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“17™ July 2014. Site 4043, Torca Cafiaos. Ali, James & Juan.
The previous trip (15/5/2014) had explored the Galeria de Yeso and s
Ali rigged the entrance pitch for SRT: tree, Y hang and deviation.

passages.
¢ Went to the end of the Yeso passage

before and the route closed down in two directions in san

. b bl Siec %éq -
She %‘1‘15‘.--(5'%0\ 2 MQQ i, Q/M)/‘\Z\J 5o dideF drscand

Hack Ao o
%WI‘J A Sl

urveyed the main line only, not investigating any side passages.
Objective was to complete the survey of the Galeria de Yeso and explore side

where Ali attacked the squeeze through at station 0 only to find that others had been there

d and stal. Total length about 10m, not surveyed.

e Just back from the end is a slope down which turns down to the right to meet the stream. At this and other places where a route

exists between “middle level” and the stream,

ponded by cobbles both upstream and downstream. Neoprene may be required to push on in the stream. The route down was

surveyed. Batch 14-02: Surveyed length 29.4m

e Afew metres further on in the main passage, James entered a small tube rising on the left, which became too small at a carbide
“sTOP”. He spent 30 minutes hammering out the squeeze before pushing through
at a possible draught. This was surveyed. Batch 14-03: Surveyed length 32.9m

Ali dug out a flat out crawl to a slight

enlargement and a tight climb down to the stream. Batch 14-04: Surveyed length 30.7m.

the stream is met in a roomy chamber with the passage continuing low with water

to a small continuation where it became too small

e Juan investigated passages off station 14-01.10 near the stal floor arrow. The rifty one to the east is entered at the heart graffiti and
continues after 30m. A short climb to the west at station 14-01.10 enters a verand

enters a larger decorated route which also continues.

6 hour trip. Entrance pitch derigged.

Then drove back via Villaneuva to GPS out-of-area hole which James had spotted previously.

a in the aven and another walking passage which

These all need exploring and surveying.

Hedge yer Bets Dig X0001: 30T 447783 4804189 (out of area at Villanueva). This hole is just off the road behind a hedge and has a good

draught. A few metres further up the road is a draughting hole in the road-side scar. L{; 060,
Then drove on to Garzon and GPS'd the probable location for'simW: 30T 450246 4803177. This is on the side of a small

vegetated depression and is a 2m slither down to where a 3m pitch drops down under the e

— thiat has the 3m pitch almost at the surface.

18" July Ali & Juan Aim to investigate the western side of Monte Vizmaya where there are i

with near vertical climb up from the eastern en
we reached the almost impenetrable workings.

speleological interest was found. Kept heading
dogs. We finally hit the main N634 road at Alto

ntrance. Reality doesn’t quite match the old survey

ron stone mines — limestone pinnacles. started off

d of El Bosque industrial estate following goat tracks. The ground levelled out somewhat until

One rift was investigated and a short foray made into the pinnacles. After a short walk down an
obvious track we returned uphill, heading north and skirting the east side of the workings. One other rift was entered but nothing of

nort

h then down to a track which lead through enclosures with goats and sheep with barking

del Bosque, walked down to solares and turned left back to the estate and the car.
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yg.luly 2014. Torca Cafiaos. James & Juan. Ali and Pete Smith.
“” All descended and reached Stal Arrow chamber.

James and Juan then went off to explore a passage on the west side of the chamber up a short climb. This rises gently in a
narrow, walking-size route for 25m before popping up in a larger passage. Left, to the south, is nicely decorated but has a floor
of sticky mud near the end. There are possibilities here beyond a flat out crawl or through stal on the left. The passage might be
only 4m below the surface and tree roots are seen near the end. The large pit close to the end has a small route off at the base;
another shallow hole half way along is blind. A slither up on calcite on the west wall enters a small oxbow and choked tubes.

The route north of the entry point still has a number of extension possibilities. This going is a mixture of walking and short
crawls, well decorated in places and worth a photo/video trip. There are numerous cobble deposits, some on the floor and other
at various levels. Near station 9 (marked) there are a couple of short climbs into higher passages (apparently unexplored} which
will require some assistance (shoulders, etriers or lasso?). A short distance beyond, Ali and Pete were met near to a set of mud
sculptures including a small man with beret. They had climbed up on the west wall between stns 14-01.33 and 34.

Although the two ends of the Western Loop set off on the west side of the main route, the passage passes over and back
again about half way along.

lames also explored across the top of the climb into the southern entry to the Western Loop and reached a climbable aven.
A horizontal passage needs hammering at the end. Along here there is a crack down to an enlargement.

14-05 Love Heart Passage Ali Pete 37.4m
14-06 Oxbow Ali Pete 6.6m
14-07 Ali Pete 47.3m
14-08 Western Loop (from the north) Ali Pete 33.7m
14-09 Western Loop (from the south) James & Juan 272.0m
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Peter Smith
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4065: Cueva de los Zorros 1 () @
452672 4803339 Alt. 89m Length 67m }

The entrance of the cave is in a small limestone knoll, to the south of the houses in the north-east of Solérzano. On the right of the
entrance a small passage slopes down to a choke. The main passage continues more or less walking height to a squeeze and a second

section of passage with some stal and tree roots. This ends abruptly at a ramp up. At the top of the ramp, it might be possible to dig out

a narrow passage along a rift heading east. e~ ; _ :
There is a Cueva de los Zorros 11 somewhere in the vicinity, but it has not been located. According to one account, the entrance might

be in the “corridor” immediately to the south in the knoll.
4066: Shaft
451714 4794604 Alt. 443m Depth 10m

On the slope above Torca de los Cantones, in a shakehole with large boulders. A squeeze down between two boulders leads to a 4m
vertical drop into a small chamber. The chamber slopes down to a 1m climb and choke.

Peter Smith S e S
21 August 2014. 2889 Torca La Vaca via Big Mat Calf Hole
Bill Sherrington, Simon Cornhill, Di Arthurs, Neil McCallum
‘The Whitehavens’

Bill was very keen to check out a tip off from Dave Gledhill about a ‘definitely going roof passage’ in The Whitehavens area of
Vaca at the end of the ‘A590 Vindication Highway'.

So using the new entrance a very efficient and enjoyable romp was had to Scafell Aven, at the bottom of this a discussion
about whether to take the high level or the streamway was had. Bill knew the stream level route well enough so even though its
a bit of a detour we went this way and it's a very pleasant splash about when your hot from stomping in from the new entrance
and avoided the swim from the old entrance. '

At the end of the A590 a small slet on the right hand side is the entrance to The Whitehavens and this is a bit thrutchy to begin
but soon pops out into a big rift passage.

Di boosted Simon into the roof passage and a frantic scramble saw him established 4m above the floor of the rift and looking
down another 4m into the ‘new”.

A handline descent enterad 4m of passage ending quickly at a dreadful muddy tube getting too tight. In Simon’s words ‘its just
like trying to get down a toilet soil pipe’. A similar tube was spotted in the roof but not attempted looking equally uninviting. No
draught, no prospects. A dud.

Neil and Bill started out whilst Si and Di carried on to 1st Terminal Boulder Choke prospecting for leads and familiarising
themselves with the area. Neil and Bill waited at the top of Scafell for the other 2 to appear at the bottom and then headed out
clearing the rubbish from the Dingle Camp en route.

22 August 2014 2889 Torca La Vaca - Frizzington Extensions
Di Arthurs, Simon Cornhill

After a road trip to drop Bill off at Bilbao airport, we decided to have an easy day.

Taking advantage of the new Bigmat Calf Hole entrance to Vaca, we went to checkout the mystery surrounding the location of
the 'Frizzington Extensions' on the survey.

Having inadvertently gone some way into this area with Pete Hall and MUSC Mike on our first BMCH location trip, we had
passed several mouldy and illegible survey stations written on what looks like normal paper (tut tut!), so we knew that the
current surveyed limit extends much further South than it is placed on the main Vaca survey.

South from a high level chamber containing a cairn with a glove on it Dingle Stn:23? (where the route from Ed's Birthday
Passage emerges) we started down the slope from another cairn with the first mouldy station note found. It looks like this could
be station 44(7) from batch 2889_10_01 and passing scrawled on a rock '41 - 1/4/10' we surveyed into Frizzington. At another
mouldy station note we went off the main passage and into new territory, discovering large areas of rodent (?) dropping in
various states of decomposition. A quick dig and a few crawls emerged back into the main trampled passage.

Uzueka - Sloppy Inlet 23rd August 2014
Diane Arthurs, Simon Cornhill, Neil McCallum
‘Professional Advice Extensions’

The 3 named above went to Sloppy Inlet via Giant Panda to continue where Siand Di had left off high up in Tixtu Aven at the
end of S.|. Some re rigging of the pitch and the superb ‘airy’ traverse at the top was completed before Simon went to rig the
previously discovered ‘big pitch’, whilst myself and Di began the survey. The first 30 or so meters is in a gently descending
muddy streamway with crumbling mud walls and soon ends at a 28m pitch into a large chamber (Professional Advice) with
hanging boulders as a roof and lots of holes through big boulders in the floor.

Turning right in this chamber a large passage is entered and a ledge on the left side leads past a circular pot and along into a
dead end after 20m or so. In this dead end is the skeleton of some unidentified mammal big enough to be a wolf or wild boar

but could be ;_nything. o L RCR




The 1m circular pothole gives a 15m pitch into a lower passage doubling back to below the first big chamber with a 3m free
climb into this lower chamber, the roof of which is composed of the boulders we were stood on previously.

A short crawl at the far end of the lower chamber gives access to a further chamber and a large 3 to 4m diameter passage
heading off to the right. After shouts of ‘BONG’ it proceeded to not bong and after 15m degenerated into a very narrow
s'freamway. Simon forced this downstream for around 30m to a small aven and we decided to survey to this point. That done
Simon carried on downstream to a similar aven, past this and into a wider (1m) taller {4m) rift passage with some boulder
obstacles. | free climbed the first aven for 5m or so but it all closed down rapidly. We turned round at this point after a superb
afternoons exploring leaving the end wide open for a future foray. i

Once back at the top of Tixtu Aven, which is now an incredibly impressive pitch of around 50m, comparable with the best in
Lancashire! We surveyed down the shaft to tie in with the existing station at the foot of the pitch. A steady plod out including

some light fettling and some cursing at the stooping sections saw us back at the car just after 1 am, a trip of a little under 12
hours. Its now an involved, varied and fairly strenuous 3 plus hours to ‘the end’ as we left it.

24 Augu:_it 2014 2889 Torca La Vaca - Frizzington
A ve.ry quick descent of Bigmat Calf Hole, to continue trying to make sense of Frizzington series. We surveyed starting from
station 1.12 following the main route heading in a SE direction. Eventually finishing for the day in an ongoing untrampled area.

2889 Torca La Vaca - 'Front Door'

25 August 2014
Di Arthurs, Simon Cornhill

A swift trip to recover Bill Sherington’s neo-fleece from the shores of Lake Bassenthwaite. The two ladders, ropes, hangers and
maillons were removed from the pitches to the duck, along with the rope and one hanger on the pitch from the higher to the
lower level although the traverse line was left in place.

25 August 2014 2889 Torca La Vaca - 'Back Door' (same day)
Di Arthurs, Simon Cornhill

Having spent the morning deciphering what had happened to the original Frizzington Series surveyor's data (which has been
connected to the main survey in a very wrong location), we were now confident where it should be.

However the only existing fixed stations we had tied our survey into, turned out to all be from the previous 'floating’
Frizzington survey trip (batch 2889_10_01). So we surveyed from our initial survey station 1.0 via glove junction to dingle station
31 (2889_09_14.31) at the base of the dodgy climb up. From this point going SE down the slope and traversing over the left-
hand ledge a climb up and short crawl emerges by station 1.7 in the Frizzington series, a nice short cut!

Moving swiftly on to where we had left off the previous day (Station: 3.33) following the main 'obvious' way on with the
draught in our faces. Progress wasina comfortably sized passage passing numerous cross rifts, most too small to enter,
constantly clambering up and down various obstacles. An obvious side passage on the left quickly reconnected back to the main
route (either side of the 'Old Man Of Coniston' 5tn: 3.50).

NOTE: An exceedingly dodgy 1m high arch at Stn: 3.65 requires a careful low limbo to pass under it! Shortly after this moisture
beads were seen on the passage walls, and shortly after that decaying rat(?) poo & the bones of a rat(?) were encountered.

The rift then narrows with the draught picking up. Eventually a squeeze was forced through a short tube on the left-hand side
of the passage, over blocks to several holes looking down into a chamber. Tools required to gain access.

Pleased with our efforts for the day this was a fitting turn around point, exiting at midnight

26 August 2014 2889 Torca La Vaca - Frizzington Extensions
Di Arthurs, Simon Cornhill, Neil McCallum

With the tales of going new passage, Nez was once again tempted underground.

Entering via BMCH, we started off by surveying the loop round 'The Old Man Of Coniston' then moving on to the main
event, the end of the previous day's exploration. While Di & Nez surveyed through the squeeze, Simon armed with a small
crowbar enlarged a downwards slot enough to continue,

A 3x3m wide rift heads off up a 2m climb to an impressive 27m high aven, ‘Careful What You Wish For', Although the roof
looks like sand stone, it seems like a passage can be seen near the top, the rock is sound and would make a good climbing
project.

Through boulders under the aven, deep holes could be seen giving the impression of a false floor. Just back and on the right of
the aven, a narrow rift was descended for 9m to jammed blocks where a hole down was distoed to 22m. It may be possible to
dig out the jammed blocks and descend the 22m pitch, the rift looks like it would be tightish to start off with but opens out
further down. Another good lead but would require some work.

A short distance on a 2m climb up enters an other area with deep rifts off to the sides. Unfortunately Nez's helmet escaped off
of his head and disappeared down one of these. An impromptu inspection of said rift and it was safely recovered - lucky boy! It
becomes too tight going down, whilst horizontally progress is in a necky '‘Quaking’ style pushed for some distance until sense
prevailed. #

The passage continues changing nature, stepping down over a puddle the floor is mud covered and gently ascending. A small
blind chamber was climbed into, whilst underneath this a low muddy crawl has the draught coming out of it, this was left
unpushed.

With a strict 9pm dinner date looming, a rapid exit was made. So much so, we had time for a quick pitstop in Bar German!




27 August 2014 2889 Torca La Vaca - Frizzington Extensions @
Di Arthurs, Simon Cornhill

A quick trip in via Big Mat Calf Hole, to the T-junction in Frizzington just past the Snow Dome (Stn: 3.29) to the left which we
had inadvertently continued into on the way back on the two previous trips.

This Passage, crawling at first passing some interesting holes in the floor enters a small chamber (Far Of Track). At the
northern end a climb up into a shattered section, the way on then splits.

Left and down, a rift passes several deep holes in the floor and roof ending in a climb down (undescended) which is very close
to station 3.10.

To the right a crawling sized tube heads NNW passing an unsurveyed passage on the left through three enlargements, until a
wriggle up and left enters a 'reasonable sized' chamber with a couple of footprints, which leads to a well trampled area close to
Dingle station 31 (2889_09_14.31) at the base of the dodgy climb.

Surveying had to be abandoned at this point, due to a date with a large ferryl!|
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