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CUEVA MOLINO, Arredondo, Cantabria

23-08-11
Support: C Jewell, A Kozlowski, Cornhill, D Arthurs, S Martin E—

With assistance from the sherpas all kit arrived at dive base very efficiently and the divers assembled their gear near the
water in order to make kitting up the next day as casy as possible. Everyone was aware of the issues Ruper Skorupka e
previous faced when the cave flooded so kit was tied together and kept 2-3m above the water line.

24-08-11
DIVERS: C JEWELL, A KOZLOWSKI,

Ovemight the drizzle was persistent and when the divers entered the cave the following day there was noticeable more water
around. Approaching the sump the usual stream could not be heard and instead it was eerily silent. Descending the slope to
the sump pool straight away CJ could see his kit just below the surface of the water with rebreather hoses floating on the
surface. AK’s kit was slightly deeper but everything was in exactly the same place as the divers had left it and there was
hardly any visible flow in the now partly submerged chamber. AK donned his drysuit to retrieve the kit whilst CJ stashed it
further up the slope. Despite the flooding the visibility still looked good and the water level was marked. AK needed to
remove his rebreather as the sofno was wet so the divers made a quick trip back to Maticnzo for another fill and some lunch.

Several hours later back at the sump the decision to dive was made as the water level was dropping slowly.




Oxygen bailout (Ali80) and underwaier mp3 player were dropped at 9m incase this was only 6m on the way backandandan

Ali80 of EANx 50 was also staged for deco bailout. Both divers were using their usual rebreathers plus CJ dived with one
121tr of EAN32 and one 12Ltr of TMx 12/50 whilst AK had two Ali80’s of TMx for bailout. All these bailout cylinders
were regarded as communal should the worst case seenario happen.

On route to the end of the line at approximately -60m CJ retricved a survey slate and after establishing that AK had not just
dropped it presumed it was R. Skorupkas from 2007 (or carlier). Taking a few survey notes on the way it was only after the
first new belay that the diver realised AK was laying line — having picked up RS’s old reel from under a rock he’d simply
carried on swimming. Now down at -85m and after about 80m more diving this ran out and AK tied on his own reel. The
depth increased steadily with an elbow in the sump being reached at -96m. After a slight ascent to -93m CJ grabbed AK’s fin
and indicated that they ought to be heading back as his dive computer was already showing 2hours of decompression — and
they still needed to go back through the deep section. The line was tied off and an uneventful exit made. During the deco
stops the visibility was average as the divers could not avoid disturbing the gravel silt mixture on the floor of the steeply
ascending passage heading up to surface. The water temperature was an acceptable 11 degrees and heated vest and mp3
player were put to good use. After a total dive time of 3 hours a jealous CJ watched AK head out whilst he had another
30mins to go. In total 125m of new line was laid on this dive and a pair of tired divers made it too the bakers bar just in time
for a midnight snack with waiting friends.

26-08-11
DIVERS: C JEWELL, A KOZLOWSKI,

After using their ‘rest’ day to swap kit and carry in two more bailout cylinders the divers were back at the sump and ready to
go again. An extra Ali80 of TMx and some EANx60 were taken underwater along with the other bailout cylinders ~ all of
which had been brought back from the previous dive as leaving them insitu risked not being able to get them back if the
weather turned. CJ had decided to limit his dive to a small extension into new territory in case the sump started to rise
sharply and concentrate on getting some good survey data. AK on the other hand grabbed all the spare line he could find
(400m) and headed for the end of the line. Despite CJ doing a quick survey job on the way down the divers ended up at their
previous limit at the same time, where the extra Ali80 of TMx was staged. Water levels were slightly lower making the
elbow of the sump -93m. After 30m of new line was laid CJ felt he’d stayed long enough and the depth was still -85m with
no sign of rising. AK carried on and the cave did begin to rise steadily. After about another 100m he was at -60m and
reached what appearcd to be a blank wall. After a brief look around the only way was up! A fine shaft was ascended for
close to 30m where the roof was encountered before the diver found the side passage heading off horizontally. Using up his
remaining line he followed this until the depth reached -12m. Having laid 400m of new line AK turned back and surveyed
out until the TMx bailout cylinder was reached.

CJ was at -6m when AK arrived at -9m and after clearing his decompression obligations he went to retrieve the unwanted
TMx cylinders and carry them out. Total dives were 4hrs 15 and 6 hours 15 respectively.

Although survey data was captured on two dives many of the old tags on the older line were illegible and new sections of
line had been started frequently. Combined with depth changes dueé to water levels compared to older data it was very
difficult to tie the new survey in with the older one. Whilst the overall accuracy of the final survey is in doubt the data does
however provide a reliable general trend which shows the cave is heading towards the Orcones system. This cave is being
explored by a French team who have been diving several sumps there.

27-08-11
Support: C Jewell, A Kozlowski, J Corrin, 1 Chandler, J Davis, J Dickinson, A Quin, P Smith

A veteran team of Matienzo cavers was assembled by JC for the carry out which the divers greatly appreciated. Kit was
moved quickly and efficiently out of the cave before the team retired to the local bar so CJ could buy some drinks to say
thank you.

BRRRRRRRRRREERAASRRRR




_ 4y
2 A/07/12 fFracesens, pran, Lrg L Bl
Mosesso

WA W ALTFTTUAA fc o0 e P ond rache X He powd Selte
IF Cort aprdt | Yy WS R wo gt CSD D g
F NS N LY A WoAR O S vy iging o Senom
2 ot end pF the bordlr figrre X prssane s
4 gotrlng prsdron. (Saatoh Ll £y f&fé'fj,, A dam
bk T tred To 2akAATR TL Lrealbb g u  SYull2R
WUty €S . T le Heoha WMAW So
W&meWmﬁwmw%w

- Lop anrd o« WMW@%WM
KUl Grrvf Wl Mé{, thon s A, (5 AL A
M\\_@,jm %ALQQJZQ— %l W'EMM'WM

A ddim god T et hoh ak poSSail [padi noar— e
boge 0%t ~ 20Mm g Wﬂa/m/moé T herst e/
0 W%W V\M hotdes 5 MW &
At poth o O ro hgR o 48 ettt LadsE a
WWMM Ww

AS e Wk Tl rpsiesto WM‘E"’W{

AL A s o opie Chgid W0 O M&W.me
FrAnRACq Suntiyld e N2EE frod , debin L Coyd
CEni e (Ot Be 4 Kan 2 Coeod Ctgumber i
Fraaesto 6N AT begantp head AT

A!/zwwwt%xmmwmwgm@/m
Hewwmﬂwéﬂfé WMc«wﬂf%ﬂﬁ
O pnlHG 3 hgunrs (ks W (e ftthe COMNE G trtr et
e S gt oA 9300, @%M@zw —s LA

Bl bZM s r/azmc# 5w




/30/07/!2 @ﬂ».é/?mé ;&Z’LM% é,ﬁwgﬂ%/
%A (:”Mﬁ } /%m&z/ }&M P,
fe&ﬂ/aﬁfé@gnm//ﬂm* /ﬁ;é/aéﬂ,#/ﬁm wmeb&// owv[/eéﬂ’?% g'«»fl'?r--
fﬁz./z/ %/%j/zim’;jé /6;’1’:/64 Zé/é jm-f-z/jzzwz ///Z; sé Gt
oy fin P, - m
bty by ool hod o il guff L B/M#MAM A%
Lo st '@ﬁw// T / Ll Al 5L
j? B s ofilo %//%éée A&% MZ/LM/ foostod
M%Z{&wﬁmw/m ik/m Zz// :a/”/q{,w»
// b s C/Aym,s SRS VA
ﬂ/[% MWZA Al It Z/Ag; /4//,“
/Wim; / "

T

{2 ; 3’3'-/— &»LM el ) € ‘-’?/E

bl zwzw M%M ol ool ollode 4
) T, il Yo s hoe ol | sbh ,/e,, = Yo
o Al f] gl ol /m 4%//%.)
Ehfy B

N fre WM/MF”J /4,&%0&“
IeJ"lw Wg\/mm o) /éwd " aa o, 9{ o // /‘\/9/&/
4;/4/&4 oA 4//,//; o B o AL [ooh iy
Mﬂ(f& Gd/ // /%7@4;@.-1/2 A&ﬁ/e/b/z:/ acﬁl/ w/#/’? 'JWM ..4
Jf{ﬁﬂ 1om r’w:efm f Jenf’ P O/mésf QA A /Z/W//\Cém %/Z/%//(@é A“?"
4 M/z fogshah (ALl A /q\,fﬁpzmzu VEWEAY.
eran . &ccm;?mm«l"’g AR A /m; A/‘/ﬁé( Wki/zf/} 7-;@‘«94{/ /m*» »«—Awf /
s MR M,@Mm T i
7’0 DMJLI%,@? / /// {\/%Vé;}%}-m z,.f&jm yZ//w@/ﬂW/?
fa JG?WM@ JZ a/¢7// ver) Jﬂ}l@?i‘/ﬁ. -

¥ 51[4?“}&@!&« = e f}jf —j}_ or " \p cme.- agf ),j /L(r az/’

mnnnnnnnnnnnnnlnﬂn



—

20/07/12 MUSC  moss Bata, prog e (19

pf&w Lyd bpd bttt derm (O 7T Caer 73S
f 3 Al g8 ol Small Adimpg ~, & ~ b Aurs
W@Mﬁ%mm&wi W{MSO»‘(
A g ZTLS)  Cretidr Cogomdslr . CM% /Tt
CE (0m mpxchu . © a8 Crallom e LS was
ezt d o go & Somats Gile, Mo postope (oo s
o Frangt s (el ghgeALR Kot e man

g
=y e

O P

\
‘5m?\/‘WZT\YT7\
(

4\ : | ﬂ (i )
A~
o o
M
. - Loow
li Y.‘ ) J )
~ 7

et

(ni




W\

Y ,,

L N ) e */ L/@ =
/%( U c*%t ; By ( 00[7 éc/% 4 ‘/Jt |

e obte ih &W%@ FH\ bS5
( (W Q&(/?E" Uy mm[b %/2 Ll c(c»é/"__

@w‘fT,e/,/ ﬁrﬁa we ol k@éémﬂ Ouém ﬂ%
{ m&&; wer?” /%@bwf/ 7&5”% T/ZL(D f/f/t %’ é(.,
FAmd,w/[ even  upro 4%,;,9/0 w’?:’-‘?’ @JK»M

=%

_l,»:? W{f&hzé f(/ﬂ[/ O&A&Mg CUMK(/C{M %\0

mammnn»nn»%%i&t%%#%%#%




nerreeen

25 = Aoy Shunplon 30/ A

DF‘GED&DE’,}L :S WMW T QKa'%cm
2T ,l u.. noa.‘.q‘ . Al"o oA S i"li )Aa o ’_- AT

. —T
[
3

I

E——1
\

F!_'éf[‘og’\ Pr Coan

[’J b "’\{'_ ;'wa flean [ e rcla;f\ a L\a[{ ﬂ\ N

(o e %qlm Wb dragh el Yool

A R cap? L" Qﬁ/[" L/L“ Hﬂf‘r f«r) &ﬂ_w B\_L

,wl*’;iw'ﬂlt M‘Lii 1. {-"Lﬁ <Y Yo vn _ Tecbag

- [
\’b"-‘ L‘f S (;-L\QLE 5 (.x&\ ql[/, h:) y TDM (D ¢ e LJ” ga L'\Ck

‘ (1: gzjf {‘V\Lﬁ N‘,’?‘J‘M L

Zq!'3} 12 4 e I 30

o See GAIENET SR i, L L b




§ , e ~

N Le
..‘Jw 6// "7, -..

%-""\\g‘; = Co,qne,ckoﬁ éﬁFwQ.e,A Cowe [z f‘/”’QS
T"“ f' - - =75 ﬂ 2nada

aprs o CHliS TECELC s C/JLU"Z-")‘
NQ 00 s TACBAIC L

] é‘. : J\\ : o . -
ff{{:* = il /r;(/k ia b ﬂ.,c..'pi_f/j Cag

i\_*-_-} \20e \’\\84 by Kt e . A
_ B s Lo Lom secugpe  CQreodd i o sakeol

Jp_mi_gﬁn@._@_mﬁ_m&ncﬁ r.@k\ A Spewc

SRRRRRRENERNNRERRNED

oy . lie e o
Sicee zﬁnwxb@’g "&C\‘ ‘:?Q\ % %’\k\s%’ﬁ




Molino

This site was last dived by CJ and AK in the summer of 2011 when on the final dive AK had gone on
alone and laid 440m of line reaching -12m at 885m from base. This year CJ was diving a back
mounted rebreather and sidemounted rebreather, 7Itr of EANX33, 12Itr TMx 12/50 and a 3ltr of
13/50 were carried as diluent for both rebreathers along with 2 x 3ltrs of oxygen.

A team of 8 was recruited for an efficient carry on 26/7/12 in which saw a large mountain of diving
kit transported to the sump. CJ and LT then spent a couple of hours unpacking, assembling and
preparing kit for the following day.

27/7/12

LT dived to -6m twice (using a pair of 7s) to deposit heated battery pack and MP3 player and then
Alig80 of Oxygen. CJ then headed off on his long dive. The passage was followed down to -80m, then -
93m before a long swim around -80m depth to the furthest point CJ had previously reached. From
here the diver followed AKs line gradually up with decompression obligations still mounting rapidly.
Deep stops were done on the ascent and the cave passage slowly rose. The floor was a mixture of
large boulders, shingle and patches of sand. One land mark the diver was waiting for was a sloping
shaft with a horizontal tunnel appearing abruptly at -28m. Gradually an ascent was made along this
tunnel making various deco stops until the end of AKs line at -12m was found. Around this point the
passage became noticeably sandier and more silty. Infact AKs last two belays were silt screws and his
line was now buried in the sand. CJ tied on his line reel and reeled out until -9m was reached. After a
stop another 3m of height was covered and 60minutes of deco till surfacing showed on the diver’s
computers. CJ then began to swim along at -6m laying line and seeing where the passage went.
Following an overhanging wall between -6 and -7m the roof could just be seen above and shortly the
right hand wall was visible and the cave pinched in to end. Reeling back in as he went the diver
followed the opposite wall until he was back to a point inline with his last belay 3m lower down the
sandy slope. The roof in this whole section as about 4-5m above and CJ swam around searching for a
silvery surface and airspace but none could be found. After depositing his line reel in the middle of
the passage the diver once more circumnavigated the long thin chamber searching for a way on with
no positive results. In total 15minutes were spent at-ém searching. One option which did appear
was a low descent over sloping sand to a large ‘mouse hole’. However by the time CJ had returned to
his line reel the visibility in this whole area was now very poor and the diver concluded that it was
more likely the main way on had been missed further back. The diver turned for home planning on
searching the walls during his dive back. However poor visibility and sand stirred up during his deco
stops made this difficult. Once deeper one lead was spotted at -50m on the right hand wall where a
steeply sloping canyon appeared to come in. However as it was already going to be a very long dive
this was not examined. Back past the elbow of the sump at -93m CJ started to pick up deep stops
with the first at -63m. Three hours of deco were required in total with two hours a -6m. LT came to
retrieve the 12ltr of TMx and line reel and then dived several more times to check on CJ who was
plugged into heated vest and mp3 player. In total CJ laid just 40m of line so he end of the line is now
925 from base. Total dive time was 6 hours 40minutes.
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Comellantes

25/7/12

Chris Jewell dived with sidemounted rebreather and 2x 7ltrs bailout/diluent, although the passage is
large enough to accommodate any gear configuration including back mounted kit. The objective of
the dive was to search all walls and the ceiling to find the missing way on. The diver progressed very
slowly down the passage, scouring both walls with a high powered torch and investigating many
minor side passages. The visibility was 7-8m and CJ was able to dive off the line a short distance into
several of these and although some continued none look promising as the source of the large
underground river. However shortly before the end of the known cave at -20m the diver was 2-3m
above the line and noticed a dark space off the left. A short swim off the line confirmed there was
going passage so a line junction was installed and CJ began to lay out new line. Belays were sparse in
the clean washed passage and the diver lacked silt screws for the occasional patches of sand. After
120m of new line was reeled outina Southerly direction at -20m a right hand corner was
encountered. Straight ahead looked like a blank wall so the diver turned right and began to slowly
ascend a sloping rift from -16m till -11.5m where the only way was straight up. Surface appeared
above but the diver surfaced in a long air bell with no above water continuation. After tying off the
line CJ swam back along the surface of the air bell looking down into the rift then descended until he
landed back on his line — in effect completing a vertical circle and not finding a way on. The survey
was completed on the way out and after reflection in the bar the likely way on must be at the right
hand corner at-16m.

30/7/12

CJ and Laura Trowbridge used chestmounted rebreathers and dived to take photos and see if the
way on could be located. LT stayed at -16m at the right hand corner whilst CJ ascended but found
himself back in the airbell he’d previously found. However today the perspective looked different
and CJ could see that the airbell didn’t pinch in at the end but continued into a canal. With LT
waiting below CJ swam over the surface back to his previous line and dropped down to beckon to LT.
Together they ascended where CJ de-kitted so that he could explore the canal whist LT waited on
the surface. 50m later CJ found sump 2 and returned to his waiting dive partner where the pair
turned for surface and their dinner appointment.

31/7/12

CJ dived first and ran a tape measure across the surface of the airbell then belly flopped along the
canal to sump 2. Here the line reel was tied on and CJ dived. Sump 2 proved very short and although
the passage was deep it was possible to stay high in the roof at only a few metres depth. A larger
canal followed where it was easiest to lay line along at 1m depth. After 20-30m the roof started to
come down but as CJ descended a line was visible below running across the passage. As it
approached a reel was also visible and the diver knew he’d connected to the sump RS had been
diving in Squirrels passage in Renada. CJ followed RS’s line for a short distance then went back to the
junction and picked up RS’s reel and carried on in a Southerly direction to see if any inlets or other
passages went off. However the passage closed down only a short distance later. The diver turned
and surveyed back to the start of sump 2 where he met LT coming in. LT dived to see the historic
connection before the pair exited taking some underwater photos on the way out.

ERRRRERER
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—Original Message—
From: RUPERT SKORUPKA <r.skorupka@btintemet.com>

— To: Juan Corrin <uzu l.com

Sent: Wed, 1 Aug 2012 11:24

— Subject: Re: Comediante

— Hhi Juan

Thankyou for the info. I cannot open a ZIP file on my computer. Is there any way you could send the reports

— as DOC files ?

The Squirrels water CANNOT be the only feeder as it is a piddling stream compared to Comediante. Where
does the main Renada water go if that is the case ? R e«

Rupe

From: RUPERT SKORUPKA <r.skorupka@btinternet.com>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>

~  Subject: Re: Comediante

Date: Wed, 1 Aug 2012 13:53

Thanks for the reports- v. interesting reading. T didnt get the sketch as it was tied in with the zip file T couldnt

_ open. We hope to come across ( from Picos) to do some more diving here on or around the 16th august for

a few days. I take it you will be about.

Some thoughts :

Squirrels Passage is smallish, it cant flood too badly or my thin line would have been torn to shreds.
Add the flow in Renada 2 to that in Squirrels, and you are somewhere close to the Comellantes flow.

As expected, the sump x-section in Squirrels is somewhat smaller than the very big tunnel of Comediante.

~ thanks once again for keeping in touch,

see you , Rupe
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CJ was helped to the site by a good team. LT tied on the line reel whilst CJ prepared his kit. A wetsuit
and a pair of 7itr bottles were used. The sump pool is large with poor visibility and it was not obvious
_ where the water went. Initially the diver descended against the left hand corner wall so that a search
could be made with this as the start point. The floor was followed down till it seemed that a passage
was heading off. The diver then retreated back into the middle of the sump pool to ensure that the
_line ran directly towards this point. A belay was placed around a large rock and a total of 30m of line
was laid into the passage down to -13m. The visibility was 1m or less but the passage was large and
— 5o the diver again retreated to check that he’d not inadvertently pulled the line into any traps or
__round any corners. Satisfying himself that the line was good CJ went back to the end of the line and
laid another 90m of line (total 120m) in a North Easterly direction at a depth between 13m and 15m.
— The lefthand wall was followed with sparse belays. Roof was visible occasionally but the right hand
wall was never seen and the floor glimpsed only at the end of the dive.
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Observations from 10* August 2012, the day after the connection: Whitworth with Bassenthwaite. (%3
There was flow in Buttermere and all areas downstream. 285
The dive through to Whitworth was clear so there was possibly flow there as well.
There was no flow through Whitworth (the cascade was dry and the water was well below the level of the
rocks on the upstream side).
e  The water in the upstream Whitworth sump had not cleared at the bottom of the sump but was okay, both ends, -
at shallower depths.
e  The side walls of upstream Whitworth have not been looked at fully.
The link with Bassenthwaite starts as a chamber which has not been explored fully and then goes to a large
passage which also has not been fully investigated off the line.

— e  There was only a very small amount of flow into Bassenthwaite from upstream T-L-V, downstream was not

investigated.

i e The dam bypass cuts out Buttermere the other side of the dam (upstream). It is a direct link between

Buttermere (downstream of the dam) and downstream Whitworth.
— e  The water levels in downstream Whitworth and upstream Whitworth are different (upstream is about 0.75 m).
The water in the dam bypass (Buttermere) was very clear despite the amount of mud that we had dislodged
S from the dam on the way in and out (the water immediately below the dam on the downstream side was very
cloudy until it met the bypass water).

| e  The passage cross section in the new (muddy) chamber seems too small to take all of the water that flows

through Buttermere in flood conditions. This area also has heavy silt deposits.

Guesses from the above observations.

e  The flowing water in Buttermere was not being fed from Bassenthwaite.
e  The water in upstream Whitworth may flow through at a shallow level following the roof and only take up the
whole cross section of the passage when the flow increases.
e  The rift complex where the dam bypass is has a flow and is worth a thorough investigation to see where it
comes from which may be in that passage or in downstream Whitworth (as the dam bypass is part of
— L downstream Whitworth).
As has been said before, the whole length of Buttermere needs looking at underwater.
_— s The most promising leads (at the time of writing) seem to be pWhitworth downstream and the chamber at the
start of the sump (Elephant Sump) through to Bassenthwaite.
— . Upstzeam Whitworth and the Muddy Chamber looks to be high flow bypass when the Bassenthwaite water
rises above the level of the cascade in Whitworth (there is also hkely to be an underwater route thre h
— boulders and rifts). = =

—— Colin Hayward & Jim Lister
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Having had to walk away from the upstream sump in the Whitworth series in Torca La Vaca when we ran out of time on our previous visit to
_ the Matienzo area both Jim and | were keen to return. The prospects for the site are good, drainage in the area is not fully understood and
some die tests show the possibility of connections with large, know systems. Fortunately a little bit of negotiation at work has resulted in both
_ of us being able to take this week off and continue where we left off. Having driven down through France (to maximise the time in Matienzo)
we are stopping at a very clean and tidy apartment that has a disturbing amount of white furniture. We will have to see how things go.

" Our plan for the week gave us the posslbility of getting into the Wild Mare on the Monday afternoon to shift the heavy kit in and maybe find
an easy (underwater) route through the boulder choke to AGM bypass. Owing to the final part of the drive taking longer than planned this job

" list moved to Tuesday. The previous day hadn’t been wasted as we had identified a closer parking spot and checked the route to the cave was
still open. After moving the gear in through a very dry Wild Mare we set about trying to find the underwater route through. Sadly we failed. It
was however an interesting days caving made more so when a boulder moved. Having dived down through a slot in an underwater boulder
choke that we had dug out during our last visit Jim had surfaced in an airbell. We established a vocal connection through the boulders and |
moved forward to see if it was passable above water. As | moved across the top of the underwater choke a large boulder gave way underneath
me (at least we now know where all the pies went) rolled down the slope and ended up in the slot. We both had a good go at moving it and
Jim got it out on his third attempt. Shortly after that Jim lost his mask and we gave up on the easy route idea. We clambered up though the
boulder choke and rigged a ladder down to the water to bypass a climb that becomes tricky with dive gear on. The dive out was uneventful
despite Jim having no mask because | kept my eyes closed whenever he was in visual range.

After the previous day’s knock back Wednesday saw us heading back into Wild Mare, this time carrying seven litre cylinders. Once the slog of
the crawl was done (it's easy without kit) we quickly made progress to the boulder choke that had caused us trouble. In the clear viz Jim
spotted his mask and fashioned a fishing line which he used to retrieve them from between some boulders. We then set about climbing the
ladder which immediately broke as soon as lim put his weight on it (maybe someone else has been at the pie store overnight). Thankfully he
was still at ground level so no harm done but we now both feel that the boulder choke has it in for us; it is our nemesis choke. After rigging a
solution we moved the gear up and on through the choke. Once we regained the water a small bypass sump was lined to save travel time and
we went on our way up to the dam in Buttermere. Using the cord we left last time we got over the top, back into the water and dived through
to the Whitworth series {avoiding the Mandy Foo sized passage) to look at the upsteam sump. We didn’t spend long looking. A new line real
was tied on and the passage followed down a steep slope to the right. Two belays in the elbow were reached and a steep silty slope up was
followed to surface. The sump is only short (maybe 35 m) and only 5 m deep — we will know more once we have surveyed it tomorrow. From
the surface of the sump pool a large muddy chamber is visible with one good locking lead off to the left and several less promising options
around. The rock is the same type as Buttermere and it may be that this passage is formed in the same rift fault. Time pressure forced us to
turn at this point for an uneventful exit. On the way out Jim managed to video some eels in the Sump of the Wild Eels in Wild Mare cave, That
can now be sent off to the eel expert who wanted pictures of the things. The strangest part of the trip was in the Whitworth series where we
both heard a buzzing/humming noise, after checking our gear for air leaks, we both decided it was a cave feature. Suggestions are welcome...

Lessons learnt:

Plan the dive down through France so that it doesn’t happen on the first weekend of the Paris holiday.

Check your alarm is on euro time so that you don’t miss breakfast.

Don’t let Jim talk to the attractive landlady about mapping rocks.

The Spanish pronounce Wi-Fi in a most peculiar way.

Jim needs a cord around his neck from which to hang his mask when not in use.

Some boulder chokes will not take yes for an answer.

Just because the two of you have never seen a ladder break in a combined 60 years of caving experience doesn’t mean it won’t
happen.

b bbb r P P T P PP T P

Having found a muddy chamber yesterday we dived in through to Whitworth series with only one O-ring related incident which was quickly
sorted. In the Whitworth passage we surveyed the position of the main belay for yesterday’s line and then surveyed the line itself right
through to the muddy chamber. In the bottom part of the sump the viz still had not cleared from the previous dive but it was still possible to
read instruments. Looking around the water surface in the chamber confirmed that there was only one obvious way on. Before Jim went off to
see where the new sump went we completed a very rudimentary survey at the water level. We also looked below the surface around the
edges but found nothing but alcoves. Deeper in the sump may be a different story but better viz is needed to give that a proper looking at.

Jim then dived off into the unknown sump. After a long delay he returned to tell me that it was a massive sump (good) and that it surfaced in
lake Bassenthwaite (not so good). We shook hands as usual anyway and both dived through to explore what others had previously found.

This link does not end the opportunities in this area. The sumps out of Whitworth and into Bassenthwaite both have large cross sections and it
is very likely that an unseen junction exists. This is especially true in the Bassenthwaite sump which seems to start in a chamber.

On the way out Jim spent some time fertalling around in the water below the dam and found an easy bypass. It is a bit late coming but very
welcome none the less as getting out of the water with all the dive gear and back in again takes a lot of time for such a short distance.

Two small eels were spotted in the Bassenthwaite sump.
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From: Tony Brocklebank <tony@gptopbits.co.uk> E =
To: Derbyshirecavingclub <Derbyshirecavingclub@yahoogroups.com>
Cc: uzueka <uzueka@aol.com> Q’
Subject: Lennys Cave '"(/’]EJ\
Date: Wed, Aug 15, 2012 3:33 pm

On Wednesday 315! July Big Stewe directed a cast of thousands including Tom Howard, Bob Toogood, Ed Mason, -
Diane Arthurs, and others to site 288 — La Bodega, in Secadura, where we were met with a short walk to an
obvious hole with a great draught which Stewe had ideas we should be digging. As all the water passing through

the Matienzo valley resurges in this area it sounded promising.

We had a quick look upstream, and decided it was squalid, before inserting Tom into a short side passage just
inside the entrance which appeared to run downstream to an obvious tiny resurgence just below the entrance.

I had a quick look around and above the entrance and spotted a small draughting hole slightly above and to the
right of it. Within a few minutes | could see Tom below excitedly yelling that it got bigger and continued, and he'd P
found a pot, and it went off to the left. Then all went guiet. Had he gone grabbing? Realising we couldn’t get in the _
same way as Tom, it was simply too tight, Ed went down for digging tools but before he got back I'd managed to
open the top entrance and was almost in. It did get bigger, but consisted of lots of squalid small tubes, Tom L
retumed and | managed to get nearly as far as he had, with tight passages going off in three directions from a
junction. Not Bottlebank sized, so time for a thinny style team. | exited and Tom and Di went in pushing. Nota -
bad start to our first full day in the valley — perhaps thirty -or forty metres of new passage. Shame about the size.

While Tom and Di were busy pushing even further Ed and | got bored, and decided to have a wander. We set off

" and Ed asked what we were looking for, by this time we must have been nearly twenty metres from 288. |
suggested a draughting hole would be good — a bit like the football sized one | was pointing at. Digging fever set in
for the second time and again within a few minutes we'd opened up a hole to a slot which dropped into a chamber, -
perhaps 4m high, with small holes in the floor, a passage to the right and a second passage straight ahead
ending at a blank wall. The passage to the right ended at a smaller chamber, with a few uninspiring holes at roof -
level, the holes in the floor may lead to La Bodega, and a tiny hole at the top of the 3m high blank wall appeared
to be the way on. Backing and footing up this revealed the “blank” wall was actually a vertical sand blockage ina
4m or so high canyon like passage — with cold air blasting from a small final flow hole.

Ed came in with digging weapons and we set to work cutting steps up the wall until we could dig the top, Di, Tom
and Bob soon joined us and taking it in tums we revealed an small awkward crawl at roof level, with a nasty
looking drop on the far side. After an hour or so the spoil heap both sides had grown to the point where Bob felt
confident enough to attempt the climb down and after tuming a comer entered another chamber, on a cross joint,
with a climb up in the roof to the left and a howling draught emerging from an awkward and disappointing looking
narrow and twisting floor slot (the continuation of which may again lead to La Bodega). Maybe Tom could get
through — no — he was cold and he’d gone for a walk. The Plumbers bar was beckoning and we called it a day.

Bob and | were both pretty excited about the draught, but not too optimistic about the prospects — it looked like a-
big job, but despite that there was no trouble recruiting a team for the following day. Pretty much everyone
retumed, along with Liz, Sue, Nigel and Dan Hibberts. Dan, Bob, Nigel and | headed underground with Nllgel
surveying behind us with Tom (we thought) and Dan reached the slot first but announced he wasn't grabbing and
was simply going to hawe a look. We'd decided capping would be worth a try and after half a dozen shots Bob (as
the smallest -Tom Is never there when you need him — he'd gone for a walk again) was inserted. He confirmed he -
could probably get through, but was too old or something, and would like more rock taking off. Dan and | were
happy enough about this and so more demolition took place. After an hour or so Bob was shoved in again and we -
could hear him disappearing, “it gets bigger”, “'m on hand and knees”, “I'm standing up”, | followed, then Dan and _

s pO int Nigel gave up surveying and joined us.

The slot broke into a short craml and then out into a chamber, where Bob was busy ferretting in the roof. Dan and |
spotted a small hole low on the left (much bigger now after some attention with a lump hammer) and through this
the cave quickly enlarged to a junction with what seemed at the time to be a never ending 10m high, 10m wide
passage. In fact it did end, with draughting chokes at both end, side passages at the end of the left hand branch
led to a crawl up into a faiy extensive high level area and also led to a complex of phreatic tubes with daylight
and the new entrance at the end of one, after a couple of hours digging this provides a much easier way in.

More work has been camied out at various digs with some extensions and there are good draughts at four spots or
more. Di and Simon Comhill took over sureying and so far the cave has around 350m of passage surveyed with,
at a guess, enough to suney to take it to around half a kilometre length. The strength of the draught hints at big
passage further into the hill.
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The breakthrough and initial exploration all occurred during Lenny’s funeral and wake — and over sewveral glasses of
Selecta in the Plumbers Bar the cave was named in his honour, and in memory off all his hard work in the

Matienzo over the last thlrty odd years.

He'd have loved it!
WE¢ then retumed to the valley where we held an aitematve wake, but | can’'t remember the details (or even which

bar) so it must have gone well.
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From: John Thorp <john.thorp@tiscali.co.uk>
To: Uzieka <Uzieka@acl.com>
Ce: juan.corrin <juan.comin@matienzo org.uk>
Subject: Cave bones Matienzo
Date: Sat, Aug 18, 2012 5:01 pm
Atachments: sita_3153_ulna.lPG (932K), site_3153_scapula_frag.JPG (833K)

Hi Juan. t({-‘gq-)

Just checked on upper jew (maxilla) from Cueva Espina and | am almost certain it is pig, probably wild boar. The teeth are very wom but the third molar is same as pig with the extra
cusps at the back.

Better news though from site 3153 with the human bones certainly a femur and humerus, these are marked wrongly on my drawing, the bone marked humerus Is actually the femur
and the one marked tibia is @ humerus, There also appears to be a broken ulna and scapula, the scapula is marked on drawing as sacrum 7 and the ulna is located in a hole just
beyond where the femur was found. Will send you a revised drawing later. Has the big shaft done anything? Lugger
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From: John Thorp <john.thorp@tiscali.co.uk>

s = To: 'Juan Caorrin' <uzueka@aol.com>
___ Subject: RE: Lennys Cawe

Date: Mon, Aug 20,2012 12:21 am

__ HiJuan

_ ldid run out of paper on the sketch. There was not much more than you see but will send you a scan
with the rest on. Grade 1L. The snhappered section was done by me with Bob Toogood in attendance.

— See trip reports | did for the 5. And 6. The dig only broke into a small chamber with a hanging death

_ choke above, a narrow rift continued which was choked with calcite rocks, holes could be seen
dropping down the rift to where it looked bigger and the draft was issuing from the rift. Unfortunately it

— would mean undermining the hanging death blocks so we kicked it into touch. The bone passage is
drawn in wrong on the survey as it starts in the main passage and oxbows back into it after about 6-

— 8metres. Bone passage is immediately on your right as you break into the main passage. Confusion
reigns will do my best with the sketch. All the best Lugger
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Hi Juan,

Back safely thanks, after a good trip. QG7¢3)

Yes, you're right forgot to give you the details - sorry! It is a 3.5 metre descent below a sandstone outcrop into a 3
% 4 metre chamber with a silt floor and no sign of any outlet passage. 21 Ia’)ll

Cheers, Harry
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Hi Juan .

Not sure what was reported in the log book so here are maybe some better descriptions.

~ Phil G is doing a report on cave 3649 for you.

__ Hawe attached rough suney of 3648.

_ Has Phil Parker given you a report on two small caves | found directly above Washing Machine

— hole, if not | will TRY and get the info from him & forward it to you . Same GPS , 7m higher .

— Going to try to find another entrance to Washing Machine , Phil G thinks he might know of a good

~ place to dig ,we need to try a smoke test from underground , does the expedition have any smoke pellets for
~_ draught tests , the type

_ used for chimney / flue testing ?.

— 3648. 7

— Found easter 201{ . the floor of a narrow horizontal rift at the entrance was excavated to reveal aprox Sm of level
tight passage to what looked to be a man size passage . This tight rift would have required considerable time &
— effort
to gain any progress . On closer examination 6m east in the same scar hidden in the vegetation another hole was
~ found,
__some large boulders were removed to reveal a 2.5m narrow sloping drop to a T junction , left arround two sharp
bends
___the passage choked undemeath the observed end of the original dig . Light & wice connection at this point.
Right at T junction starts as walking , hands & knees then flat out going to a small inlet on right , forward is small
___descending g A
mud tube which becomes to tight , slight draught coming out at this point . C=F = zlﬂﬂ_

3747.

This cave is Sm @ 320 bearing from GPS paosition . (=6 »2=1
~ Found when movement in vegetation was observed caused by a strong draught on a very hot day .
Small hole in hillside was enlarged to reveal a 2m drop then a right tum to a fallen block calcited into the
" floor . Progress stopped at tight squeeze over the top of this block , no obvious way on seen .

" 3651

Shaft descended , no way on , totaly choked .

See you at Hidden Earth .
— Cheers John.

Hi Juan.

3648,
Should have been ( found easter 2012 ) o Ll o D S

3747 L 4m...D3m.

2 caves above W/M are 2m apart Left cave 9m 1
= ong , mostly a f
out crawl to possible dig. . . o

Right cave 1lm of crawling to slight enlargment , possible dig.

Re smoke pellets . Found some on ebay .

Cheers John. ~
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9™ August 2012 Site:154 (Cueva 77A) - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, young Tom, Big Steve

On the hottest day in Cantabria (41°C) we decided to follow up a lead given to us by Ali. This was to inspect
an area of deep water in Cueva 77A, which had apparently only had two brief hydrophobic visits before.

- — A nice idea at the time, but in reality getting a crispy dry wetsuit on in blistering heat, then wandering about

trying to find the pothole entrance was less than pleasant!!

Eventually locating the hole and thrutching through the loose boulder choke heading for the ‘main chamber’, in
said attire was something non of us were terribly keen to return through.

The deep water section proved to be not very long at all, and could be navigated using a knee deep
underwater shelf on the right hand side. So a wetsuit was definitely not needed!!!

- - As we were in there, we took the opportunity to have a good look round. Nothing of interest was found, apart

from Di saying she had found what appeared to be another entrance but required some digging. Not wanting
to go back through the loose choke, we all set off to check out Di's find.

—— This was a hands and knees crawl leading off from the bottom of the main chamber, with the odd flat out

wriggle ending in daylight coming through hanging boulders above. From a lying down position digging with

no tools wasn't a viable option, but from the outside looked possible. Leaving the others | had a rummage

about in this area, locating many draughting holes all near the surface.

Finally | found another daylight hole at chest level, which was much easier to dig my way out of - after a
_herculean effort moving one massive rock.




Locating my waiting chums, they were eventually extracted from the second new entrance to cueva77A of the
day.

Having been listening to ‘Fatboy Slim’ on the drive over, the first new entrance has been called ‘Right here’

and the second called ‘Right now’. L
SimonC

Friday 10 Auqust 2011 Site: Aqua - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, young Tom, Big Steve @ =

A nice swim in Agua to rinse the sweaty sand out of our wet suits from the day before. The water levels were
unusually low.

We visited the high level passage about 2/3 of the way in with the MASSIVE gour pool at the top of it. We took -

some disappointingly poor photos here. i
SimonC

Saturday 11 August 2011 Site 3594 (Honeymoon Pot) - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs ¢ > Wy 5

Having been constantly harangued by Johnny Dingle to visit this site we, broke under the peer pressure and
went.

Remembering the joss sticks this time, a very weak draught was observed coming out of the entrance.
Working our way down with it we found a draughting horizontal hole hidden from view behind a large rock at
the top of the final pitch. This was dug out to the top of a better looking parallel shaft — around 15m deep. At
the bottom was a tight rift at floor level (really does need capping!!) followed by a 3m drop (requires a hand
line fitting). After a very brief look round, two further tight rifts leading off were noted but not inspected.

On the way out the large block (above the ‘old’ final pitch we had been going under into the crawl to the new

shaft) was seen to have developed a large crack underneath in its centre. Well it hadn't been noticed before!!
SimonC

Sunday 12 August 2012 Site 154 (Cueva 77A) - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, Big Steve

i After two grown men finished arguing over who was going to ‘have’ the young boy for the day we finally set off
minus wetsuits to survey ‘Right here’ and ‘Right now’ into the main chamber of cueva77A.

This was uneventful apart from having to recalibrate the disto-x again (is there a problem with the dingle .

disto?)

| used the solo disto-x technique to survey the loop from ‘Right here’ to a joining station in ‘Right here’. | think

there could be an error introduced from not using the same spot for a station after a wriggle through the

entrance — silly boy!! SimonC

~ N

~ Monday 13 August 2012 Site: 3721 (Lenny’s cave)-Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, young Tom, Big Steve W

i [ j i for Di & Sito
We videoed the very strong draught coming out of the easy entrance. The object of the trip was _
survey the rest of tr?e un-surveyed area and Big Steve/Tom to try and locate the a way through the draughting
choked area Doldy and | broke into. ; _
Unfortunately the )I;'DA(s) weren't playing nicely with me so no surveying got done. M_eanwhde the rest of the
team were doing a great job of filling the whole cave with a sandalwood sent, but failing to locate where the
draught was coming from. :
To cglm me down f?om the PDA debacle, | did a quick bolt climb to a hole in the roof above the crawl to the
muddy extensions. It all closed down where massive slabs have fallen out of the roof.
SimonC

Tuesday 14 August 2012 Site:3594 (Honeymoon-from-hell Pot)-Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, James

Carlisle

Er:h’qﬂﬁn_.ﬁ

Tooled up with expanding foam to stabilize the entrance shaft and the wobbly block squeeze, James found
out the stupid way how to deploy the foam. g o .

1) Make sure the can has been well shaken first, otherwise it comes out like ‘cheesy poofs

2) Decide where to apply the foam BEFORE depressing the buitton!!
The top of the wobbly block squeeze is now called ‘Seagull Diarrhea’. :
Meanwhile | had discovered that the crack in the block above the final pitch appeared to have widened to a
worrying degree. So the capping trip was aborted, all gear was carefully removed, photos taken of the crack
and we all left quietly!!!

2Tl A0 ..Annm -




Site: (Hypocritical hole) - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, James Carlisle

Di videoed my flailing attempt to reverse out through the duck.

——  Onthe way baclf we stopped off on the hillside above Rianio and did some surface scampering. James
returned from this with tales of an uncharted resurgence 2mx1m a winner/goer if he had ever seen onell

— Wednesday 15 August 2012 site- 2099 Pointless bushwack — Simon Cornhill, Big Steve

—— (probably the old datum issue).

Other dead end holes were jumped in and very quickly out of again.
— Acrap, hot waste of a day.

SimonC

Thursday 16 August 2012 Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs James Carlisle, Jenny Carlisle

We all trouped off to have a go at James's winner/goer resurgence found two days earlier, which in true style

— turned out to be a dead end no-hoper!! In the same depression a draughting hole was found and capped to
the conclusion of .... a dead end no-hoper!!!

— Jenny by this time knew full well where the day was leading and left us to it. We carried on to the nearby area

where Di was two days earlier and had had a merry old time digging up several more dead end no-hopers!!!
At least we all enjoyed ourselves

SimonC

Friday 17 August 2012 Site: 124 — Diver Simon Cornhill ‘ -

I went for a final go in this resurgence to take some video and push the boulder choke in the up stream -
— continuation and the gravel squeeze in the static canal.

Not having to lay line and disturbing the silty floor, the visibility was great enabling me to have a good look -
— round.

First | went to the up stream choke where a hole up could be seen through the poised blocks. | made an -
— attempt to get through but it was very tight with a pair of 3| cylinders on. Having spent some time in various
other caves in this immediate area, all of them ended in a large extensive loose impenetrable chokes, so | b
— decided no to push it.

Returning to the second lead in the bottom of the static canal, | could clearly see from the surface the line =
— disappearing through the archway in the left hand wall.

Again in great vis | saw a rift soaring upwards from around 5m in and at -4.5m. This was arattle up itto very -
— near the surface where it was too tight to continue, an ‘interesting’ reverse back down was made to the main
line. Proceeding on to the limit at the gravel squeeze | dug into it, but the passage remained too narrow for ~
— further progress. As this is heading back to very near the entrance canal this was also left.

All diving lines were removed. o

Saturday 18 August 2012 Site: 3721 (Lenny's cave) - Simon Cornhill, Diane Arthurs, James Carlisle p

Today Di and | were supposed to leave the happy valley to go to the Pyrenees for the ‘Mallinson Matienzo po
~ Rehab camp’. However the day before Di, James and Jenny had found a passage in the area at the bottom of
the pitch and through the grunt, 3m up a wall apparently beyond the boulder choke, covered in calcite witha —
draught and water coming out of it!! This was un-entered due to it needing a bolt and an athletic leap to get up

to it. =
Unable to resist, with a fully packed car we stopped for one last trip to grab this five star quality guaranteed

lead. e
A bolt and an athletic leap later | was in said passage, which was quite small (1m in diameter) with a thick

crust over the stream. Having to break this crust to make progress the passage gradually got too narrow with —
no discernable draught. Very disappointing.

Meanwhile James and Di had located the draught whistling up into the roof of the boulder choke through a i
nasty looking area.

We also had a dig at various other locations in this part of the extensive boulder choke, not finding the way on.
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