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From: Rupert S <r.skorupka@btinternet.com>
To: uzueka <uzueka@aol.com>; papard <papard@easynet.co.uk>
Subject: easter
Date: Wed, Jun 7,2017 12:20 pm

Hi Juan

have just looked over the report for easter and it reminded me there were a couple of trips | didnt write
up ( as they were just carrying gear ) but which may be of interest H

Towards the end of our stay | didnt fit in another diving trip specifically because | had an offer of help
carrying gear from a spanish cave diver called ADRIAN GONZALEZ from Oviedo. Adrian did a couple of
trips into Vallina and | made sure we had plenty to carry to make full use of his help.

Of more interest was the fact that Adrian co-ordinates rescues involving cave diving in the Asturias and is
closely involved in other caving areas. As an ex- Guardia Civil officer, he was in a position to give a factual
account of the situation involving cave diving rescues in Spain. | have heard many versions of how this
works, no two being the same, so it was interesting to hear what he had to say.

In effect when you ring 112 you are then under the direction of the Proteccion Civil, who oversee all the
emergency and police services. The PC then use their local contacts and expertise to assembile,
hopefully, a rescue team capable of carrying out the task in hand. The complication in cave diving is that
there is no unifying national body ( eg. the CDG ) to which they can turn in order to put the right persons
the place where they are needed. In Spain, cave diving is carried out by various groups that tend not to
co-operate or even contact each other. Some are cavers, some are sea divers, others are commercial
instructor type operations. So often it is not possible to contact the persons directly involved with
exploring a site, let alone arrange a national callout list.

As far as diving in our area is concerned, Adrian assures me that his group would be quickly contacted by
the PC if we had a dive related problem. However, their level of experience is limited ; there are only a
couple of 'certified' cave divers whom have completed several courses, and several others in the learning
process. They do have a very competent support team however, including a couple of caving doctors. It
seems they have learnt most of their cave diving through helping Jason at Pozo Azul. Im not sure how
they would interact with the Cantabrian local cave rescue team, but he does know Danny from Ramales
who holds this 'contract’, so presumably they get on.

50 there you have it; probably it is fair to say no two rescue procedures are the same given the above.

dmnmaaaagaoguaguaguguuww

Changing the subject to the Vallina survey,
the SOPI extensions :

following....

. . specifically the new bit drawn up relating the Sump 6 area to
I'mentioned this to Carmen and she has put a note in the logbook concerning the

Phil will understand this : when Phil and Pete surveyed the main river between sumps 5 and 6, the final
station was on a rock flake projecting from the stream, Just where the sump 6 pool starts ( according to
PE, because they didnt want to be swimming across a deep pool ). But, the co-ordinates for Martins
sump 6 survey begin at the line belay. There is a gap of approximately 20 metres between these two
points. So, if MHs sump survey is tacked onto the streamway survey, you will have an error caused by
this unsurveyed gap . Perhaps that is why sump 6 had to be rotated to fit the passages surveyed in the
muddy gallery down to sump 6A ?

On my next trip | will survey this leg so it can be included. Martins survey will be rough and ready, for the
simple reason he was doing everthing in one hit, ie. carrying dive gear, surveying the stream way, and
line laying and surveying the sump. He will have been rushed by pushing his air supply to the limit. | will
get around to re-surveying this sump more accurately once | have a good line established.
Im not sure who drew all this new stuff up, but if you could make them aware of this.

Cheers, Rupe
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24/07/2017 vallina dives

From: Rupert S <r.skorupka@btinternet.com>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: vallina dives
Date: Mon, Jul 24, 2017 1:14 pm

Hello Juan

During July | did a couple more dives which were not recorded. The details of the last, interesting one are
as follows ;

Vallina Downstream Sump 6.

70 metres into this sump, MH's line begins to rise up and to the left. | wanted to avoid an ascent as far as
possible so laid my line over to the right in a very big tunnel. Quite soon, an opaque white ceiling loomed
into view. This was a halocline of warmer, turbid water that had possibly come in as a result of a short
but heavy downpour on sunday night, 4 days ago.

This may indicate that the inlet into Sump 6 explored via the SOPI Extensions is fed by a stream that is
relatively close to the surface.

The milky vis descended gradually, til progress was made looking along a few inches of clear water at
floor level. MH's line was bumped into again, and by 90 metres | was expecting to have reached the
junction with the branch line to the deeper part of the sump. An old lead weight was encountered with
what looked like a bit of white tat tied off to it, but on pulling this, it emerged from a layer of mud and
continued.

Laying the last 10 metres of new line alongside this, it dropped through the murk back into clear water in
an equally large passage. A steep slope was followed down, but the old line was thin and in a frayed
condition , so this will need replacing. | belayed the end of my new 100 metre line to a flake at about 10
metres depth.

On the way out between sumps 5 and 6, | climbed up into the high levels and recovered my drysuit. This
was brought down to the streamway, and a changing area found where a sandy gallery crosses the
streamway with a slope up to a dry flat area.

On the next dive a few days later, a full cylinder and new reel of line were carried to sump 6. A dive was
not carried out though, as rain was forecast and | did not want to spend too long in the far reaches of the
cave. | climbed back into the high levels and recovered the rest of my dry gear and bits needed for a

drvsuit dive. It is worth noting that in high floods, the water in the river passage between sumps 5 and 6

reaches a height of at least 8 metres above normal. /
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4th Auygust 2017 - Vallina (733) - Vallina Three — up stream sumps

Present: Jim Lister, Ash Hiscock and Bill Lister Surface support
Diving Equipment taken in and the water levels checked.

th Ayoust 2017 — Vallina (733) — Vallina Three — up stream sumps
tdave Dillon
Present: Jim Lister, Ash Hiscock, Dave Garman, Alistair Smith, “Tackleberry”, Josh White
and Bill Lister Surface support
Diving Cylinders and Equipment were transported to Dive Base.

6t August 2017 — Vallina (733) - Vallina Three - up stream sump two

Present: Jim Lister, Ash Hiscock and Bill Lister Surface support

Ash Dived Sump 2B until he reached Jim’s line reel at 570 meters? (Ash has doubts on
the surveys accuracy) He attached his dive reel and continued to descend steeply but
found the sump choked by gravel a short distance ahead.

Sump 2B needs resurveying? A disappointing result for such a promising dive site.

7t August 2017 — Vallina (733) - Vallina Three - up stream su three

Present: Jim Lister and Bill Lister Surface support

The diver headed to the junction in upstream sump 2 and found the water from sump
2B was crystal clear and the water from sump 2 and sump 3 was very murky with less
than 90 cm visibility.

This suggested to the diver that these sumps were part of an active stream way so he
headed up towards sump 3 to investigate.

The dry passage between sump Z and 3 had a substantial but murky stream running
along it, crystal clear water also flowed into the steam from impenetrable inlets in the
roof.

Sump 3 was very cloudy but the diver entered the sump and followed the dive line,
purple/pink string followed by orange 6mm polypropylene to where it terminated in a
cross rift.

The diver attached his guideline 4mm blue polypropylene, tagged every 5 meters and
started to search for the way on.




The visibility was limited and the way on was not obvious, forward, left, right, and above &
were blank as stated in previous dive reports but the diver used his experience from
diving in Torca la Vaca and Riafio and looked at the sediment patterns and found from
this the way on was directly behind and above in the divers blind spot. "
The diver eventually surfaced in an active stream way, which he followed for 30 meters
to sump 4 and 5, both of which were relatively short.

On surfacing beyond sump 5 in a foam-covered sump pool, the diver encountered a
reasonable sized stream way which had a junction a short distance from the sump podl,
the passage heading east ended in another sump (sump 6) after a short 5 minute walk.
The left hand side passage heading north was followed and another substantial steam
way entered from the left.

Although this stream way appeared slightly smaller it emitted a substantial amount of
crystal clear water,

The main stream passage was followed to a boulder ramp that entered a sizable
breakdown chamber, the stream way continues on the other side.

8" August 2017 - Vallina (733 ) - Vallina Three - dry passage beyvond upstream

sump 5

Jim Lister & Mark Smith and Bill Lister Surface support

Aim was to explore and survey leads left by |L at the first breakdown following sump 5,
Pair took the left hand, north passage directly after sump surface, Stream way 1m wide x
3m high was followed passing an inlet on the left hand side carrying a decent stream...
left un-investigated. Followed streamway until breakdown chamber reached. Way on
found over the top over boulder pile back down into stream way. The stream way (4m
wide) with muddy banks and white moon milk/calcite bed consisted of partly crawling
and partly walking passage.

The streamway opened up into boulder strewn inclining passageway 20+ degrees
incline. Passageway on right hand side (going in) noted but not explored.

Further climb up ramp with boulders led to apparent choke. Way on found on the right
hand side with a climb up through boulders into floor of sizeable chamber (30m x 30m
approx). Stream could be heard on the far left. Boulder ramp up to far end of chamber
and window noted and explored on right hand side up about 7m. This was climbed to
reveal large, well decorated chamber of similar proportions (30m x 30m) with some
nice formations. Above climb possible aven with flowstone noted.

Back in initial chamber the left hand side was followed up a 20 degree slope to a small
climb down back into the stream way which was followed for a short distance when it
divided into three. Middle route, with the least water, was explored and ended in an
impenetrable calcite fissure. Other two stream ways were not investigated.

Last available diving day.

10t August 2017 - Vallina (733) - Vallina Three - up stream sumps

Present: Jim Lister, Mark Smith, Ash Hiscock, Bill Sherrington, Alex Sheppard, and Sahil
Maharaj and Bill Lister Surface support

Most of the equipment transported to surface Sahil and Alex shown equipment-hauling
techniques on 40-meter shaft using pulleys etc.

11th August 2017 - Vallina {733} ~ Vallina Three - up stream sumps

Present: Jim Lister, Mark Smith and Bill Lister Surface support.

Final few bags and cylinders removed, meet up with Peter Smith, Lloyd, Carol Smith,
Chris Scaife, at the entrance who kindly carried two cylinders back to the cars for us.
Project completed until Easter, as we do not wish to cause Rupert Skorupka visibility
problems on his downstream sump project.

Many Thanks to the Expedition Organizers for making it all possible!




Site: 0713, Fuente Aguanaz
Date: 12 August 2017

Present: Jim Lister, Bill Lister
We borrowed Phil’s Machete and cut a meter wide trail through the jungle from the

Aguanaz upper entrance to dead dog entrance in preparation for the following days trip
and hopefully Easter?

Site: 0713, Fuente Aguanaz

Date: 13 August 2017

Present: Jim Lister, Bill Lister support

Following a conversation with Mark Smith and consultation with Juan and Phil, it was
decided to confirm that the sump, which is located shortly before the terminal choke, at
the far end of Aguanaz and which had not been previously dived, did not have any under
water junctions?

The diver entered the sump which was 3 meters in diameter and very pleasant and
thought for a short time that this really could be the main way on and not the passage
blocked by the choke? Unfortunately after 20 meters (approximately) the diver surfaced
in the stream way next to the choke, confirming the information on the survey to be
correct.

The diver then removed his diving equipment and had a good look around the choke,
which is accurately described in the earlier reports.

Before diving the “tight sump with sharp rock projections” which again is as described.
Engineering work would be possible but best left whilst there are open leads still in
Aguanaz,

A useful day, as now all attention at the site can be concentrated at “Sarah Jean” passage.
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15/8/2017 lim Lister with Bill Lister. Fndge Door Cave 1800 -~ E
Dived to far end and climbed Aven, capped constrition marked on survey and broke through into rift,
with streamway leading off. (1.5 meters wide and 2.5 meters hight) followed streamway to
Duck/Sump 31 meters from break through point. Enlarged capped passage on way out.
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From: Simon Comhiil ;si_m_or{cc_)nﬁ1iﬁ@ds?piﬁe;.cbrﬁ{ - T
To: 'Phil Papard' <papard@easynet.co.uk>; Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Final loghbook

2889 :: Big Mat Calf Hole to Far Frizzington
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SITE 780 - Corcada
Vendredi 18 aoiit 2017
L'équipe est multinationale, 2 anglais (peter ct phil) un espagnol () et 2 frangais (guy et patrick).

Les 3 premiers vont dans "Fossil Route” (voie fossile). (voir le cr de peter et phil)

Les 2 "frenchies" vont au terminus de 1" Active Route".

Une série de tirs dans le passage impénétrable permet d'avancer rapidement de 2 m dans un méandre

. haut de 3 m, puis une deuxiéme série méne a 5 ou 6 m depuis le début des travaux, au sommet d'un

nouveau petit puits estimé a 6/7 m.
Si le fond semble bien praticable, le haut nécessite des travaux pour passer, usant la troisiéme et ultime

Dbatterie du perforateur.

L'obstacle devrait étre vite franchi lors d'une prochaine sortie.

A noter que le net courant d'air aspirant évacue les gaz et permet pour l'instant un travail dans d'assez
bonnes conditions, A suivre !!

Guy Simonnot
Torca de la Corcada
Site 780
désobstruction 18-08-2017
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1294 Epiglottis (4114) 15 Aug. Andy Q., Pete S.

On our second day’s digging, we finished opening up the squeeze. On the first day we’d found some
large stal lying buried in the sediment and some smaller pieces apparently beneath a layer of
flowstone, which seemed a little strange, as if someone in the past had broken them and left them
there. Andy got through the squeeze first. Inside we soon spotted some faint footprints. Someone
had definitely been in the cave. A few small bones and a canine tooth or ‘fang’, and some marks on
the walls only increased the impression: someone had been here before us!

On the other side of the squeeze, the passage rapidly increased to walking size with some pools of
water and some quite nice stal. 1t soon ended at a low crawl which we opened up later, after
fetching the hammer and chisel from the first dig. The passage sloped up and down again to a choke.

We took some photos and surveyed everything. When the survex file was plotted, it all became
clear: the survey was identical to number 1294, Epiglottis Cavern, which had been located too low
down on the hillside. Now the only mystery was, in the 19 years since the cave was first explored
how did the first squeeze get to look as if no one had ever forced their way through it? And how had
their footprints got so faint? After we’d been up and down the passage a couple of times, we’d left
some very obvious footprints. Let's hope the cave recovers from our visit in the same way.

Description:
1294

A 1m high and wide entrance leads after 6m of crawling to an excavated squeeze. This opens up in a
larger passage with old gour pools. The passage then increases in height to over 3m. There are a
couple of pools of water in the middle of the passage and excellent formations mostly along the
right-hand wall. After 20m, this passage ends at a low crawl over flowstone. This leads to a calcite
slope up and then down again to a choke with little potential for digging. At the start of the bigger
passage, a passage on the right turns back towards the surface and chokes.

5th September DropBox

Hi, I have managed to find the video we took in 383 Fuente De Escabor on Tth August 2014. We
somehow ended up with a local resident who was keen to come into Escabor with us, it turned out
he knew Pete Smith! From what I remember the description is accurate, and as you can make out .
from the videos it is too tight over the final gour. I started to carve a drainage channel in it
but the local wasn't happy about this as he is an artist and liked it the way it was, oops. I do
recall that it would be worth surveying as it must have been around 50m in an interesting spot.
We will probably do this next time we go to Matienzo as we are rapidly ploughing through ocur to-
do list.

Simen.




From: LToyd_ Ca_\nftﬁome_<ﬁoyg_caw_thc;ne@hoRaEI.com>

To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Re: Ma!ien
Date: Wed, Qct 4, 20 30 pm

HiJuan,

Both Chris and | have locked at the v

got at least 2 meters below where A
remember using that as a handhold

| hope that helps,

Lloyd

dam is. At the bott

above head height,

ideo. It is hard to sa

y as the cave is quite narrow, but we both feel we
om when he is sat down there is a flake to his left, |
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