G‘.tﬁﬁf y
% il o
S w MV‘\ m ‘EC-‘;:V\ %f .CY.I;VE | w
k. - Qa.ah_%_ul”é qon D, q-.'st‘ja_:&/‘

A\.\Lu_@m M} nenkaNgg (e / ugit
_ s ot 253

-- ﬁm "y o b e e Se Ho
S | o 5 ! w\-— mM ..AQ{‘Q Wy
£ .e}%_ag\'&\/hv 0 Sheoan NM:NS Ve R
S e 1
ilv,:.cﬁorbu U?ﬂ (e w\> R keits)
u,,ué wqy
— [ ??I \\uc \\ub\ ﬁ*[““ “\?1 e
| 50{‘ '{: e ad wd
)QU(J( L\(J b\(_, ﬁ&_\ S—x./'t.

V20 v ¢ B g . wal ot
@ v\\ ,& NLI \\ p,ob !«9,««?} W | d\
We \\{UL% I LL\ dg N f\.,\ e

3509 e e &




b :"‘T‘Cw’ﬁf ¥ (,\&()v\\n fw 3 (a AN Mo/ é
I L\f \\a\ Qs W¥re \g{'{ﬁ N

_-.-Q.

p{wu; VN’K_

Yie TC.--\ way S|l Jc Db wmler e

\) Q‘,w u\{b ',[; . g, PR -:"@
r'*‘t:i-»g \\d"(.\ \151'\ W(’})'Q{ 290 \J/),, :
® e b @ oo Uegry

e AL\ Qﬁm\ T)g b),ro\ ﬁi:g, ‘QLV\ ('J(\féu’
m— U T iy v

—

N2 e Jwé‘\-v %wi’m Pairanes <,
— ; O wﬁ’{v\ _ Pheaati o aj pol =y DRp
— T W~ 1t Al j““{ Mean Luwr) "\x-.,d
T (s = 9&% Q}J"\q Pl{cr\\a};{b‘\tu} : ‘ngx ;\ |
| mean g g SR Lespeciall -'\51-"f s |
n ) gnd I‘;ﬂgpf“b‘ tach “;’L - |

) E Nooes  on  Engor ”*ada &
i

[

—t—

o | 3 P u\l\, i o  {
) ?)"-i.'. vl . f},{,b b — Q})rh:l 04\, P | 0 COQY
] Y ‘ . (j*'v U C'J-"" t S, s US'“ 42 0(: 3\‘\ ('L.M .
; o de‘{ (‘)3,'“‘ ) A ‘»au 0 %L(‘ NSHNS W S __k“l\_
f

\ (
M, C{E(J' "*)WIQ AANT A’ _fku\’r e/ b 3
(S )’\ﬁt e Wl "My H ot tﬂ"f‘* ¢ My
E.;J-:;"(V (-J)'f'p’\ ’\U )‘)"ﬁ J() 1l v (JS , VA \n (U

| T()"(m 0. Y/ adln | (qu ; \N\\‘, \( 'AVATVAS

On 6th Nov the team had issues with the survey gear just as they starte
wankers that they are they stopped survi

10th and surveyed it for them. | actually
—

|

’—

d to explore Nosferatu. As the glory grabbing
eying and just explored it all to the choke at the end. Me and Sam went back on
really enjoyed my only trip up there. (RE)




From the Eldon Pothole Club website (photos included on the original):
https://www.eldonpotholeclub.org.uk/homepage/trip-reports/617-la-trampa-del-pug-05-11-2023
Jim, Chris, Jon, Rob, Sam, Joe, Luke, Dylan

La Trampa Del Pug- 05/11/2023

Written by Jim Thompson
Published: 08 November 2023

Following an eventful journey to Matienzo, via almost-Bilbao and ultimately Santander, that being the wrong
airport in terms of intended destination but the right one in terms of the pilot actually being able to get the
plane on the ground in one piece due to falling-out-of-the-sky levels of turbulence due to wind, rapid action
from Joe and Chris who hired fresh cars before we’d even discovered if we’d be able to get off the plane, an
excited Team Awesome headed to do a recce of the route and drop some kit at the end of the exploration
objective for the week, Torca De Pena Encaramada

After a fun time changing in glorious sunshine surrounded by eucalyptus trees and some kind of giant hornet
that we preferred to not inspect too closely, the team dropped the 30m entrance pitch and assembled in a
chamber seemingly made for calibration of Distos. After the usual interminable sequence of turning and
pressing we pressed on.

Bits of stomping interspersed with the odd squeeze led us to a 300m crabwalk in and above water more akin
to a Derbyshire cave and not what | came to Spain for, but the whole time was joyous, | felt fully switched on
and we were all bubbling away having loads of fun.

A lovely stroll along the ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’ took us further into the system, past a stunning aven
in the Long Road to Ruin that we eyed up as a possible climb, and eventually everyone paused at the | Want
it All boulder choke, where the way on appeared to be in a low, squalid crawl under a boulder and into a tight
looking squeeze. | preferred to let Rob, Joe and Dylan take the plunge first but once they were through and
confirmed the way was on, decided that delaying the inevitable would only make it worse so grovelled my
way through the muddy water and to the hole. The water wasn’t as bad as it looked, but the squeeze didn’t
look great. | poked an arm and head in and it didn’t feel great, so | popped back out and had a better look at
the shape of the hole and pushed in again. Back and forth four times with increasing insertion but ultimately
and increasing feeling of getting closer to total stuckness led me to reluctantly back out for what | thought
would be the final time and the end to my aspirations of pushing the end of the cave onwards to glory....

Cue the return of a calm and encouraging Joe at the other side of the hole, bringing assurances and kind
words that I'd most certainly have no problem reaching the hallowed other side if | only applied the right
fortitude.

Reinsertion commenced and immediately | felt better with Joe’s soothing tones coaxing me gently ahead. A
bit of vigorous pushing and wriggling and through | popped with an elated whoop! | headed forward to meet
Rob and Dyl at the bottom of a dark drippy aven full of fallen pillars of rock and the place felt ominous and
immediately remote compared to the preceding friendly metres.

| decided to go and check on Chris’ progress as | knew he’d be having similar thoughts to mine and found him
having a similar experience. Maybe my bedside manner is not what it should be but no amount of coaxing
would get him to commit so | called on a no-longer-soulless, but now rather Gentle Joe. Chris is a tad broader
than me and unfortunately even Joe’s powers couldn’t make him achieve the impossible in this case.

In spite of my elation at getting where | was in the first place, I'd had a slightly perturbed feeling that the feat
may not be quite so easy in reverse, and not wanting to find out at the end of a grueller, and not wanting to
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abandon Chris to cave out on his own, | decided to go back the way I'd come. | decide to go with my
preferred right arm forward like | had on the way through and the shape of the hole looked good for it. | got
inside and applied some power like | had done on the way through and kept moving right up to the point that
my hip bones ground to a halt on the rock. My ribs were a tad pinched too but the immovability of my pelvis
was the primary cause for concern. Not a problem, I'll just reverse out a try a slightly different position. At
this point | realised that my earlier slight perturbance had a sound base.

Literally nothing | did helped, | couldn’t move backwards, nor forwards, up, down, nothing. | felt a panic rise
but decided to supress it as a panicked caver is a bigger and more tired caver. Relaxing didn’t really help
however so | had a little panic again, and then a bigger one that gave way to shame and sorrow as the
realisation dawned that I'd really messed up on day one of the expedition and I'd been having such a great
time and | wouldn’t be able to go caving again and wondered how long I'd take to starve to death as the cave
didn’t even seem ¢old enough for hypothermia to take me away that quickly.

Gentle Joe had clearly sensed something was up, possibly because he’d heard my repeated cries of ‘oh fuck
I've fucked it this time’ or words to that effect. He came and grabbed hold of my legs to try to lift my hips out
of the narrowing at the bottom but it didn’t do much to relieve matters. Unfortunately for Sam he turned up
at my head end and asked if | could move, so feelings turned to rage as a screamed that if | could fucking
move I'd not be stuck in this fucking squeeze and if he didn’t have anything constructive to say he’d better
shut the fuck up. | immediately apologised and asked him to grab my head to take the strain off my tiring
neck. His presence did however have a calming effect as | calmed down and took stock the situation. |
couldn’t bend my torso forward, but reaching my arm behind revealed a massive space behind my arse....
Unusable space due to the fact that my hips were being pressurised into the rock in front but it was space.
Maybe | wasn’t trapped in the choke forever after all. For now though | wasn’t moving. The L shaped boulder
above me and the narrowing below me had me held fast.

I managed to get an arm down to reach my belt and thankfully the buckle was right where | needed it so |
wiggled it and millimetre by millimetre the buckle came undone and | pulled it off and out of the way. A few
mm hip wiggle forward made me feel better until | got more stuck, however at that point Sam realised that
my oversuit was rucked up behind my arse. | shifted a shoulder and felt material slip a few mm up my back.
‘Sam, grab my collar and fucking pull!’ cordura sliding up my back gave me the impetus to push as hard as |
could and | shouted ‘Sam! Keep fucking pulling and don’t stop!’ As the fabric slid | went with it and forgot
about the fact that it felt like my pelvis was being abraded against the rock. The next moment | shot out of
the squeeze like a cork out of a bottle with an even bigger whoop than the entry whoop and dragged myself
through the puddle before collapsing at the feet of Luke and Chris with looks of genuine concern on their
faces. They rallied round and shoved some food and drink into me and | sat for a moment saying ‘fucking hell
I really thought I'd fucked it’... Quick hug for Sam before he headed through the newly christened ‘Pug Trap’
and it was time to get the hell out of there.

The return trip felt great in the circumstances with no lasting trauma evident. 300m of flat out wet crawling
felt a lot harder than on the way in and it was only after about 200m that | realised that it hadn’t been flat
out crawling on the way in and stood up.

Chris and | lost Luke and Jon in the Disto chamber and had a little detour down the wrong direction until the
lack of footprints highlighted our folly and we retraced our route and back to the entrance shaft.

As Chris prusiked up | sat in the dark and felt glad to be with such a mega team and pondered whether | felt
fast and fit for the ascent. Just as | started to feel the cold Chris boomed out ‘rope free!” and | stuck on my
jammers and bolted for freedom. | was fast and fit and in short order was inhaling the amazing smell of a
eucalyptus scented surface air in the utter darkness of the Cantabrian night.
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Matzo AlfChrisReport 18/11/2023 Alf Latham

Chris Camm and Alf Latham — two- week trip based in La Cavada. Chris Camm has the ‘pings’. My E-N positions here
estimated from Google Maps. The mini-expedition was repeatedly hit by blustery winds and rain. (Grid refs below
spotted from Google Maps 26/11/23, to replace original refs off Google Maps.)

Friday. 27/10/23.

Trip to explore depressions in the eucalypt plantations down to the west off the back road above Riafo at about

3/36/30W, 43/20/85N. Farm track through a double gate. Noisy dog. e QJU'A‘& _ mé

Two holes found.

NEW SITE 5392 One at about 43.34787247486272, -3.6140801581355007 [equates to 30T 450231 4799630, alt

284m), a rift dug out by Chris and requiring a ladder. Awkward drop of 5m to sloping rift and short climb down, then
~ 8m to body-size low chamber with small hole. No draft.

NEW SITE 5393 Number two. What looks like a collapsed passage with deep clints and crevices in prominent

limestone ridge below house at the road fork. Alf uncovered a 1m round hole partly in earth at about

43.346444854604094, -3.614653183875741 at altitude about 286m [equates to 30T 450183 4799471, alt 280m ].

Undescended drop of 5m. Might be an inward draft. ’

Area not fully explored by us. It takes a gorse basher to get through.

" Sat 28/10/2023.
Afternoon visit to Sin Sendero #5227, Riafio, and caps into multi-flowstone barrier at end of entrance rift heading
toward Ali Chamber and Sandy Chamber in Harry’s CS (see previous accounts). Found gaps between flows but no real
progress made.

Sunday 29/10/2023.

Parked up on back road Arriba-Alisas toward Riafio

Walked for several hours in fields and woods below. Chris found attractive bench-gulley. A shallow valley in wood to
" new farm excavation-development is fed by a very tight resurgence

NEW SITE 5394 at 43.356271001798454, -3.6748111142478446. [equates to 30T 445316 4800600, altitude 172m]

No real finds.

Monday 30/10/2023
Scouted area above the Alisas road of Avenida Arriba Alisas, attracted by some newly logged ground. The old -
plantation is very dense. Looked at the cow fields down to limestone outcrops and found one new hole.

~ NEW SITE 5395 at about 43.34661487742216, -3.67676121114819 207m. [equates to 30T 445149 4799529] This
hole in cattle field estimated depth is 10m or more with inward draft. It has been slabbed over and thick slab is
anchored by a young ash tree.

Tuesday, 31/10/2023
Alf visit to Phil Parker’s #5353 at Hornedo. Several cap holes to widen rift at end of roomy entrance. Good draft in.
Chris estimated plan distance to nearest part of Vaca to be around 70m. Goats appear to be using it as a shelter.

Wednesday, 1/11/23.
Alf visit to #5353. More cap holes to allow better access.

~Thursday 2/11/2023.
- Rain and wind. Up Arroyo Bencano (Moncobe) in the afternoon, with fallen oaks being cleared off the road.
Bank has continued to subside into the stream bed. Investigated the sandstone valley on W side. No real finds, not
surprisingly. The sandstone bed is quite thick. Found some shelf-like caves near the old ice house on the limestone
~ (see Orux maps).
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Saturday, 4/11/2023.

Arroyo Bencano. Chris dug out shelves of dens etc but to little effect. The ‘caves’ appear merely to be fallen slabs. The
area is now very densely overgrown so we could not reach/find previous prospects,

Alf explored main stream bed and realised that a large fault separates the limestones up-valley from the down-

thrown sandstone beds. A tributary valley, just up, and on opposite from where the Casa Vieja valley comes in,
yielded no new prospects. It might repay further scouting in the fields above.

Sunday, 5/11/2023 :

Above San Antonio areaon S side to 3014 (Clarke and Smith’s cave), etc. New logged area and new planting around
(The machines have scraped places to bare limestone on a ridge-plateau.

NEW-SITE-5396 5319 A shelf cave, now buried in bulldozed brush and earth, on hardwood corridor between
plantations ended in dry ‘den’ floor. Finishes at dead end low chamber.

NEW SITE 5396 3080 Chris (re)found a dig under a low sandstone cliff near a partly collapsed barn.

Monday, 6/11/2023
Chris dug his shelf. #3080 Three hours of progress unearthed soil, plastic bags and bottles. A suppose draft in a
cobweb was later reckoned to be caused by a large spider passing wind!

Alf confirmed holes in this area found earlier by John Southworth. Bits of holes in deep depressions not pinged but
would require digging out earth to some depth,

Tuesday 7/11/2023.

Alf third trip to 5353, Hornedo. Removed 3 large part of loose seat of rock and sand jammed in the rift,
the shelf to see down about 8m to a floor in a hading rift. V tight at the top.
More work needed.

then capped

Wednesday 8/11/2023
Summoned back a day early by Brit Ferries due to impending storms.
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