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From: Peter Smith 4smith_pet;r2064(:§>,_yahbo.é_s>_ o i @
To: Corrin Juan <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: 1499
; Date: Sun, Jan 27,2013 10:29 am
Attachments: 100_3634.JPG (56044K), 100_3635.JPG (4675K)

Hi Juan

~ I had a walk in the sunshine afternoon yesterday to locate properly the site of
the latest dog rescue, on 6 Jan. My suspicions were right and it's one I'd done
before. But how was I to remember? I was wearing your helmet so I obviously
never intended to go caving that day!

_ The GPS gave me 449.151 4.796.708. i‘mfi
Here's a couple of photos from yesterday.
— Cheers
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Initially a fairly wet trip.

G AL _
~ Looked around in Lenny’s Cave to no avail. > I “ 1




Prospected around Gatuna and Seldosuto
~ Finally had a trip into Vallina

Nothing much happened of any note.

AT 212112 @

Coordinates WGS84 30T 448559,4800463
S E I JOT weTeEy ¢ Ton T2
Small hollow with rift going in for about 4m. Possible dig on right just inside
~ entrance, draughting in lightly. 3m in on left another descending rift - too tight to
enter
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bt mb 2 2/12112

Coordinates WGS84 30T 448536 4800433
&*T9 30T 7633 GiovbeL
Sandstone capped hole draughting cold out

K"g’) )\




bt mb 3 3/12/12 e
GG 0T okt 538 AL

Coordinates WGS84 30T 448944 4795229 ( > | E

Hole in open grass, 5m drop to floor \_,,-/

Two small chambers at bottom.

- Rift enlarged to enter further chamber, dig through floor to enter yet another

Dig continues.
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bt mb 4 3/12/12 e

3793 _

Coordinates WGS84 30T 448921 4795188 k et

EvRIq T ¢4qc0l3 195 197 e |
2x1.5m oval pitch increasing to a 5m across a metre or so down. Capped with a
deliberately placed stone. Passage seen leading off. Approximately 10 to 12m to
visible floor. Descended 3/12/12 both pits blocked. Disto’d to 13.1m. No draught,
unlikely to be a fruitful dig. Another smaller rift like shaft about 10m southwest at
- same level and yet another a few metres to the Northeast, neither opened up as they ————
do not look to have potential and they would be difficult to close up to prevent
livestock falling in.




e IMG_20121202_162538.jpg
E: bt mb 5 3/12/12
B Coordinates WGS84 30T 448967 4795212
&1 3T WAL «9sE! :
Complex opening. Hole deeper into the hill dropped for about 10m, no way on.
== Opening under outside rock wall has a constriction 2m down but floor can be seen at -
Ee 4m, as there is no discernible draught the effort of enlarging the “etroiture” seems
somewhat futile.
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matienzoEaster2013. txt
Easter 2013

26 march 2013
3234 Peter, Torben

Surveyed passages in Tower passage, in the most SE part of the cave (30m S
of the bottom of narrow pl6)

1) first passage (decorated with some 1m straws) goes west for 15m until
below allready known chamber above. From the chamber above water drips
into the passage. Removing boulders reveals passage into the chamber
above. The connection was not made due to possibly unstable boulders.

2) second target was off the chamber 15m further SSw.

A climb up a gou]der

ramp and back over top of chamber leads to sloping up passage that ends in
pl4 (not dropped). At pitch head a slope up to the left (sw) ends after
about 6m. Another slope up to the right (s), followed by a c+2 on solid
stalls, leads to horisontal crawl for about 6m with body swallowing rift
on one side (not checked how deep). Squeezing under wall at the end leads
to a muddy 10m passage. At the end it goes two ways:

First: Crawl left to a chamber (Bird wing chamber) with p8 and p7 (likely

leading to same passage) The p8 gets really close to dig (see 3) below ).

Second: Crawl straight to a 4m high meander, where the far end might dig
to a continuation. where the meander is entered, there is a small squeeze
down in the floor, where water runs down. The squeeze ends too small, no

way on.

3) Dig at top of ramp just N of bottom of pl6. A 4m crawl leads to a too
narrow window into a bigger passage, there is draught. The window may dig,
but most Tikely it leads to the same passage as p8 mentioned under 2), as
the horisontal distance is only about 3m from disto measurement down and

towards W in p8.

4) There may be a higher passage to the right at the T junction, just 30m

WNw of bottom of pl6é (need rope and 1-2 bolts to protect)
5) there seems to

Page 1




: _ matienzoEaster2013.txt
be an error in the survey in the location marked "error" on the current

survey, the p7 is located in the wrong end and there in only one

connection at the 4-way junction. will be sorted on next trip.

pictures/movie: \/// ol

survey: éﬁé (,?,/;//éc’ ,(_/MC/ (ﬁ 'Z)

locations showed on current survey: 5@6 //4( B C[(F ?) j p 8
&4 ) Lt .

27 march 2013 } i |
Renada, family trip, Louise, Torben, Marie, Karen, Marites, Peter

Kids introduces to wet conditions, and enjoied it

pictures/movie: L/

28 march 2013 foeet
0075, Picon

Marites, Peter, Torben
Capping open passage in Melted Candle of wax Doom. Leads into well
decorated grotto, 4 m diameter, with water pool. A crawl leads to 3m

diameter chamber with boulder walls and no way on.

pictures/movie: \/
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matienzoEaster2013. txt

| , "N
Tocations showed rrent survey: - . .
- e v e éa4‘3¢422# éitic(/kf}7'€s,)

29 march 2013

3234 Louise, Torben, Peter

exploration 1is described at 26 march, but 2), 3) and 4) were done on 29

march

presarisnaring
o G ol Al 24 D7)

30 march 2013
Louise, Torben, Marie, Karen, Marites, Peter

o

’f i
New shaft found, allready entered in logbook 1

31 march - 1 april 2013
0458 Torben Redder, Peter Fast

Loaded up with equipment (5 tacklebags) for an overnight stay in Hidden
Hole (assumed to be the first matienzo overnight trip with bivi

equipment) .
First major problem was as the loops on one of the 5 tackle

bags broke at the top of p59 and made a gigantic water/milk bomb. Second
problem was that unfortunately our DistoX was in the same bag, and seemed

not to have survived the impact (after the trip both Distox and pda
Page 3




matienzoEaster2013.txt
actually had survived) . our bivi spot was the flat mud floor 50m wNw from

Gloom pitch. There are plenty of water to find i the cave.

The following was checked (see marking om attached survey)

1) about 20m down the p59 (note X on the current survey) a 0,5x0,4m window
was entered. It leads to a 4m diameter chamber with flat floor. Continues

in a rift to a p5 that seems to be blind

2) draghting dig was hammered out an pushed for about 6m until a 20cm

hole, with uncertain potential

3) "climb down to p20?" just N of Sgueezing Column Passage was dropped.
About pl6. Leads to blind pit. About 3m off the floor towards N there is
a) a ramp on boulders, going about 8 metes up (no way on) and b) 3m
towards E into a wet about 6m high aven. Footprints and a sling from

unknown exploration was found. No way on found.
4) sherwood Forest was searched for continuations, but no way found b//

5) From top of boulder slope at bottom of Gloom pitch, a climb can Tead

into tube in roof (may require 2 bolts for progress and protection) e

Measurement of Radon after 24 hours: 1400 Bg/m3
pue to the malfunction of the DistoX nothing was surveyed

It was an excelent experience to stay over night

pictures/movie: \///ﬂ
locations showed on current survey:fzékf
A Qe ed (P9

2 april 2013

Page 4
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X ) matienzoEaster2013. txt
3234 Louise, Peter, Marites

The following was checked (see marking om attached survey)
1)The far end of Left Ladders series (towards S): the small passage
heading northeast needs capping/snapping for at least 5 meters. Very

little draught.

2)The small passage heading northwest (4anNw from 1) ) from chamber was
dug out for 2 meters but needs a lot more digging - dry sand. very Tittle

draught.

3) The hole in The Hub leads to a 1ittle chamber with sand/mud floor that
comes very close to the passage below (Horny Dog level) which ends in a
sandy choke. The two passages could probably be connected by digging
(bring shovell)

4) The low passage heading northeast from High Hopes and taking the water
from High Hopes is draughting and seems to get larger after about 2 meters

of muddy digging (bring shovel). It could connect to the Horny Dog level.

locations showed on current survey: 25 o ig i _

2 april 2013

Louise, Torben, Marie, Karen, Marites, Peter v a}; /
133
New cave, #

E 453300 N 4800732 altitude 238m

0,4m wide and 0,5m high entrance leads into a meander 1x4m, that after 6m
gets too narrow. At the roof it is possible to pass. Leads onto p6 from
column (use stalls for rebelay to get 3m back, where the meander is wide
enough. Drop back into the meander, that continues for another 6m where
flowstone makes it too narrow, leaving only hole of 10x30cm. It seemed

Page 5
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4 Tike there was a weak air
A : :
-~ ovement 1@:3 the cave at that point. The hole may dig, (snap)

- @)

matienzoEaster2013. txt I

pictures and movie: \//A

3 april 2013

Louise, Torben, Marie, Karen, Marites, Peter Smith

new cave from% april, # TEL , explored 3
2 snappers made progress, but more are required. The fumes were sucked intoJthe
cave.

2118 j
New stream sink found

E 453300 N 4800947 altitude 145m

The stream from N sinks here, but continues at high flow. The sink was cleared

and 2 snappers made progress. There are small rocks on the bottom which dig
easier in dry conditions.

pictures/movie: \//ﬁ { 3|

New dig found

E 453583 N 4801235 altitude 200m
—_— The dig is located just at the east side of road. water is heard and at high
flow it flows out in a p1Ee under the road. Loose rocks dig easily, but the roof
— at the start is loose rocks too.

x| pictures/movie: \/ ' 5
p— : A




—

Hfé/ﬁ + 793 Zo(%
#3734

s

Bt 08 Yme lowi

N
LOWER PASSAGE |
« obsCured delail




I
.

%/ Zo(%
B 0075

_ W (MW 2‘7(2> 5

|E|’\=? ﬂa il

Ll
e




‘comes clogs io the SW =
sice of Cefrales (nearlop

XA

J entrance piiches)
| L
with rope and & L
couple of bolts n e
¥ jiole sbove? .
o
hole on top of stn 0458_hidden 172 O
_Mowstone -

- ~
| " T &m nole in roof
|| ! U ecomplex tubes g
\ \ VB into 2x3m window;

| tied into stn 0458_hiddan 172
N p18irom dark

v roug
" {middle level) 10 W
\jﬁ/ {known passage) e
* windaw abaut 15m down
Gl ;
B harow i Gioom Pitch leads to
mber and 7
[ Robin Head Traversa el August 8th

1 squeeze under
Precarious Tube

Donky's Nob
| rieeds bl and rope Z
1o climb tube

32m aven; slso Disio 46m

tength, N @ +40° inlo Pss.sags

that needs climbing into

22m inlet aven

> .

whits

draughting dig y
{eapping] y Y Daggers Crawl

crawl, caps needed
i 10m handling pid '!g_
! crawl. Bm handline o west possibfe oxbow
} bouldars . hy

rift continues undesceanded, \r:nusr:. rock: p107

ey e, jA ft blocked
3 4 with bolt; hole to west = 4 ___dfib
pr?,ﬂ Swnsed T ope Boulders near % (’Hi \ |+ 4 __ pi0 into rift
F c*2; bad rock Db o g - ‘.‘_ N\ \,__;'a large siope to ramp above via climbs - pe—
Disto leg Gt f -
T too namow; high level to sast grotto :. . " il "-w / Gloom Pitch F
- Squeezing 24 ’ b= N i bt D ~ B
Column I 0 -
Passage : entrance

sand / rock dig

Mouse 1 Suueez‘ \
Passage / s

( & wery fight
3 = : g R =
= ! L vy — A boulder choke with
T - h N 7S ~._solid passage
. T ! 3 : . i o k
TU rﬂe r Tube o i .' ) £ ~ 4 eontinues smell to p via bedding ——————
Mating : S e = b - % o sioping Iz fintn grey cutling)

Sherwood Forest

', complex of namow sharp rifts
sl e il ki

— Dining

Chamber/

0 10 20 30 eeds water it \

e

L » \L\ fnﬁ to be A
- deecended
narrow rift 1o W, P i=10m

PLAN aven and way on i

projected section on another sheet at low level

Site 458: Hidden Hole

South Vega WN5088(6)9532(5) Altitude 345m Length 2211m Depth 130m L
Surveyed 2000 - 2002 to BCRA 5c; additions Easter 2003; Surveyed Whit 2009 (with link to Gloom Pitch) and summer 2008 {August Bth) using DistoX Drawn by JB, TR, PE

{pannections to Ship Sliding Away to ba drawn in): other minor sdditors, summer 2008

0.7







20/58 - Cobndal afen = bl —

é |

) Up track 4o Hiddew valleg | thau e.,% o= rl_:-k. ‘
bulld house . Right bes:d, 2 T (L&P ok wtib ke chowering bk =
e iy pessible bv wall doue wbent 1Z metres 4o where o spe =
= 2c lodder wordd be a Lekfﬁ. R
= GPS ©Ca4%292 .499759%
E 2.) \’.61*--}5 o Sm'« Ha 4 nbec howse (Pcr{’u\_ﬁ.;..;g) b i s
: hole @p on the side of fiu Hidden Valley. A §eo mokees of wall-in
pessene Ceacher tha 4op gjr o daep gitch (20-25m) A the near =
= 2~d o; o ffE abod 10w lowg, with water showeng ot Q¥1hé BESC -
g fq%,%kueiiﬁuﬂmﬂ e cho §mﬁrg&1cuqFﬂxagmt_/f’“a —

GPS Ou48442 .4797 488

= 31/03 L,\u\_iw’ﬁ ﬂﬂ‘ey\ - H,L__ b e

iy s
GPS 04845 0. 4191754 QiS/ ;

7-)- Relow track by bar~ T ,Szin"r Aei)f‘ﬂss"-"‘*— Celd stase witt g[rq,r S, ks u o

l), '-Dszsce,—-.c\ltﬁ Aarcow ,}jat 8 civ_?rcsslg,.., below fvack mm’_bc&rw,ﬂ'li\.ﬁi\,{’ ‘_Ln.tjk‘t' e

daabar it Lok u,g/ lnsre redi &l we abhnsis ey o~ ?LJ cnke el rope o

SR n chambrer i D TTM)%' vt 6"7""'“ kX over R e e

3), UY e 2hdle r;lr (_\cl‘)ress.tn cluse o cld Yeack © bara , 3 ?Mﬂ\;,{t e-Yrawces
sicp';B dotae. sty bt loeer Like o gefes o_’S, low vakers co “"‘Q‘-"H‘fﬁ

B c L\.d\.f'-lb els . 5 L‘:E’[’\t S"IA._*— wa rf_‘ Ck rﬁ"tﬁb\&- g @

_  GPs o4S4266.41979%7 ik

—  GPS 0454560, 4191715 ;

.q). O m??bg'_'t‘a side ;;\, 5 dvaa :L@(\re.ss-cu\ a5 &) chove s w ‘L;\‘j ;.\,{—; o

tﬁd chawber f g€ )

-’_g‘w ENIS.--
&GPS 0uS423¢C - 41797997 \_/




- FRESNEDO AREA . 2753 /i3 1. Lone w

g i) oun Tecently cleared bauk beyond ViCa-'s Cave . Drop -
- . belols goscd chune bed b wderent v Winadtena . Kleads STwne 1
— diopiag 4o get inks it

— GPS 0453%S71.4%02¢20

E o g%e-af sleye on down lnbs o rc_a’sj,:::\tale- sized Space .

3 GPS ©453983. 4802034 (33

Bl 3). Swall 4ube 4o enlarsemedt Tn Lithe skerep just wo ko dhe —
— weoded area , Maods e (oot metre RN foy @ 1
—— GPS 0453742 _.4%01970 K

— 4’)- \)F bg,,-..__lr. ‘,-,‘.L,_j\ 5',1\.){’\{'(3 lt.Sl' s’& V:r\_c'}e"\/\hl CL\-\—'L’_, 5*"’“\“'

C_.llﬁ cl.m.ﬂ L'\,-L\ .‘:f:l 'l—vbt'- ) w by o I'..-\ (a8 u.{\.s Q-‘\_‘L“-{:J L /\3 4o ] (;':.hr;(a. o S‘{’E’,f}
= § ‘. ‘ - .
L down a~d te +he L :5/{ bo o e | o CD e :..:\'_ Q{ii" s

CcPs ouas53C50 . 4¢01954
N A _Stw metres below amd {< the "i:)‘ﬁ‘t' *—‘} 4—) is & Slo'Y:-:ﬂ 3”(‘52“3 \ —

— Q.Md-\?,.’.‘\ '{th. -l—L-bf,". s‘\-r\ina ({.\T‘_‘\n.. -Scc‘ A:Lb\‘.f‘"\_t :S\""\E.'h"‘is 'h) @ b\o—g
—— nClIOSS "({w- L-«'Jn{ﬂ' VLA &lﬂ'sm,

Bill Sherrington write up (edited): - q
Day 1 Tuesday 26" March. Torca la Vaca (2889). Bill S Dave G '
~ Rigging trip to sump area. Discovered that the sump was up and that access to the cave would require free diving. [ am not preparedto =
—— undertake free diving in such a remote spot. Decided that the best option was to seek alternatives and to enjoy the expedition with a
~ plan B which was to acquaint myself with other caves of which I am unfamiliar Left cow pot securely rigged for remainder of Easter — .
— and o assist summer explorations.

Day 2 Wednesday 27" March. Vallina (733). AlLi, Pete E, Mr. Pringle, Bob T, Barney, Dave G, Me
~——— Was guided through the low entrance to Swirl Chamber carried photographic gear was shown the way by Matienzo veterans that know — - |
the route and was shown sites of intercst, of note was the top of a boulder choke that had been well visited and | assumed had been
—_— very well documented over the previous decades of exploration. The choke I am advised has a fantastic draught in summer and BCPNEL
requires engineering and explosives to tackle. This would be a long term project. I then enjoyed route finding with support from |
knowledgeable cavers to acquaint myself with the terrain to assist in potential future explorations. '

Day 3 Thursday 28" March. Riaito (105), Footleg, Bamney, Dave G, Bob T, Tom H, Me A
I jumped on the back of a pushing trip to explore a potential connection from Riano to Torno. | was advised that [ would probably not |
make it through School Boy Error aven. Having never been in the cave previously I assumed that those who had frequently been there 1
e Dhad assessed some of the obstacles encountered and knew the tackle requirements. I was pleased as I managed to pass School Boy =
aven with some considerable effort and complete a rather scary traverse into rift climbs which have been previously documented by

+——— Paul Dold. However I was unable to progress further up the climbs due to the hi gh level of caving skill being demanded and had to —
return to the surface afier a long trip which was abandoned by myself and 4 members of a 6 person team. In my opinion it requires a

2 much more considered approach and that the cave is either pushed by those with the necessary head for heights or that tackle is taken T
e to aid progress.




— Day6 31st March Digging Cobadal areas and the Fridge with Si and Di hard, 7

_ Day7 1™April Lastday of trip Steve Martin, Bob Toogood, Si and Di Hard, Barney, Dave G. Chris Hibberts, Me and 1 other caver.

— Entered cave and progresses to a new boulder choke which was scaled at some considerable risk and understand that this has been

— passage was discovered. (77 - cave surveyed by Barny). 1 was given a guided tour around previously explored new passage which has

Day 4 Friday 29" March 2 El Cubillén at Mencobe (2538). Dave G, Bob T, Barney, Me, Tom H
documented and submitted (only survey, no passage decription). I did not consider it appropriate to write up this trip as No new cave

been documented on previous expeditions. No new leads discovered.
Day 5 Saturday 30™ March Langdale area. Surface day. Recovery. Dave Gledhill, Bill Sherrington
Main objective to enter the Fridge Cave (2917) (and excavate and to reconnoiter area for purpose of encouraging relations with local
~ inhabitants. I was shown the entrances to several documented and well known sites of digging interest. As [ have never visited this
area. Fridge cave was entered and it was decided that because of injuries sustained on previous trips that it was not advisable to
excavate in such a tight and confined environment. We then rediscovered several previously known and GPsed sites.

Went to the well-known and documented area Snottite cave (1878to uncover it “Just” and to show Si and Di Andrew Pringles winner
goer projects. Then proceeded to the fridge (2917) with less broken thin people. I understand that Si and Di have produced a survey

(?n0?) and account of the fridge in which evidence of unknown and possibly belligerent Cantabrian fauna were encountered in new
passage.

Return to Vallina (733) my aim was to lead the way and consolidate my Icarning of the route to Swirl Chamber for future reference. 1
was surprised and pleased at the large number of cavers who expressed an interest in the trip as this seems to foster good relations and
future plans. I was pleased that I recalled the route with accuracy.

In summary this was a very frustrating and expensive trip for me as my main objective was not achievable. Other available options
proved cither (oo difficult or dangerous for my level of caving skill or required longer term and sustained approaches. My time and
- resources were focused upon preparatory work for potential future exploration and seeking alternative entrances to Cow Pot.
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From: diane arthurs <diza_cutart@hotmail.com>
To: juancorrin <juancorrin@matienzo.org.uk>
~ Subject: 2917 The Fridge
Date: Fri, 5 Apr 2013 23:13

31/3/13 e

The fridge 2917 Bill, Si & Di =

Bill and | waited in the green meadow whilst Simon chiselled at the constriction at the back of the fridge. After a
short while | noticed that a freckle on my hand was moving...we examined our over suits and tackle sacks and

"~ found we were being attacked by tiny ticks. Leaping out of the grass we removed all the creepy crawlies we could
see and scampered into the fridge entrance. Sitting on the steps we were directly in the path to the bumble bee
nest! Four or five bumble bees buzzing around us was not as conceming as the tiny tick invasion. It wasn't too

___ long before Simon crawled back down the passage excited with news of ongoing passage beyond fresh poo. Bill
led through the squeeze, questioning Simon whether there was a point at which he could tum around...beyond the

| poo Bill came across a 90' impassable right tum. We all reversed back out to the fridge entrance and changed the

order of approach. Simon led again, chiselled a little of the 90' comer and dug the soft mud out of the floor which
—— enabled him to pass through the narrowing. | lay at the comer not attempting to go through the squeeze until I
Simon shouted that the chamber led to a walking passage beyond. The animal smell became stronger and after a
— rise of the muddy floor Simon hastily moved toward me giving me news of the find of a freshly gnawed leg bone,
possibly calf, in the centre of the passage. | cautiously made my way to look at it, aware that there was a hole in
the passage floor (beast size) and a fork in the main passage (giant beast sizes). Video footage taken and our
_retreat out made rather rapidly. With crow bar in hand! Worth sending a Dingle down.
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3299 description A # ’@“"‘)JM

Surveyed length 6m; total length approx 12m. depth 2m.

A 2.5 by 1.5m entrance enters a short cave leading to a sump pool. To the left up a short slope a sandy choke was dug

into at Easter 2013 into a small chamber with no obvious way on. Just to the right of the entrance is a sink taking flood
_overflow from site 3800. -

3442 description

Surveyed length 38m; total length approx 45m. depth 17m, (all excluding Espada).

A 1m by 0.5m entrance at the foot of an eucalyptus plantation draughts strongly. An excavated crawl leads after 4m to an
enlarged but still tight squeeze. At Easter 2013 this crawl was found to have become filled up and needed much
excavation for re-exploration. This may be due to drainage duri ng rain from the plantation, and also animal action. After
the squeeze turning right passes another squeeze then a junction, Left leads to a calcite choke with a dig on the left, while
on the right an awkward climb is followed by an 8m (undescended) pitch connecting to the Espada streamway about 80m
from the main upstream entrance of that cave.

3795 description

Surveyed length S8m; total length approx 70m. depth 10m.

The entrance is a 1.5m by 1m opening at the top of the grassy bank 35m to the west of the top entrance of Espada. This

was explored at Easter 2013,

~ A sloping entrance pitch of 10m drops into a short section of fair sized stream passage. Upstream the passage chokes
after about 25m, while downstream the stream immediately sinks near a too tight sump pool. The passage continues and

~ splits. To the right is a cobbly passage which gets too tight, to the left rises to a choke with surface debris, while a muddy
crawl straight ahead ends after about 10m at pools.
The source and destination of the stream, which was active in relatively wet conditions, is uncertain, there being several
sinks in the immediate area, and it presumably joins the stream in Espada at some point.

3796 description

Surveyed length 10m; total length approx 20m. depth 2m.

An entrance 10m behind the 3800 sink enters a 6m wide bedding chamber. At the west end is a dig sloping down, while
. at the east end an opening had been walled up, the construction being partly cemented by flowstone indicating a

considerable age. This was dug through at Easter 2013, through a tight squeeze into a bedding full of stal making

exploration difficult. This could be followed for about 10m. No sign of the stream sinking at 3800 was seen or heard.

_ 3800 description

i A stream sink taking a fairly substantial stream in moderately wet conditions, which flows from the south and also takes
[ the discharge from a new sewage plant nearby. The stream sinks in sediments with no hope of easy access at this point.

' In flood the stream overflows to another sink adjoining Cave 3299,

- The stream presumably joins the stream in Espada at some point.
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South Vega winter 2013 Pete Smith

— 1244
0451246 4794639

1185
B 0451086 4794540

X3=16527 -/
0451011 4794509
Space under sandstone with some small drops Ere

1184
0450955 4794615

0450975 4794614

———— Scramble down to a tiny chamber with a couple of tight slots that drop 2 or 4m. Another two small entrances are in line towards the
cast.

499
- 0451025 4794662 e D

0498
T 0451251 4794631

B —u g
0450909 4794808

1183
0450798 4794678 RS
x10 (323€
0451622 4794800
Thrutch down and along a rift for about 8m until it starts to get too small

X1l
- (0451637 4794827
2m free climb to a slot at top of second 3m drop. Stones roll on out of sight.

0857
0451663 4794763

0671
0451722 4794738



From: Footleg <drfootleg@gmail.com>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Re: Riano and 4VS
Date: Wed, 10 Apr 2013 13:38
Attachments: 0105_Riano.swx (146K)

Hi Juan,
I've just processed it to answer 2:, and it is 56065.96m

I've attached the updated survex file. Note that it does NOT have the
correct declination values for this year in it yet (I estimated 2.00
from memory, so it will not affect the length or positions of things
greatly. But if you could send me the correct values for this Easter
and last (I'd like to check I used that correctly in last year's
Uzueka data) I can update it.

The bits of new passage were:

1) Riano Downstream from junction where Torno Inlet joins, a steeply
ascending oxbow with avens which emerges high in the rocof of the
streamway about the pitch at that stream junction. This is named
'aven_oxbow' in the survex file.

2) Part of the Ghost Rift series. This is off the phreatic upper level
above the pitch at the Torno Inlet junction with the main stream.
Named 'GhostRift ptl' in the survex file.

Both these series are inside the 'downstream' grouping in the reorganised file.

3) Some extra legs up the top of the 'Road to Torno' series. I've
named these 'tornclinkpush' in the survex data file.

The rest of the data was a resurvey of the main streamway going
downstream from the Torno Inlet junction, and connecting up a climb
with the phreatic level above to close a loop onto a station from my
resurvey of that passage a few years ago.

I thought your after dinner speech text which you emailed out was
excellent and well said by the way. For my part I should apologise for
not writing up my and Barney's Riano-Torno link pushing trip before I
left. I am writing a detailed log report of the trip now I am back
from family holiday which I will email. Checking my own write-ups I
discovered I also never wrote a detailed account of all my Uzueka
resurvey work last year either. That will appear in your in-box in due
course to at least update the records if a little late. This year(*) I
will be working on drawing up all that resurvey work in Therion too,
so that we have a more manageable long term survey to extend, and
proper elevation detail which is sorely lacking for the system.

Footleg e

I worked those out yesterday:

. T—
_ Overall I surveyed 258.91m this Easter. "~ Faws /67
—> Of this, 111.69m was previously unsurveyed (and new to me, but someone

had been in most of it) passage.
The remaining 147.22m was resurvey of previously surveyed passages.

However once I had de-duplicated the older passages and spotted a typo

which had incorrectly marked an entire series as duplicate the actual
increase in length of the system had gone up by 274m since the last
published total,.

— Foetleg
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_ Juan, Here is a screen grab of the area with the missing GPS location. The GPS location was 448415 =
4796035. My sketch of the hole shapes and locations were taken from the Western side of the trees
looking up slope to the East where the track runs round roughly N to S. All the holes are within less
_____ thanthe 30m(N-S)x 20m(E-W) area shown with trees above(where the gps location is half way up

the Western edge of the area). S, 38T —38 77

See  Apl § ok

2 Texts from Simon Cornhill from 10" April 2013

3286: The dig under the dodgy hanging sandstone boulders looks good. | may return and fire some caps into it.
Also the crawl going off from the initial chamber is interesting. If this site hasn’t been surveyed | would be

prepared to do it.

. 3166:Iclimbed down to the round flat-roofed chamber at the bottom of this hole and pulled some boulders —_—
out. | also climbed down the very loose shaft parallel to this. An interesting but loose cave.

——————— 2949: 30T 448067 4801047 Three holes in close proximity. The left and centre holes connect up in a small
cavity. The right hand hole enters a 3m low chamber via a flatout wriggle. A small trickle of water was

——  uncovered emerging and sinking in very small slots.

21 % New cave: 30T 448020 4801046 Up the hill from 2949 a significant amount of water was found resurging from
~asandstone slot, cascading down and then quickly sinking into a small chamber 1m high and 2.5m diameter.
The water then sank into the floor.

2951: The water here sinks into an old brick built cattle trough and sandstone beneath it.
_ 2958: As described, an uninspiring dig.

3066: We had a quick look at these digs before going up the hillside and finding another draughting hole 30T
_33751 448291 480012.1. This was dug until the top of a very narrow slot was uncovered

S S 1§ e e g e g




From: harrylong <strans @hotmail.co.uk> @

To: Uzueka@aol.com <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Easter Bits and Pieces
Date: Sat, Apr 13, 2013 2:40 pm

Hi Juan,
Sorry for not having got this to you sooner, but nothing earth shattering I'm sorry to say.

. (__-—_“\
RIANO AREA 03/04 H.L. 7 2880
i 5
a). In jungle on clints, not far in from edge of open field, is a well overgrown 4 - 5 metre deep shaft. Needs
vegetation clearing to see things propery. GPS 0451383.4800942 AME 129,

b). Cave entrance a few metres from the track edge and adjacent to the ‘window' down to the side pool near the -

Riano resurgence. This was first spotted several years ago and not recorded. A crawl over boulders for 4 metres
leads to a choke with no obvious way on and no draught. GPS 0451323.4800909 (this may be a bit suspect as it —~

is under trees). C TEE Yien
N y 0B :

‘\.__‘_\_‘___.I__

ST. ANTONIO AREA 05/04 H.L. =
[ 68 &

a). A well overgrown depression in the |U ‘Wwith a 4 metre just off-vertical drop to where it looks to be choked,

with no draught.
GPS 0447430.4801660 /4%

e T

LLUEVA AREA 07/04 HL.

(3 891

a). A 2 metre hole down in sandy limestone that needs the top enlarging to enter. This hole is close to Site

No.3734 which was taking a reasonable sized stream although nothing could be heard down this hole. GPS

0455189.4798180 4 (.

The other dates, for which you have nothing from me, were either days when it rained all the time and | stayed at .

La Cavada or when | came across to Matienzo.

Cheers, Harmy
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{ From: Peter Smith <smith_peter2004@yahoo.es> a = ST
; i .com> it g gt ~3
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com [ G q C_. e

— Subject: Re: Risco o
B

Date: Sat, Apr 20, 2013 5:05 pm - L

— Hello
I went back to the cave this aftermoon, to see if the crawl on the opposite side

~ at the top of the second pitch went anywhere. Only about 10m to a low dig,
_with no noticeable draught.
I had a short wander around and there's a spring half way between the cave
~— and 246 - in fact just looked at the website and there's a photo of Bill's with it~
__in flood. Today it was sinking again almost immediately (Not pouring down =
into the field). Perhaps we could put some fluorescein in it the next time we 2
—go in the cave.
 Good luck with the Risco survey.
Yesterday Pablo was pacing up and down the bar. Remind you of anyone?
— Cheers
Pete




REPORTS FROM PAUL FRETWELL:

Sat. 23rd Mar. 2013

- Arrival and Dinner

Flew out with Cave Ferret from Stansted at a very civilised mid afternoon time. I was concerned
when I awoke first thing in the morning to see the entire world outside the windows was white
with fresh snow. But it turned out not to have settled on the roads, and the flights appeared to
be taking off reasonably to schedule at the airport. Met Ferret airside after a complete bag
3 unpack and rescan at security due to all my photography equipment, and apart from queuing on
~  the aircraft steps in a horizontal blizzard it was an uneventful journey. Picked up a small hirecar
- at Bilbao airport and drove to Matienzo and then straight to Casa Tomas to join Juan, Penny, Big
3 Steve, Susie and Pete Smith for dinner. Back to the bar for a few more drinks and then crashed
) out in Steve and Susie’s front room for a comfortable first night.

— Sun. 24th Mar. 2013

e 0288 La Bodega, 3721 Lenny’s Cave

- Participants: Paul ‘Footleg’ Fretwell, Tom ‘Cave Ferret’ Thomson, ‘Big’ Steve Martin, Juan Corrin

~ Awoke to a fine sunny morning. Big Steve offered us a day out to the recently discovered Lenny's
— Cave in Secadura, to photograph the place and start Ferret’s bug survey work. So after setting up
_ s tents on the campsite (our borrowed tents turned out to be instant pitching pop-up tents which
—_ were excellent), we set off following Steve to Secadura. This was my first visit to the bottom of
___ the 4th Valley of the 4 Valleys System, so it was nice to have a tour guide. We parked by the
— farm and while we were getting changed a group of farmer workers came past, asking us
S ‘Matienzo?". Steve replied yes, to which they said ‘ah! mucho, mucho’ making drinking actions
— and laughing. I wondered if this reputation of the Matienzo community was in any way connected
—  to the caving expeditions over the years?

==  We walked up to La Bodega and Ferret set a pitfall trap, consisting of a plastic cup buried up to

: the rim and baited with a piece of steak from last night’s dinner at Casa Tomas. A couple of flat
p— ~ stones were placed over the top, apparently to give any bugs which dropped in the impression
they were in a nice sheltered cave so they would be less likely to try and escape. I videoed Ferret
setting the trap and looking for and collecting some spiders. We then headed up the hill a short
distance to the main entrance of Lenny’s Cave. This was not on the database yet, so I recorded
the GPS coordinates of this second entrance (43 20.78'N 3 33.06'W = UTM (EUR79) 30T
— 455444 4799626). 1 then did some photography of the main passage and close ups of

- - formations in Lenny’s including a Greater Horseshoe bat.

When we came out the sunshine had been replaced with persistent drizzle, which lasted for most
. ofthe rest of the week! Ended the evening with a fine curry at Steve and Susie’s.

Mon. 25th Mar. 2013

0105 Riafio, 2417 Letterbox Cave

Participants: Paul ‘Footleg’ Fretwell, Tom ‘Cave Ferret’ Thomson




The plan for the day was to visit all the entrances of known caves on the hillside around Riafo to
check for bug life, set traps and photograph/video the proceedings. First a trip into Ramales to
get provisions for the week, including a visit the ‘Chinese shop’ which turned out to sell just
about everything from curtains and clothes to kitchen and serious hardware for the home or cave
dig. Ferret got all the things he needed to set pitfall traps, including some cheap vodka. We had a
fine breakfast in the cafe on the main street near the Lupa supermarket before returning to the
campsite to drop off the food and then drove over to Riafio.

We started in the entrance crawl of Riafio itself, where Ferret sampled the spiders and sucked up
some things with his pooter in the flat out crawl (which made for some nice video shots). A
couple of pitfall traps were set at the end of the crawl, and a harvestman was photographed. We
then headed along the track outside the entrance to look at Mad Axe Woman Cave (site 1630)
because I wanted to check the survey direction for this as it appears to run the wrong way from
the entrance (parallel to the hillside). But we failed to find the entrance and came instead to
Letterbox Cave (2417). As it was raining we decided to crawl inside to eat our sandwiches in the
dry. That was as far as we got all day!

Once inside a climb down into a chamber provided a very comfortable place to eat and unpack all
the kit. The walls were covered with Wolf spiders (Ferret told me these are a terrestrial species).
We both photographed a few, and Ferret captured some to identify later. Around the corner down
a sloping stoop were a load more spiders of the Meta family (Ferret told me these were proper
cave dwellers). So we photographed these too. After lunch I videoed Ferret setting some more
pitfall traps in the true dark zone towards the back of the cave. Then just as I was packing up the
camera Ferret shouted that one of the Meta spiders had caught a Wolf spider in it's web. This
occupied us both for some time videoing and photographing it wrapping up the catch into a
bundle of web. I got some really nice close-up footage of the whole thing, and some nice stills
from my Lumix GH2 camera.

Finally as this cave had no survey and was quite short, I gave Ferret another surveying lesson
and we completed a DistoX/PocketTopo survey of the cave. This filled the day. Great value for an
87m long cave with no formations! Outside in the dark we made another attempt to find the
entrance to Mad Axe Woman cave, but despite crawling into the thorny undergrowth at the most
likely looking spot we still could not find it. (We succeeded later in the week when we came to do
a trip in Riafio. The entrance was completely hidden by the undergrowth and is about 2m higher
up the bank than the place where we had crawled into the thorny undergrowth. We did not have
time to go inside however.)

We returned to the campsite to find that a good number of people had arrived via the ferry, and
had dinner with them all at Bar German. Just before dinner while sorting out light recharging at
Big Steve's I was standing behind the car in the dark with the boot open when Ferret opened the
side door. I was immediately hit straight in the chest by a fast moving cat, which shot out of the
boot horizontally. It did an abrupt turn and shot off into the night, leaving me with blood pouring
from a long scratch along the side of my wrist. Big Steve helped patch me up with some
sudocrem to prevent infection and I went to dinner with blood welling out along the scratch!

Tue. 26th Mar. 2013

0105 Riafio (Downstream)

Participants: Paul ‘Footleg’ Fretwell, Tom ‘Cave Ferret’ Thomson

After a couple of days bug surveying it was time to get properly underground and do some cave
surveying work. So Ferret and I set off into Riafio to explore downstream beyond the junction
with Torno Inlet. I had never ventured downstream from here, and the only surviving survey data




was a centreline and a published 1974 survey from the original exploration. There are several
differences between these as well, so it has been on my to-do list for a while. From the tie-in
point in the phreatic upper level passage heading off from above the 6m pitch in the main
stream, the first task was to shoot some legs to get a shot down the pitch, and then survey
around the free climbable bypass to the pitch down into the Torno Inlet streamway and back
through the muddy crawl over the sump in this inlet streamway which emerges back at the
bottom of the pitch in the main streamway.

Before we even got started I noticed that a crawl under the left wall of the upper level passage
was comfortably passable and I had never pushed it before. So I took a quick look and shortly
came to an eyehole in a calcite grill which I could see through to a streamway. There was an
obvious landmark stalagmite beyond too. As we started surveying downstream in the main
streamway I quickly spotted this same stalagmite up a small climb. The hole in the stal grill was
obvious then from the other side. But also above and over the top of the stal grill the ascending
passage continued. Climbing up led to a clamber down to the floor of a reasonable sized aven
(10m high). Another climb up led to an ascending passage from the base of the aven which
showed evidence of previous exploration. At the top a T junction gained a passage which was
completely blocked by a sediment bank to the right, but led into a deep well decorated rift near
roof level. The main stream could be heard below. Traversing along the rift gained a point where
a survey leg could be shot down onto a feature boulder in the floor of the main streamway at the
top of the 2m cascade above a couple of deep pools. This point is a little way upstream of the top
of the 6m pitch. We can return and close this loop in the main streamway another day.

Continuing downstream Ferret had a lesson in sketching on the PDA for a few legs. We then
continued to where the streamway turns into a narrower deep water rift with a duck under an
arch requiring getting wet almost to up to our necks. Feeling a little cold after this section we
surveyed on downstream until we reached the bottom of a hole which drops in from the phreatic
level above. I already had a tie in point at the top of this so we decided to end the survey there.
The climb up was bold but manageable and we closed a loop which adjusts the horizontal position
of the main streamway below by 7m compared to the original survey.

Once back in the dry upper level passage we decided to start work on the other unfinished
resurvey job there, the last remaining side passage with old centreline data but no passage
dimension data or sketches in the file. This crawl quickly started ascending a white calcite slope
to emerge in a well decorated large passage. This matches the verbal description of the Ghost
Rift series which Andy Pringle has talked about (it being his first new discovery when he started
coming out to Matienzo). Immediately we discovered that while this passage goes both ways
from the entry point, the original survey only goes in one direction. So we concentrated on
surveying the other way to add new length to the survey in previously unrecorded passage.
There was evidence of previous exploration here with one set of footprints all the way to the end
where the passage is completely blocked with calcite flow. The route to the end involves climbing
up an impressive eroded flowstone spike which has fallen off the wall in the past. Near the end
we found a flat out crawl under the wall gained an ascending crawl! blocked by straws. These had
to be broken to continue so we knew we were finally in completely new passage with a booming
echo of open space ahead. I let Ferret go first as this was his first experience of being the first
person into a new area. It was only short lived however as the big echoing space turned out to be
an aven (12m high) with no way on at the base.

Content with a good day’s work we headed out in time for dinner at Bar German. The main way
on in the Ghost Rift series remains to be resurveyed another time.




— Wed. 27th Mar. 2013

0025 Risco (Arco 2)

Participants: Paul ‘Footleg’ Fretwell, Tom ‘Cave Ferret’ Thomson

Having never been upstairs in Risco we decided on a photography trip into Arco Gallery and Arco
2. Printing off the survey and cave description in the bar, we set off with tackle to rig the main
Risco entrance on rope. The persistent rain of the past few days meant a reasonable stream was
pouring down the entrance pitch, but by wrapping the rope around the big boulder at the top
rather than just off the bolts on the wall gave a drier hang, at least for the top half of the drop.
Arriving at the bottom somewhat cleaner than when I had set off, I had to climb up into the
passage on to get away from falling water which was running off every surface. When Ferret
arrived to join me 1 asked where his photography gear bag was? "Oh bugger!” he replied. Given
that Ferret was not getting on well with the SRT having not done any for a few years 1 offered to
prussic back up and get it to save us losing a load more time, in return for which Ferret offered to
pay for dinner in the evening. Now I had even more incentive to get out at a reasonable time! A
quick jetwash later I returned with the bag which had been left on the surface. We then took a
couple of attempts to find the correct way into the stream at a point where it was open in the
upstream direction.

Heading upstream it was easy enough to locate the place where the Arco Gallery joins the active
stream passage. Actually ascending the steep mud slope into the gallery was a little more
challenging. I found the increased contact area of hands, elbows, knees and feet just about gave
me enough grip. Easy walking brought us to 2 big chamber where an active streamway flows
under large boulders. We tried to cross over this thinking it was the main Risco stream again, but
there was no obvious dry passage on the other side. It did not make sense to me. Next we tried
ascending a steep |00se SCree slope but the passage at the end of it closed down. I later realised
that this was the route into the Dambusters series where some traverses head off. Returning to
the bottom of the chamber I finally worked out that the streamway was the Pinto Gallery stream,
and therefore logically Arco Gallery should go off left before crossing it. Walking back a short
distance and looking up the massive open walking continuation of Arco Gallery was suddenly
obvious! We had just walked past it on the way in as our attention was drawn to the sound of
water in the chamber in front of us at that point.

More easy walking led to an awkward hole which required traversing around. The traverse along
a ledge around the lip of the hole was very necky, and required my long legs. We re-assessed the
options and realised a much safer alternative was to lay flat out and traverse along the mud
ledge up against the left hand wall. Ferret was able to push the tackle bags ahead to me on the
other side before coming across to join me. A second hole was passed with an easier traverse
and from there it was straightforward large walking passage to the rope hanging down from Arco
2, our main objective. Before ascending we continued to the end of the Arco Gallery passing
some fine large formations including big columns to reach the ledge where the way on wasviaa
bolt traverse/climb up the left wall (no rigging in place). We returned to the rope and had a
sandwich before I headed up.

Once at the top I set off in the upstream direction of the cave (although these are dry passages
at this level) to see the sights. After the initial few metres there were very few formations, and
nothing that jumped out at me as worth photographing. I got to a point where a huge void could
only be crossed via a long traverse along a crumbly sloping sand and loose rock ledge above a
fatally deep drop, or by climbing down a 4 metre vertical step at the bottom of an equally
hazardous loose sand and rock slope which I did not dare descend in case 1 disappeared over the
end in an avalanche of debris. This prevented me from being able to reach the continuation of
Arco 2 and the Disneyland area which I wanted to photograph. Some rigging would be required




(5)

to safely pass this obstacle. So leaving this for another trip in the future, I returned to the top of
the pitch up from Arco Gallery to find Ferret was still somewhere below on the rope. He
confirmed he was on his way up after an incident. When he reached the top somewhat out of
breath he explained he had slipped off the ledge at the rebelay and ended up hanging in the
rebelay loop suspended upside-down. While he regained his composure I went to investigate the
other direction along Arco 2.

Almost immediately in the downstream direction from the pitch head in Arco 2 there is an
awkward down climb followed by a series of bold steps across or traverses around holes in the
floor which drop the 30m or so into Arco Gallery below. Essentially the cave is one giant rift here
with lots of false floor sections forming the different galleries at different levels. I reached what
looked like an impassable hole, but then realised I could step across onto an undercut ledge, and
crawl along in this undercut to gain the other side. The sand on this ledge had never been
disturbed before, so I don’t know how the original explorers passed this point. On the other side
there was evidence of previous exploration again. More impassable voids in the main passage
could be bypassed by a series of narrow rifts and phreatic honeycomb 3D maze on either side of
the passage. I eventually found my way to an impressive giant column covered in flowstone,
curtains and stalactites. This would make a nice photograph but I had no assistance or my
equipment with me at this point. Some larger walking size maze passages on the South side of
the main passage led to the top of a shaft with flowstone and stalactites at the lip, and a smaller
inlet passage coming in on the opposite (unreachable) side. I confirmed all these features are on
the current survey when I got back to my bag at the top of the pitch to rejoin Ferret later.
Further progress along Arco 2 is prevented by a complete absence of floor beyond this point. But
the rift clearly continues on the other side in what is almost certainly the Dambusters Series.

Back at the pitch I assisted Ferret in taking some photos in a section of well decorated rift from
which you can see the floor of Arco Gallery down below. Ferret then took some photos in the
main Arco 2 gallery with me climbing up out of this rift. We then agreed that while I did some
close-up photography of the pure white curtains and stalactites in the rift, Ferret would descend
the pitch back into Arco Gallery and go and set up a big passage shot at the columns we had
seen earlier. Once I was happy I had got all the photos I wanted, I joined him back in Arco
Gallery and assisted in lighting him in a self timer photo he had set up at the big column.

We had an uneventful exit from the cave, and arrived clean washed back at the top of the
entrance pitch in good time for Ferret to buy me dinner back at Bar German.

Thur. 28th Mar. 2013

— 0105 Riafio - Torno Link Pushing Trip

Participants: Paul ‘Footleg’ Fretwell, Martin ‘Barny’ Barnicott, Bill ‘Big Bill" Sherrington, Bob
Toogood, Dave Gledhill, Tom Howard

Following our Risco photography trip the previous day, Barny had given such an impassioned
speech about the value of pushing the link between Riafio and Torno that I could not refuse. It
was 6 years since I had last made the long trip to the ‘Road to Torno” area in Riafio, and after all
this time it felt like a return was overdue. This was my last full day before flying home, so I felt
up for a full on exploration pushing trip. Expecting only myself, Barny and Dave Gledhill on this
hard sell trip, I was surprised when half the expedition turned up at the bar in the morning ready
to come along! It looked to be a fine sociable day out with plenty of people to help push and
potentially dig at the end. I had never been in the highest level of the rift at the Torno end of
Riafio, having explored and surveyed in the other direction with Johnny and Simon Latimer on
their first Matienzo experience back in 2007 when we first found our way up into this upper level.
Paul Dold had led a second survey party to the other end, and later returned with Barny to drop a




pitch down to the stream at this end of the rift, providing a bypass to the squalid crawls and
tortuous Razor Rift which were originally the only route in. So looking forward to a much
friendlier path to the end we set off. A lack of information meant that Bob and I failed to work out
which cafe everyone had gone to on route, so we ended up parked up at the cave waiting for the
other vehicles to arrive.

—— Once underground a pleasant social trip to the end of Torno Inlet along the endless crabwalk of
the Soft Shoe Shuffle saw as all queued up at the bottom of Schoolboy Error Aven. The top of

— this aven is tight, even for me, so I was mightily impressed when word came down that Big Bill
had managed to squeeze through without the need for permanent alteration to either Bill or the
cave. Having passed what was expected to be the most difficult obstacle, we reached the climb
up where the water spouts out of the wall in the extensions. I had forgotten how difficult this
climb and exposed traverse was, having only ever been here once before under the euphoria of
original exploration years earlier. The team was starting to lose focus on the main objective by
this stage. After some of the team ‘had gone very quiet’ on this traverse, everyone made it to the
Ammonite Choke. I could not find the namesake ammonite this time, and suspect it was not an
ammonite at all but a circular fossil of some other sort. Some poking around was done by other
members of the group here after I had started on up to find the rope Dold and Barny had left
hanging down from the upper levels in 2007. The others who pushed the choke from stream level
on today’s trip reported later that they had climbed up into various places and found no possible
ways on.

———  From how I remember Dold describing the exploration from 2007, I was fully expecting to find

the end of a rope hanging down into the rift somewhere along the easy traverse levels which we
— had surveyed on our original exploration along *Quake Rift’. But Barny told me the rope was in a

dry chamber above and started looking for a climb up. The first place he tried turned out not to
—  lead anywhere. Meanwhile I had found a survey note written by Dold with a message to climb up
here to the rope. So I set off up a calcite covered free climb which started with an awkward step
up into a narrower part of the rift which felt a little more secure. The climb continued up again
and around a corner out of sight. Expecting to see the end of the rope just ahead I continued up
in the calcite covered rift on solid but rather small foot holds. In the interest of avoiding
exaggeration I have measured the height from the survey data since, and can state as fact that
this free climb continues up to reach the bottom of the rope at 25 vertical metres above the floor.
It felt like a very long way! The rope hangs down a mere 10m pitch at the top. While waiting for
Barny to join me at the rope I explored an open horizontal passage going off at this level which
had never been entered before. It followed the same rift as all the routes at other levels in this
area and eventually closed down. When Barney joined me he said that everyone else had decided
they were not coming any further, so the two of us ascended the rope to have a good push at the
end. I was somewhat surprised on reaching the top of the rope to find it attached to just a single
spit in the wall.

The Northern end of the Road to Torno rift turned out to continue wide open, but with no floor. A
— dangerous step across a hole in a muddy floor looked like it could be bypassed by enlarging an
undercut to one side by digging out the mud floor. We had none of the digging implements with
us as these were being carried by the rest of the group. But the mud was very easy to dig out by
hand with the aid of some small rocks. While I was digging, Barny doubled the security of the
rigging for the rope by putting in a second spit. After around 30 minutes I had opened up enough
space to make a passable flat out crawl bypassing the hole in the floor. This led almost
immediately to another bigger gap in the floor with a solid wedged boulder providing a further
section of false floor out of reach on the other side. Again it looked possible to dig out mud from
the left hand wall to open out a bedding squeeze, but it was a longer section with calcite layers in
the mud needing breaking up. We worked on it for a while, Barny having a good dig before
concluding it was not going to gain much more ground for the effort required.
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It looked possible to dig up slope in this bedding instead, but meanwhile I found I could reach the

same point from back where we started and climbed up to look into the continuing just too tight R
bedding at a higher level. A crawl back towards the rope at a higher level gained a bigger open

space in the rift above the top of the rope. Here it was clear this was part of the same massive —
rift passage as the section we had found in 2007 named ‘Dyslexic Twat Hits the Big Time".

Climbing up further gained more height until what appears to be the true roof of the rift is =
reached. Around here another too low bedding level continues in the direction of Torno, but

would require much digging to enlarge. This point is also 38m back from the closest point jewnes -
between the two caves down at Ammonite Choke. We had a quick survey of all the new scraps of

passage we had explored to record the direction and height of the rift at the various points. I

We concluded that the most sensible way on would be to drop back down the hole where we had
dug the bypass to hopefully reach another false floor level to try and progress towards the end at
this upper level. This would require tackle and bolts which we did not have. A return trip will be = ol
mounted another year, and we will bring in a long rope to protect the free climb too! We both

descended the free climb without mishap and the long trip out took a while. But we arrived safely

back at the entrance and found the other vehicles had returned to the bar already. My dry clothes

had been in Bob’s van so I sat in my wet furry on a seat cover as Barney reversed out of the

layby to check with the headlights in case any of us had left any gear behind. Good job he

checked, as this was when we spotted the tacklebag Bob had left by the car containing all my dry —
clothes! At least we had discovered them before driving all the way back over the hill to

Matienzo. ==

Fri. 29th Mar. 2013

0288 La Bodega, 3721 Lenny’s Cave

Participants: Paul ‘Footleg” Fretwell, Tom ‘Cave Ferret’ Thomson, Andy Pringle

My last day of caving for this trip, as I was flying home in the evening. The day started with T
glorious sunshine and I jumped in the car and drove part way up out of the Matienzo depression
to take some panoramic photographs of the area. After returning for some breakfast and coffee
at the bar, we set off for Lenny’s cave again to check the bug traps and give Andy some
photography tuition with his macro lens. We were delighted to find the trap in La Bodega
contained a number of beetles. I videoed Ferret checking the trap and collecting specimens. As
we walked up to the entrance of Lenny’s cave I recorded some video of the others walking in the
forest to set the scene, and in the process put down my gloves. Discovering this when I got to
the cave, I went back looking for them and met Harry Long prospecting for entrances. After a
brief chat due to the limited time before my flight, I then videoed Ferret checking the traps in
Lenny’s which were also full of life. Meanwhile Andy chatted to Harry outside the entrance, which
may have messed up the sound recording of the bug sampling inside.

In the main passage in Lenny’s I gave Andy some lessons in lighting and taking macro

photographs of drips on straws. Some of the straws survived the experience! We then moved on

to some curtains. Meanwhile Ferret set up some large passage shots, and as he did not require
assistance, I went looking for bats. I did not find any, but I did find a snail which I photographed =
instead. A fine leisurely trip to end the week and we got out in good time for me to repack my

gear for the flight home. As was becoming the norm, it was raining when we exited the cave.

This turned to a torrential downpour by the time I set off for the airport and continued raining

stair-rods for the entire 1 hour drive. I was glad to be off the campsite! It was still raining hard a

couple of hours later when I boarded the plane. When I landed at Stansted back in the UK it was

not raining, but the temperature was just below freezing which was a bit of a shock after the mild
Spanish weather. i
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