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22/10/2014 Wednesday 4069 Pete Eagan; Alasdair Neill and Phil Papard

Short trip following arrival from ferry, to check Pete’s new flashes/fireflys and to photograph the cave and
check if there were any useful sites to dig etc. A number of photo’s were taken of formations, no significant
sites for digging were identified.

23/10/2014 Cueva Riocueva 4042 4043 - Pete E; Ali and Phil P

Photographic and survey trip using Torca de los Caiiaos. Surveyed beyond stal squeeze in passage above
ladder pitch in Galeria del Laboratorio (batch 4043-14-32): higher passage on north near beginning of Galeria
del Tembleque (batch 4043-14-33); and two oxbows off Galeria del Yeso (batch 2023-14-34) — total surveyed
125m.

24/10/2014 Alisas Pete E: Ali and Phil P

Walk to 3938/9 to survey the find we made last autumn, surveyed 66m and spent some time digging at bottom
of entrance rift and also boulder choke in chamber between the two entrances. Both will need more work and
snappers/caps — should check for draught in hot weather to judge prospects.

After survey of 3938/9 we walked down and in a circle back to car. Phil P followed a gully/valley down over
sandstone to a depression with a 2m cliff on the east side, with what looks like a sink (flood debris) and a
small cave that needs the soil/leaves etc digging out. Good outward draught.

Site 4065 4082 447895,4794093 alt (from map) 446m

Peter found three holes:

1. Large open sh ith sloping sides about 6m deep. Needs a rope to get to bottom due to loose leaves etc. —
needs GPS =) jois A

2. Small hole covered by rocks at head of shallow valley, will need crowbar to move rocks to gain entry —
needs GPS (@2 m#m 4099 S

3. 4066 site 4092 447585,4794270 - 625m alt — covered shaft at head of shallow valley on a track near edge
of field. Needs large rocks moving to get in, no belay nearby.

25/10/2014 Fridge Door Cave 1800 — Pete E and Ali

Tried to lower the water to pass the upstream sump. After two hours of digging the floor we had managed to
lower the water about two inches. More work needed or a diver. The roof of the sump appears to be level
about two metres wide and deep. The water clears quickly. Checked out possible climb but closed down to
tubes. The water at the bottom of ladder pitch down slope, stayed clear and appears to be just a pool with no
way on.

25/10/2014 BigMat Calf Hole 3916 — Phil P, Pete E and Ali

Stainless rebar steps placed in bottom of ent just below tube, and one placed in bottom of tube. Tried to saw
out bottom of round holes in tube to make it easier to get boots in — found it was difficult due to restricted
room and nature of tube, only one hole partly completed. Need a smaller saw and a sharp chisel.

26/10/2014 Sunday Cueva Riocueva 4042 — Pedro, Juan. Pete E. Ali. Phil P

Surveying and photo trip using the archaeological entrance as a team were working on the site and Pedro had
arranged for us to go in while the gate was open. Juan used his GoPro to film the trip while Phil P and Pedro
surveyed the main passage up to the choke. We were told by one of the archaeological team that you could go
down to the steam through the choke. The route is at first a crawl to a climb, followed by a small crawl and a
2m drop through a tight hole to a sloping stal ramp down to a boulder floored chamber and the stream
passage. A ladder would be best for the 2m drop, but we managed with a rope — a bolt was placed at the drop
top. Above the climb up in the choke a chamber was also surveyed. Total surveyed 198m. Batch 4042-14-02
Pete E and Ali surveyed and took photographs Galeria del Tembleque from the climb into the main passage to
the west — 101m surveyed (batch 4042-14-04). This ended in a section of cave 3m wide with large amounts of
fresh animal shit, digging would be required to get any further. Also an inlet some 70m into the cave on the
south side was surveyed and pushed passed an oxbow until it required digging — 68m surveyed (batch 4042-
14-03).

Some photos were taken in the entrance passage and a small RED splodge on the wall was photographed. This
makes the cave length surveyed to date at 4,575m.




After the survey work in 4042, Juan had a quick look in the sites below.

Site 4087 — the wet weather resurgence. After a 3m crawl water is met at a pool with the draught coming over.
~ Length 5m

Site 4086 — A 2m climb up enters a chamber with a rift going off on the right. There was little draught. Length

8m

27" October 3938/9 Pete E, Ali and Phil P. Aim was to dig the end of the slope down from the entrance of
3938 which Ali thought would take only a little time, and then go on to the other holes we found on the 24,
But it took all day and 2 snappers, many caps and a lot of hammering for Pete to squeeze through to find the
extensive continuation was only a metre or so to a choked small slot — not worth a dig. The best option now is
the choke in the chamber between the two caves marked as dig on the survey.

28" QOctober General purpose trip into Cafiaos 4043, Phil, Ali, Peter Eagan and Juan. Peter took photos with
Phil and Ali along the Galeria de Yeso while Juan filled in missed survey detail. New passages were surveyed:
small addition to the oxbows (batch 14-34) and Bold Step Passage (previously explored by James) which was
connected to the G. de Yeso further back down the passage. (Batches 14-35 and 14-36). Also a higher level
roof tube entered (on the Villaverde de Pontones / Hoznayo boundary!) which went for a stooping 25m (not
surveyed).

Photos were taken down the streamway off the entrance shaft. Both this and the possible passage up boulders
at the drop down into the river need surveying.

Total surveyed since Easter 2014 is now 4682m

29" October 3916 BigMat Calf Hole Phil, Peter and Ali prepared the top of the shaft with a pentagon of
cement board, rebar and the previously prepared bolt in a limestone block for the gate, while Juan mixed 2
bins worth of concrete outside Andy and Julie’s at La Via. Concrete delivered to hole, thrown into the
formwork, tamped, smoothed off and left to set.

Pete and Ali then went to Hoyuca 107 to finish off the Tiler’s Way resurvey, batch 0107-14-03,

30™ October Thursday Refiada 0048 Phil and Pedro took Patrick Degouve to the sump as part of the Alto
Ason hydrology project. Peter Eagan with Ali and Juan photographed from the entrance through to
Breakdown Chamber, including Anastomoses Hall and Sanatogen Passage.

31" October Refiada 0048 Ali - solo trip in the entrance series, starting the resurvey of Refiada. Batch 0048-
14-02.

3" November BigMat Calf Hole 3916 Quick visit by Juan to fill up the holes around the entrance with clay
and soil. Will it grass over by Easter?

10th, 11th November BigMat Calf Hole 3916 Dan Hibberts, John Palmer and Bob Toogood. Two trips spent'
trying to find the way through to the main route from the BigMat Calf Hole entrance.
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14th Novembcr Torca del Coteron 264 Dan, Bob and John through trip down the Edge of the Umverse and
_ out of Refiada. Noticed possible passage going off above the second pitch.
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2345 Location and description ok. No entrance photo (but see 2347) No sign of 606.
2346 Description and entrance photo ok. GPS: 452244 4794685

2347 Location and description ok. But entrance photo is really 2345,

Pete Smith 9/11/14

From: Peter Smith <smith_peter2004 @yahoo.es>

To: john southworth <direct.station.limited @hotmail .co.uk>; Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: House near 3422

Date: Sun, Dec 14,2014 11:10 am

Hello John
Yesterday I went to the house near Barrio San Antonio and spoke to the man there. He said that he let

a farmer keep goats on his land for about a month earlier this year and it must have been the farmer
who stopped you going to site 3422. He works in Santander himself.

I'd suggest that in the future when you want to go back to the cave, you go on a Saturday or Sunday
when he might be around. He seemed fairly interested in the caves, told me about some that he knows,
and he has seen you around, at least he said he'd seen Dave Milner with his arm in a sling last month.
(He also said they have a house they rent out...)

All the best

Pete
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Matienzo - November 2014 = Chris Camm & Phil Parker {mainly) 8

Wednesday 12" Phil checked Washing Machine 3420 - comfortably open, the crawl appeared to be little or no different to the April
visit. Two entrances spotted in the roadside bank some way up the road from the Washing Machine parking spot later identified as
2502 and 2503. Adjacent hole 2504 not apparent and may have been filled in. Chris spotted something on the far side of the valley
below the Alisas main road.

Thursday 13" Phil went out with John and Dave - see their report. Chris had work to do but in the afternoon went to take a look at
vesterday's prospect below the Alisas road - draughting slot at the bottom of a small cliff (4100).

Friday 14" A quick inspection of a fairly newly clearance in the Hornedo area near the ¥ junction turn off produced one very small
draughting hole in a shakehole side plus a shaft in a small depression (4101) - return required.

Onwards to El Cubillon (2538) where Phil went for a ferret in the stream bed to see if there was any surface sign of the run-in above
the 6m pitch - there was - a rather large hole (4094) later descended by Alf et al. On to look at the "below the Alisas road" 4100 with
minimal tools but little progress so it is a potential dig. The continuing outcrop was examined but nothing else was found. We looked
at the nearby 3195 which was draughting slightly and appears passable for a couple of metres if the entrance is opened up.

Saturday 15" Back to the Hornedo cleared area where a sandstone edge was spotted. Following it from the road two potential digs
appeared at the base of the edge (gps altitude of 118m) - 4102 (0447746 48013 14) and 4103 (0447773 4801331). Further round the
edge an open entrance gave 4104 (0447805 4801320) - 3m x 4m standing height passage blocked at the back with sand fill and a
good draught coming out of the narrow gap between roof and sand fill, Rift to one side entered and descended 4m to tiny cross rift
with no way on. One other rift not entered/descended. Survey made and

photographs taken.

Other possibilities located in the area are 4105 - a small hole on the edge of top of gulley (0447830 4801306),

4106 - 2m long narrow rift on north side of a small shake (0447818 4801396),

- 4107 - a 3m deep potential dig in small shake cum gulley (0447831 4801440).

Finally over to 4101 where, after rigging a ladder from a jammed drill bit (drill reverse switch packed up!) Chris descended past a
section of vertical fill to a sandstone block occupying the bottom. No dra ught and depth estimated at 10m - grid reference to follow
when notes located.

sunday 16" Chris and Phil first visit of the trip to 3901, digging and clearing debris adjacent to a small "Inverted V" feature blocking
the way on.

Monday 17" Alex (Richie) had arrived and was raring to go but as it had been raining quite heavily Washing Machine 3420 was given
a miss. Phil and Alex went to Cueva Six Four One (3917). The debris left from the final summer trip was cleared but the narrow part
still needed work. About an hour with hammer, chisel and bar removed the offending section and Alex slid through the narrow gap
and pool of water into the continuing wide open(l) rift passage. Unfortunately it closed down almost immediately to a a pair of tiny
draughting rifts at floor level. A higher level continuation was examined, initially Alex falling from 3 or 4m up the climb and then
insisting that Phil had to come through into the extension as a safety(!) precaution. He then succeeded in getting up into the upper
passage but that quickly came to an end. Another cave broken! The pair surveyed out.

Tuesday 18" Chris took Dave to 3901 for further digging. Phil and Alex went to Washing Machine 3420 carrying all manner of

equipment intended to get Alex down the 8m pitch at the bottom of the cave. Whilst in the entrance crawl there was no sign of the

previous days' rain the pool at the bottom of the big pitch was larger than at Easter and there was a pool in the tight crawly tube.

This precluded the intended bolt placing at the corner of the crawl as (a) Alex would get thoroughly wet lying in the pool and (b} the

drill would get extremely wet. Plan B appeared. A couple of naturals were located at the entrance to the crawl, a stal boss and a

- small rock bridge, the srt rope was rigged and Alex disappeared feet first into

the crawl, wearing his sit harness and dragging the rope and his hardware after him. He returned some time later with the following

story:
"Small ?daunting? tube discovered in Spring, leads to an 8m pitch. On this occasion | rigged it from a stall boss and a small
rock bridge at start of crawl. | was able to back down the crawl with my stop on and attached my stop to the rope at the
corner of the crawl and backed out. | then rigged a re-belay to avoid rope rub on the edge, one metre down using a natural
rack spike (all anchors were natural, crawl was too wet to take drill in and bolt it really). At the bottom of pitch big passage
{aven, about 30m high) leads down a small dry cascade into further large but short length of passage. On the left the
passage quickly changes into a rift. The rift contains a rock bridge with a jaw bone sticking up on it about 3m above the
floor, must flood severely at times. | followed the passage down several small climbs where it turned left and then right
where it shrunk down to a U shaped tight crawl. 1 attempted to push through feet first but could not make any more than a
couple of meters progress. Looking in the crawl head first with my camera | saw that there was a rock in the way. if
removed it will likely yield more passage as black space beyond but as | would be head first down a tight crawl I did not try
to reach it head first without someone to pull my feet out."

This means that, amazingly, the bottom the cave is in the "might continue” rather than "broken" category. As Phil was certain that he

would not get through the unmodified tube whilst wearing a harness the pair evacuated the cave, Alex detackling the large pitch and
that rope was removed from the cave. Note - one of the Y hang bolts had loosened and may need replacing. The nut was removed
from this bolt. The route to the head of the big pitch has been left rigged.

Note - Later in the week Alex returned with Andrew and Simon. On this occasion they dropped the undescended 16m pitch at the
end of one of the upper level side passages. After 15m of rift passage it enters the main 52m pitch about 5m below the traverse to

the pitch head.




Wednesday 19™ Alf, Chris and Phil to 3901. Further capping and clearing at the "inverted V" revealed a definite way on but it would
require capping for as far as could be seen - about 3m. As normal the draught continued to offer encouragement.

Thursday 20™ Chris and Phil to 3901 digging and capping to explore the possibility of a way downwards adjacent to the "Inverted V".

Friday 21* Chris and Phil yet again back to 3901. Further capping revealed a narrow draughting rift going downwards for a couple of
metres, located just before the "inverted V". This will require considerable work to make significant progress.

Saturday 2™ Chris, Alex and Phil. The plan was to visit 3106 and give Alex some capping practice whilst removing the boulders at
the top. However, on the way, the team kept spotting and investigating possibilities ending up at an interesting looking, recently
cleared area on the northern side of a road, opposite the 2831 location. Needless to say nothing was found. As it was getting late
Chris lead the team to 2831 where Alex got his capping practice at the lower (sink) location. This will need a lot more work to make
progress but did have a nice encouraging draught.

Sunday 23" Chris and Phil went to look at a fenced shaft spotted just below the Alisas road, round the corner to the south of
2990/2993. The area was examined and three possibilities found - 4108, 4109 and 4110. Chris descended two of them on ladder,
both effectively ending at boulder infill floors, the third would require enlargement of the entrance and a thinnish person to make
downwards progress. Further details of these when the relevant notebook puts in an appearance.
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