MATIENZO CAVES PROJECT

Year: 2009
Season: Easter

Logbook pages scanned to jpg then combined into a pdf file using http://smallpdf.com/

Juan Corrin, January 2015


http://smallpdf.com/




. cambios en su legislacién para cobrar el coste de los rescates en los

=1 cualquier emergencia sin coste alguno para el interesado si se trata

3
C_thxr
CANTABRIA

Proteccion Civil cobrara este ano el rescate en
accidentes de montafia o espeleologia

Siempre que la persona que lo ha sufrido no haya hecho caso de una alerta meteorologica que
incrementaba el riesgo de la actividad que iba a practicar

05.01.09 - 17:03 - EFE | SANTANDER
El servicio de Proteccion Civil del Gobierno de Cantabria cobrara a
—— partir de este afio los rescates en accidentes de montafia o de
espeleologia si la persona que lo ha sufrido no ha hecho caso de
. una alerta meteorologica que incrementaba el riesgo de la actividad
que iba a practicar.

En los ultimos afos, el Gobierno de Cantabria ha introducido

accidentes ocurridos como consecuencia de una negligencia de sus
protagonistas o en el contexto de una actividad que necesitaba un
permiso oficial, si esa autorizacion no se habia obtenido.

Como otras administraciones, Proteccién Civil de Cantabria atiende = - =
cro de rescate del servicio de Proteccion
DANIEL PEDRIZA

de un caso fortuito o de fuerza mayor, en el que no ha habido dolo
ni negligencia por parte del accidentado

ta Ley de Medidas Fiscales y de Contenids Financiers para 2009, introduce una nuava excepcidn a ese principio
general de rescate gratuito; "En ningln caso estaran exentas aquellas intervenciones realizadas en situacion de
avisos a la poblacion de fendmenos meteorolégicos adversos en actividades que pueden conllevar un incremento
del riesgo derivado de esa meteorologia adversa"

La Ley habilita al Gobierno de Cantabria para cobrar esa tasa cuando se presten "servicios de rastreo,
salvamento y rescate de personas en dificuitades como consecuencia de emergencias o accidentes de trafico,

atencion en cuevas y cavidades (espeleosocorra y rescale vertical), hundimiento o derrumbes de edificios y otras
civiles e inundaciones",

l.a norma fija el coste de esos servicios en 1.639 euros por cada hora de utilizacion del helicéptero de Proteccion
Civil; 500 euros por seis horas de asistencia del equipo de espeleosccorro, mas otros 100 euros por cada hora
adicional hasta el final del rescate; y 100 euros por el establecimiento de un dispositivo de bisquedsa y rescate,
mas otros 50 euros por cada hora adicional.

——— Ademas, se establece que cada hora o fraccion de trabajo de una dotacion completa de un Parque de
Emergencias costara 328 euros.




From Pete. 18/3/09 : ;

site 2884 On El Naso. A dig, it's more or less open now, it isn't a straight pitch but stones fall
perhaps 40ft. 0451284,4797182 ‘
Site 3130 And a hole on Muela, | think it's new. It's a squeeze under some slabs at the moment, and == —‘
drops about 10ft, it would be worth checking it out. 0454530,4796568 Alt 782m

When | was on Muela | also came across these holes, which match known sites, but the web site ‘
doesn't have photos of them. i
My GPS grid refs were {

site 1947: 0454421,4796795 (more of a scramble down a steep shakehole than a shaft, it has the
"pretty" passage they describe on the right. Altitude: 730m
site 2338: 0454544,4796689 (same position +/- 1 or 2m) 3
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- : 1/4/09 Juan & Penny on Enaso. :
i S—
| Site 3136 451069,4797346
} 4m deep rift unexplored.
e Site 3137 451043,4797303
W A 2m drop to a narrow which may cap. Stones fall another 3m? :
e Site 3138 451100,4797165 z
_ 3 A 7m deep, narrow (Mandy-sized) shaft
3 . ® Site 3139 451419,4796654
] e 3m deep, probably choked. Undescended. Boulder over the entrance. .
~ Site 3140 451072,4796734 i
I R Open 7m deep shaft. Where barbed-wire fences join.
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3" April 2009
Phil, Juan, Jason “No Pencil” Lin, Mandy
8 _ Futrip into Cow Pot to tackle up the
‘preferred route’.
e Turn left to traverse before
Penguin Passage
I e P12 at entrance side of traverse
=3 . o (double line installed)

e Climb up where rope dangles
and into smaller passage on
right (heading southwest)

¢ Climb down p8 (double line

. ! b installed) into Gour Passage then

south to 7-Way Chamber

e e e Down p5 and p6 (no lines) to

Lake Bassenthwazite
Phil and Juan through the duck and
— I _ followed high level route to 40m Aven

Chamber, filling in details missed off the

survey. Some photos of decent stal.
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~ Phil G returned during Nov trip. Work carried out on boulders, but more needed before potential way on can be gained.

3081 5\FkvB8 WP416 accSm 0447531 4801111 approx 150m alt from map.

Return planned at Easter09. R
Site 3117 0446573,4800997 217m alt 6m acc.
Nov 08. Short choked cave runs South on a small fault.The location is some way above cave passage in Fuente Aguanaz. |

Needs description from John S or/and Alf, Photos taken CC a) Sue by entrance b) Gordon Proctor negotiating bouldersin = = 1~
entrance. Tony B and Sue in entrance shakehole.

- Site 3118 0446706 4801161 172m alt 6m acc. Nov08. GPS location of Southern end of large feature from where entry can

- 30m. Under a waterfall, in the middle of the Western side, a very short way down amongst boulders can be followed to a

- Altidude here approx 140m, this point like site 3117 is very close to being over the top of known passage in Fuente =

_ g) The southern slope.

i j) View to South East from near entrance

- Site 3122 alt 95m from photo 4471816 4801494

~explored by Tony Brocklebank <needs description>,

* -a) a small draughtless hole in the base of thesshake-now-covered—it was where Aif is stood in ¢).

be gained. Feature is large open pothole with sheer walls on 3 sides and a steep slope at the southern end. Depth is approx
boulder choke. To get on further is going to take some engineering work.

Aguanaz. Photos taken CC. Looking back up the slope out of the open hole the way out is up the left side, a few m before
reaching the top however a traverse to the right across the slope gives access to a small opening on the south west
slope/wall of the open hole. Site ????

a) Tony B in yellow on slope, Steve (tiny) Calvert in blue near way down through boulders.

b) Looking North into the feature from slope at Southern end.

C) Tiny in entrance,

d) Tony and Tiny at entrance.

e) View to South West near entrance.

f) The southern slope,

h) Tony and John S at entrance.
i) Tony in entrance.

k) View of the Eastern wall of the hole.

1) The North end of the open hole. N
m) One of the local {mouse) residents who lives just above the entrance in the bottom of the hole.

Site 3119. Nov08. Photos taken CC. 447037 4801552 113alt. Choked shake with tyre e WEG GZovER 5
Site 3120 Nov 08. Mud choked small tube cum rift with evidence of animal denning. Photos taken CC, Sue at entrance.

Site 3121, Nov 08. GPS 447064 4801614 79m alt =
Photos a and b taken by CC Photo ¢ taken by JS.

b) a small strongly draughting hole in the bank just above the glove in this photo. Now dug out to reveal pitch down in
boulders. ¢) part of the team outside the dig. Alf, Phil P, Chris C, Sue and Tony B. ‘
Think E'_ili_l_lz_has some video or photos from here. Permission sought and given from farm further up the hill on the right. =
7 7 S o |
e NEi
John S photo of Pauline Holdéh stuck in entrance. —
Site 3123 Nov08. 108m alt 0446778 4801923 acc 6m e —
Photos taken by Tiny, Steve Calvert, Amanda at entrance. Twin shafts unite further down est depth 12m.
Tiny has landowners number will contact hitn again at Easter. R |
Site 3124 Nov08. Alt 118m 0446876 4801905 acc 3m
Cave Entrance is low but enlarges quickly to 15m of walking passage. Ends in calcite choke no noticeable draught. =
Photos taken by Tiny Steve Calvert. a) Amanda <Surname from Tiny> at entrance. b&c) Amanda in the walking passage. T
d&e) A bat. e
3125 GPS 447373 4801587 101 =
This site and Site 3126 were shown to us by the people living in the house between here and the road.
Access involved walking past a light brown bull, which was docile on this occasion. Feature in heavily vegetated shake

3126 GPS 447373 4801587 101 This site and Site 3125 were shown to us by the people living in the house between here

and the road. Access involved walking past a light brown bull, which was docile on this occasion. Short cave explored by ]
Tony Brocklebank <needs description>. Photo taken CC. Tony in entrance. i |
3127 GPS acc 4m 0451996 4798982 440m alt Nov 08. Small shaft covered in rocks by side of road. Unexplored. Spotted
whilst driving along road,no easy parking and no kit, last day of trip. a)Entrance. b) Location. Taken CC. ' [ |
3128 GPS 0447531 4801113 150m alt. Found in Oct near to site 3081. This shaft is in the corner of the junction of tracks i
and is only a few m from 3081 (a 30m deep shaft). Narrow shaft is approx 10m deep, .Photo CC.

3154 0446544 4800991 alt 222m Nov 08 Potential dig in shake photos taken CC, Gordon Procter looking at the dig.
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UNIVERSITY CAVERS TRAPPED
FOR FIVE HOURS 1500 FEET
- UNDER CANTABRIAN MOUNTAIN
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CUEVA RENADA, South Vega, Matienzo, Cantabria. Spain
Un-named Sump.

09:04:09

DIVER; D RYALL

Support; S Ryall, P Smith, 2x MUSC cavers

After an efficient carry through the sometimes muddy but very impressive passages the large lake at
the bottom of a slope described by PS (listed on the survey as “Slope down to sump”) was reached.
DR first headed left (looking at the sump) on a bearing of 300 degrees. After laying 20 m of line a
blank wall was encountered at a depth of 6 m; the diver ascended then turned right but no outlet
was found before turning almost full circle, so the line was reeled back in to base.

~ The sump pool extended to the right under an arch so the diver submerged and headed in this

direction (120 degrees) reaching a maximum depth of 6.2 m before surfacing after 40 m. Shouting to

the support team elicited a response with PS making his way to a point c10 m above the diver.
| Following a 20 m long, ¢5 m high canal passage with a short shallow section, a second sump was met
and the diver laid another 40 m of line in this on a trend of 90 degrees before surfacing in a kicking
water airbell with a hading rift ascending. Shouting loudly elicited a very faint response; the sherpas
described the diver as sounding ‘a long way off’. No outlet could be found underwater so the diver
returned making a basic survey before the bad vis caught up.

On the way out of the cave PS showed DR the Squirrel Passage streamway. DR descended into the
~ active streamway, a series of swims and wading passage which leads to a canal and presumed sump.
This water is next seen in Cueva Comellantes. Unfortunately DR could not descend the final climb of
2 m into deep water (or more accurately was not confident of making the climb back up alone) so
did not reach the sump, but intends to return with a short ladder or handline and wetsuited sherpas.

DATA.’

S2
BACK BEARINGS
- TAG 80-70 (80 SURFACE) 300 deg 6m
70-60 270 deg 6.1m
60-50 220 deg 6.2m
50-40 330 deg (40 SURFACE)

. ool Sfu-«};»dé?-oLWZésu‘T Mﬁ

S1
TAG 0-10: 300 deg 5.8m NO GO REELED IN,
40 m long, may have airspace av 270 deg

CUEVA DEL COMELLANTES, South Vega, Matienzo, Cantabria
VN50794 95751

Diver: D Ryall

10:04:09

The diver had been warned that bad visibility in this resurgence had hampered previous exploration
attempts which currently end at 187 m from base. Entering the water at the water pump pool (pump
running) the vis was found to be a reasonable 3-4 m using a hand mounted LED light. Switching to
helmet mounted lights reduced the apparent vis considerably due to backscatter from suspended
particles.




The diver proceeded to the top of the slope up from the current deep point, -28.5 at around 170 m
from base where the line is belayed to a lead weight at around 12 m depth. Diving on a pair of 7 litre
tanks the diver turned here mindful of potential poor vis from disturbance of the silt floor and wall
deposits. In reality the vis was almost as good as on the way in. The line was tidied in places on the
way out. Heavy rain was now falling outside after a period of settled dry weather, and the diver
planned a push dive the following day hoping the rain would not destroy the good visibility.

CUEVA DEL COMELLANTES, South Vega, Matienzo, Cantabria
VN50794 95751

Diver: D Ryall

11:04:09 *

The heavy rain had fallen all night and most of the morning, reducing visibility considerably to less
than 1 m. The strong current flowing out of the cave took one of the diver’s fins with gloves inside
- for an unscheduled swim downstream. After a long search the missing items were located under a
boulder. The diver struggled inwards against a strong flow until reaching the ascent from the deep
point where the flow was lost. Ascending beyond the lead block a large line reel was found at the
top of a small silty pot; this was the end of the line. Given the strong flow in the cave, the fact that
the line reel had stayed in place un-belayed, and the small, silty nature of the passage convinced the
diver this was not the way on. Descending the pot a silt avalanche reduced visibility to zero and a
careful reversal was required. Back in the ‘main’ passage a fruitless search in poor visibility was
made before an effortless, rapid exit was made. The diver noted a number of large black spaces in
the right wall (travelling outwards) which seemed silt free and may be the way on?
Back on the surface heavy rain had returned, meaning this was to be the last dive at this site on this
trip.
Many thanks to Jim Lister and Clive Westlake for filling tanks in the rain.
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Riano = —
Paul Dold

On entering Riano to look at leads from previous trips we were on the way in when | reached the
first boulders in the entrance stream where you climb up, at this point Footleg suggested that | have L g
a quick {20 minute!!!!) look at a small drafting hole up on the right. | then spent the next 2,1/2 hours
digging my way through the passage following a good draft. This has opened into a number of

intersecting passages, theirs are a few small inlet streams and some nice formations. | have marked s

the possible way on in a drafting flatout crawl with a cairn this will need digging. In places, there are
signs of broken eggs and some bones. | need to get back in and survey and photo this passage.
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= 11/4/09
WSCC Walk

Paul Dold, Chris Agnew, Footleg, Badger, Emma Moyse, Alister Smith, Harri Cullen, Nick Fincham,
Biong.

We headed off for a surface walk in the Secadura valley this in the location of the end of the Uzeka
Gour Inlet project. The aim was to see if we can find a surface feature the may give us a way in and
therefore a possible bypass to the boulder choke at the current end of the inlet. We soon found a
small stream in a gully and followed its course down the hill until Chris found that the water sank in
7110 3 shingle pool (SK02 30T 454184 4800168 Waypoint | 258.0m). When trying to dig out the pool it
became blocked and the water soon flowed further down the gully, this was followed again for
about 20 meters and it then sinks into a fist sized hole with small rocks in (SKO3 30T 454192
e 4800152 Waypoint 1 224.0m). 4 meters to the right of this hole is another hole in soft earth with a
limestone wall on one side this is open and looks like a straight forward dig, the water can be heard
dropping down through boulders. One other rock filled hole up the hill in the line of this gully was
A1\ found (SKO1 30T 453975 4800421 Waypoint | 350.0m) the water sinking here re-emerges further
down the hill.

Further, up the hill 1 found a 6m diameter 4m deep depression with two holes one in each side. One
is open and has a 4m deep shaft and | can see a passage leading off into the hill (Shagpile Pot 30T

11 |71 454197 4800259 Waypoint | 268.0 m), The entrance approach is carpeted with a pleasant
sheepskin mat and bones. The second hole is blocked by TV sized boulders that can be easily moved
(DOLD1 30T 454192 4800255 Waypoint | 271.0m). 273

o Paul Dold
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Cueva De Piedrashitas ( A Pair of Shits?) 3218

Paul Dold, Phil Pappard

I took Phil to the cave for his expert opinion on engineering the dig. He agreed that a good full day of
digging would give us a better idea if the cave would go. We decided a plan of cave entrance destruction
and so the day progressed into an equipment finding exercise, Oh and with the aid of Big Steve, myself and
Bjorn had a crash course in capping. great , bloody exciting but possibly shorts are not the best safety
equipment?

Paul Dold

14/04/09
Cueva De Piedrashitas ( A Pair of Shits?) 3218
Paul Dold, Bjorn Stubington, Big Steve.

We spent about an hour reducing the boulder at the entrance to dust, With success. And transported some
digging and shoring equipment ready for a digging day.

Paul Dold

e e
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Site 2782. 8th April 2009. Visit to shake with tyres and possible cave entrance. No entrance found in undercut. 5—7
Site 2832. Undercut investigated no passable way on.

Site 3027 8th April 2009 draughting entrance dug for about 2-3m to a point where passage splitsin 2.

Left hand branch looking in which is the bigger of the 2 draughts well but will require more digging to progress.

Site 3127 Revisited 7 April 2009. Rocks removed from top and dug out more rocks to depth of 1m. Rocks fall down several

metres below this but too small to progress. Finished and recovered with boulders. —
Site 3128 7th April 2008 the area has now been cleared and this shaft is currently lost under the muddy track.

Site 3155 5th April 2009 Site 3115XXXX WP457 0456051,4799465 80m alt 4m acc. Photo taken by CC, Gordon Proctor by hole.
Small shake with rock wall at back. In SW corner is a small hole with a very slight draught possible dig but not promising.

Site 3156 5th April 2009 WP458 Site 3156 0456043,4799136 159m alt 4m acc. Covered shaft about 3.5m deep would need — 3 !
work at top to enter. Photos taken by CC.a) Baz Hunt and Phil Goodwin at the entrance. d)the top and b&c looking down. *
Site 3157 5th April 2009 WP459, Site 3157 0455963,4799020 190alt 5m acc. Fenced off vegetated twin shaft 3m deep in rift

both ends choke. Photo taken by Pete Morgan.

Site 3158 5th April 2009 WP460 Site 3158 0455997,4798905 223m alt 4m acc. Choked undercut at back of gully like shakehole.

2 photos taken CC b) of Gordon by hole and a) of hole prior to excavation by Gordon. Hole now goes down a narrow rift for

about 2 metres to a corner to the left. Needs a thin person to get in and lock round corner.

6th April IS had a look round the corner but closes down. Abandoned.

Site 3159 5th April 2009. WP461.Site 3159 0456033,4798887 234m alt 4m acc. Fenced open rift running N-S is a shaft 8m deep

to a choked floor of clay and boulders. Descended by Phil Goodwin. Dimensions 3m by less than 1, slightly deeper to the

south(uphill end) 2 photos taken by CC. The open hole and a shot of the fence with Baz Hunt and Pete Morgan.

Site 3160 5th April 2009. Site 3160 10m South (uphill) from 3159 is a shaft currently covered by a large boulder. Stones drop

some distance at least 10m. Return planned to remove boulder.

" WP465 6th April top removed and stepped shaft found to be 14m deep to a choke. Descended by Phil Goodwin.

From the bottom there is no visible connection to the 3159 hole nearby despite the rifts sharing the same alignment.

Photos taken CC a&b) Entrance as found. c)Phil Goodwin,Baz Hunt, Pete Morgan and Gordon Proctor about to remove boulder
blocking shaft. d&e) Phil G checks the top out. f) Open haole ready to descend. No further visit planned.

Site 3161 5th April 2009. 5m NE of 3159 at approx same altitude, is a blind shaft 3m deep with a tree growing out of it.

Site 3162 5th April 2009. WP462 0456064 4798862 236m alt 4m acc. WP is 4m to the west of the cave. Site 3162 corrected
from WP 0456060,4798862 236m alt. Walk in cave 4m long no way on. Photo of Pauline at entrance.

_ Site 3163 5th April 2009. WP 463 0455997,4798822 254m alt 4m acc. Site 3163, Large shake with rock outcrops around side.

In the east side of this feature is an open shaft with a good outward draught. Could see down to a clay floor with possible

_ passage running off both North and South. Rocks may fall down further than this floor. Best prospect, as ever found at end of

day return planned. May need a little digging to get into top. Within the same shake are another couple of short choked shafts

. 3m to the South of the open hole. These are not worth site numbers in their own right.

6th April 2009 returned JS descends. Photos taken Chris C.a,b,c&d)The hole and its surroundings with Phil Goodwin.

e)f) the entrance and John S descending.

Site 3164 6th April 2009.WP466. Site 3164 0456018,4798837 252m alt from GPS. Shake with trees WP is 12m W of hole GPS ref
given above is corrected. Holes down through loose boulders, rocks fall about 3m. Possible dig.
Site 3165 6th April 2009. WP 467. Site 3165 0455966,4798722 276m alt from GPS. Small shake with tree covered in Mistletoe.

~ Shaft covered with boulders judged to be about 12m deep. Boulders removed and shaft measured at 16m.

Top of this is extremely tight squeeze past boulder with no stance below. Return was only possible by surface team assisting.
Shaft is a free hang with ladder briefly touching a loose slope of hanging death. Phil descended to a point where he thought he

~ could see the bottom is blind. Having been hit by a rock we called this a day brought him out and recovered it. Photo taken CC

John § and entrance location.

_ Site 3168 7 April 2009. Wp468. 0447540,4801078 219m alt suspect? 8m acc.

Small cave entrance under sandstone bed just uphill from Site 3081. Maze of small phreatic passages explored Phil Goodwin. 2

_ ways on both too small. About 8m length. Photos taken CC a) entrance.

Site 3169 7 April 2009. Wp469. Site 3169 0447556,4801086 122m alt suspect? 7m GPS acc. Further up above site 3168 on very
steep bank. Rift to enlargement, dug later in the day but still too tight to enter, 2m deep and 2m + long, may be slip feature.
Photo taken by CC prior to digging.

Site 3170 7 April 2009. WP470. Site 3170 alt 150m from GPS Northern ent from map 0447320,4800825. =
Twin entrances quickly unite underground. Located in bottom of enormous depression. Evidence of stream sinking here in wet
weather. Quick survey by JS and CC strong draught going into choke at station 6. Smoke test carried out no sign of smoke coming
back out of surface boulders. A sandstone bed is visible in the bottom of the depression above the cave entrances. A Gully
comes in from the North West, which cuts this bed. This point is probably above the terminal chokes. This site may well repay
digging either underground or on the surface but may not be a quick prospect. Phctos CC. Pauline Holden at entrance and John §
in the passage that leads back to the Southern entrance. Survey notes 0 is the entrance in the photo a) and station 8 the other
ent. Photo b) is taken from station 1 looking towards station 3.
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Site 3171 7 April 2009 WP471 Site 3171 WP is in centre of 15m dia shallow depression with sandstone bed visible. Cave is 7m to
the west at 0447370,4800694 191m alt. Small impenetrable resurgence from above sandstone bed. Cave entrance is below the
sandstone bed but is completely blocked by rubbish. Photos taken CC a)Resurgence (on the left side} cave to the right. b)the
cave entrance.
Site 3172 7 April 2009. Wp472. Site 3172 0447568,4801148 142m alt 4m acc. 3m drop into cave entrance in recently cleared
area.Cave has a sandstone roof. Dug inside by Gordon, explored Gordon Proctor and Phil Goodwin. Draughts out very well but
gets too small. Photo of Pauline Holden at entrance, taken Chris C.
~ Site 3173 7 April 2009. Site 3173. GPS from JS 0447633,4801336 130alt 6m acc. Open rift feature in cleared area found by Phil

and Gordon. Descended by Phil Goodwin. Goes to a floor blocked at both ends, debris cone in middle. Approx 10m long at the
bottom. Depth from John 5. At western end you can climb up 3m and look past a flake into a narrow passage too small to
progress. Photo taken Baz Hunt, Phil G about to descend.

~ Site 3181 8 April 2009. Wp 473. Site 3181 0446609,4800827 245m alt 5m acc.
Small shake in edge of field on South side of a small wood. Small low cave entrance runs off towards wood. Unexplored due to
dead animal resting in bottom of shake. May need digging to get in and appears to be used by animals. Photo of Pete Morgan

_ pointing out the entrance taken by CC.
Site 3182 8 April 2009. Wp474. Site 3182 0446576,4801092 211m alt 4m acc.
Collapse feature found by Phil Goodwin a short distance from the large Alum pot type hole. A rift around a metre wide and
about 1.5 m long has a sandy floor. This was quickly dug but the fill is in excess of 1m deep. Left for better prospects. Photo of
Gordon Proctor at the entrance taken by CC.
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Hi Juan,
| hope all of these files don't overload your system.

Here are the drawn up versions of what you sent me plus {in red) some minor additions to the first bit of Morenuca that | B
+— = drew up to just add to that. Finally, there are scans of the raw survey notes for the second trip, just in case the originals get
lost in the post.

I'll post you all the original drawings and notes - where should | send them (and when)?
Description - here's my stab but maybe you could ask Mandy, Beth, Patrick or Kirsty to look over it?

The other issue is that we didn't come up with any names (that I'm aware of) which makes the extension trickier to

"The crawling passage ends at an obvious (undescended?) pitch with a bolted traverse running along the right wall. This =
was left rigged in Easter 2009 with an approx 45m rope. *Care* - some of the through-bolts were missing washers so
readily unscrewed! There are no good footholds and a hand jammer is advisable plus a couple of slings left on the most
exposed section to serve as footloops.
The traverse ends in a large passage which shortly leads to a second undescended pitch. Most of this can be bypassed
using a small passage back on the right. However, there are two short sections of bolted traverse over the main pitch.
These traverses were left rigged in Easter 2009 with a single approx 20m rope, though a second short rope at the end is
needed to protect the final descent
into the ongoing passage. An unsurveyed crawl leads off on the right from this bypass passage, before the traverse rope is
reached, and was not pushed to completion. After the second traverse the passage is initially awkward, necessitating
clambering over and around some undescended pits in the floor. The passage then becomes larger, wider and easier, with
some possible, unpushed
leads on the right, until it reaches an obvious corner. At this corner an unobvious but strongly drafting out passage leads
= i off on the left. It immediately leads to a decorated, flat-floored chamber from here the draft is followed to a short crawl
and then walking passage. This soon reaches a short
— but muddy climb which was reported to lead to a pitch. This needs descending! Back at the main corner, the passage
continues in fine style with a distinctive flat, crusty floor. It is extremely well decorated with stalagmites, stalagtites,
——— helictites plus some straws and curtains. The passage dimensions gradually reduce until a series of crawls and squeezes
lead to a white crystal
— "pool" with a black "stream" running from it and then some very vulnerable formations at the end where sand totally fills
the narrow, rifty passage.”

The passage really needs protecting, particularly the second half where it's hard to avoid the stal as the passage is small. It

| alsodesperately needs photoing! b

describe - | reckon Mandy should get to do that! =

cheers, Becka '_'
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“ 27" April 2009

- 3259 Cco4 30T 451217 4796558

Penny and Juan walking the boundaries of the proposed quarry in Cubija and exposing the myths of the quarry company’s visual impact study.
According to the project plan, the proposed quarry cannot be seen from a main road, in particular from Cruz Usano. It is quite difficult to see
|)}

the vertices of the proposed quarry from Cruz Usano, so a “reverse visua
coordinates.

was carried out, looking for Cruz Usano from the quarry

Parked at the “climbers’ car park” and, after having to return to the house for fresh GPS batteries, walked up to the SE corner of the quarry
{QD3). This is just off the red climbers’ path. Cruz Usano cannot be seen from this point.

Climbed north as high as possible up to the cliff just east of site 2804. From this point {2/3rds of the way up the eastern boundary) Cruz Usano
was clearly visible with perhaps 30m of road barrier seen. A route was then taken following the base of the cliff line (about 2/3rds of the way
up the quarry) passing an undercut {UCUT) and a possible dig at site CO1. An obvious cave is seen at the top of a climb up through nettles and
brambles. The site 3257 {C02) choked off within a couple of metres. A prominent patch of ivy (easily seen from Cruz Usano, and vice-versa)
was the next stop.

A route up through the cliff line was found to the west of the ivy and this soon reached point QD1, the northwest corner of the quarry. From
here, the road at Cruz Usano was clearly visible and the farm at the bottom of the road with the Matienzo road sign. (When standing. When
nearer the ground, the farm was not visible but the road at this bottom bend could be seen. So it is likely that this corner of the quarry will be
seen all the way down from Cruz Usano to the near the Matienzo sign, depending on the vegetation on the north side of the road.

Then walked southeast encountering a small, undescended shaft, about 6m deep in good limestone, probably just inside the top quarry
boundary. This is site 3258, (C03) and only a soft earth / calcite blockage on the right wall prevents entry. After this, rugged limestone forced
us uphill to the north, but more hospitable ground allowed us to descend to point QD27?, the northeast corner of the quarry. (This has been
altered from the project document: the northing 4796185 for point 2 should probably be 4796485.) From here, Cruz Usano was visible and the
farm at the bottom (just}. A panorama was also taken along the Vega valley, showing that most properties in the La Vega would see the
quarry. The road below Alisas was also visible from at least points QD1 and QD2.

A diversion was then made up to the northeast where a tree and hollow in the cliff seemed to indicate “cave”. Sure enough, site 3259 (C04} is
a large vestibule with a hands-and-knees crawl past a
boss to where it is just possible to stand up. Plenty of
bones (probably modern goat) and it would be
possible to survey about 15m. Needs another look
with an archaeologists eye.

At this point it started to rain, so rather than descend
through the cliff, we walked west down a cliff line to a
spot between the two houses where it was possible to
walk down to the road and then back to the car,

co1 307 451023 4796478
3257 coz 30T 450957 4796518
3258 co3 30T 450973 4796553

cliff 30T 451144 4796427

- vy 30T 450932 4796508
ap1 30T 450915 4796570
ap2 30T 451135 4796485 Ve
Qap3 30T 451140 4796320 G
Undercut 30T 451080 4796436 Site 3259

Panorama from QD2, northeast corner

VA
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0713 Agunaz photos of cavers’ entrance
0936 photos

3084 April 2009 Several visits, engineering works commenced and were then halted when someone(CC) broke the capping rod
on the first round. Subsequent removal showed the drill had gone past rather than through a void and the caps had probably
fallen into this. Despite bending the firing pin these did not go off!

— In the promising top hole a shaft was sunk for about 5m to a point where we felt we had reached bottom.

The draught seems to be coming from the right part way up the hole under a large boulder. We attempted to get down the back

- of this boulder and that may still be the way to go.

Whilst we were there we saw a small flood pulse come through and the dry channel start to run. Would not say there was a lot
of water on this occasion, but the draught and general location still make this a worthwhile dig.

Photos c¢,d,e&f taken CC, Big Steve (in red suit) and Gordon Proctor in the excavation.

3090 April 09 revisited but attempts to get down shaft were thwarted by small dimensions. A dig across the top of this shaft into
a continuation has been started, and then put on hold until another attempt on the shaft by someone smaller. The 5 min dig
proving to be over optimistic. Return planned in Summer.

3123 9th April 2009. John Southworth and Pauline Holden. John descended 10m pitch into chamber with lots of rubbish, Any

way on is completely obscured by a foul smelling mess. Underground shots c,d,e&f taken by John S. Total depth approx
23m.Twin shaft not noted to connect but probably does.

Site 3155 S5th April 2009 WP457 0456051,4799465 80m alt  4m acc. Photo taken by CC, Gorden Proctor by hole. Small shake with rock wall at back. In SW
corner is a small hole with a very slight draught possible dig but not promising.

Site 3213 April 2009. Wp476 0445589,4801903 64m alt Short cave 3m long in a rock face closes down. No draught.

__Site 3214 April 2009.WP477 0445766,4801797 65m alt Edge of field short climb down cleft in cliff face to downstream passage

sumps after 4m, 2 photos taken Js, pauline Holden at entrance

- Site 3215 April 2009 old cold store spotted just above Site 1976 Feature is a hading rift about 0.8m wide blocked with boulders

but draughting. Dug out until to continue further we need to underpin boulders holding up the back wall of the store, Thisis a
good prospect but needs a bit of engineering work. Location is just on downstream side of garden of house next to 1976 about
5m above road level. Maybe 8m above 1976. 2 photos taken by CC one looking towards cold store and the other from the same

" spot but having turned 180 degrees, the 1976 sink. Note all the water was sinking here in this stage. The water is discoloured

after our kit washing just upstream.

" Site 3235 16th April 2009. Wp482. Wp is by side of road.0445869 4801941113m alt from GPS.

twin shakes closest one to road slopes down to vertical climb with small holes descending too tight.

' 2nd shake immiediately beyond 1st has a split pitch of 14m to a point where a run in,
_ probably from the first shake blocks the cave. there is a small hole in the run that descends possibly another 7m.

This would be a serious dig to progress, there was no draught when we visited.

Photo taken by John Southworth, Pete Morgan about to make first descent.

Site 3236 April 2009 [WP483 0445928,4801005 122m alt gps acc 6m. Shaft is 8m south of WP. @ 0445928,4800997 122m alt.
Shaft with waggon tyres in shake. 8m pitch in shaft 3m wide. Choked. Photos taken CC, a)Phil Goodwin rigging and b)JS
descending.

_ Site 3237 April 2009 WP484 0445838,4801103 100m alt gps 5m acec Open entrance in large rocksided shake, draughting, needs

digging underground. Photo taken CC of entrance area. Entrance is to right of large rock in middle left of shot. Return planned
for May.

Site 3238 April 2009 WP485 0445809,4801097 103m alt GPS acc 5m Cave,draughting dig. Solid roof with earth floor, can see on

" 5m. Photo taken CC, IS by entrance.

Site 3239 April 2009 WP486 0445783,4801151 101m alt gps 5m acc. 45 deg sloping cave is 5m long to choke. Located in top

~ edge of a very large shake. Photo taken IS

Site 3240 April 2009 [WP487 0445910 4801223 116m alt GPS acc 5m]. Cave is 8m north of WP, @ 0445910,4801231 116m alt. 2

| shakes on N side of track at NE corner of field. Western shake is blind, Eastern one has a hole. A corkscrewing old calcited
| passage descends past squeeze to a point where it is too small to continue. 15m long 8m deep.

Site 3241 April 2009 WP488 0445928 4801140 79m alt gps acc 6m. Cave in shakehole on south side of track. 2m long to tight

_ right hand bend possibly choked. No draught.

Site 3242 April 2009 WP489 0446557 4801418 156m alt GPS acc 5m  [1890,91,92,93,94]

. Cave is 10m east and 8m south of wp.Site 3242 0446567,4801410 alt approx 140m. Large shake with small intermittent choked

sink in it. Behind vegetation on the North side at the bottom, where the sloping sides meet the flat floor are 2 small

-~ interconnected entrances with a small unexplored passage running off to the east.

This may be passable by a small person from the easternmost entrance. Photos taken by CC.

— a)Gordon Proctor by the choked sink. b)Western entrance c)clearing Eastern entrance, Western entrance is also in this shot on

the left side. d)Inside Western entrance. e)the small passage running off east from the eastern ent.
Site 3243 16th April 2009. Wp490. 0446420,4801394 146m alt GPS  5m acc. Narrow shaft in side of track several metres
deep. Needs another look. 2 photos taken CC a)shot of entrance location in middle of shot by stick laid at 45deg. b) looking

- down shaft. Looked at on 17th too tight without major dig.

Site 3244 April 2009 Wp491 0446371 4801408 122m alt. Cave is 15m on 140deg from wp therefore Site 3244 0446380,4801396
| 122malt. Cave 2m high 1m wide 3m long to choke. No draught. Photo taken by JS.

__ Site 3245 April 2009 WP493 0446486 4801613 82m alt gps accém. Strongly draughting small cave 2m long to corner where way

on is too tight. Return planned to see if this will dig. Photo taken by CC of entrance



Emails for site 0774 Morenuca Easter 09 extensions é /{-/C\q

PATRICK WARREN ’

" I've updated the description. Let me know what you think! Make any changes you want.
Names suggested at the time: "Happy holiday traverses" for the traverses. "Gollum's Lair" for the pretty passages beyond (though | would
prefer "Lothlérien", which is "is the fairest forest realm of the Eives remaining in Middle-earth during the Third Age").

Are you planning to go out in the summer by the way?

B patrick

——— Over Easter 2008, an obvious passage was entered by bolting an awkward (and rope-eating) traverse on the right hand wall around a shaft

{choked at bottom), about 150m from the end. [How do we know the shaft is choked?] This was left

- rigged with an approx 45m rope. *Care* - some of the through-bolts were missing washers so readily unscrewed! There are no good

foothelds and a hand jammer is advisable plus a couple of slings left on the most exposed section to serve as

footloops. [Probably deserves either re-bolting higher up, or rigging with a long descending-reascending loop to avoid the most tricky section.]

The traverse ends in a large passage which shortly intersects a big shaft (undescended) with a waterfall entering from above. Much of this can
—————— be cunningly bypassed by entering a small rift passage back on the right. The rift passage leads to a bolted traverse over a small clean-washed

shaft with windows to the left looking into the big shaft behind the waterfall. The rift ends in a small bouldery antechamber, where a window
——— highon the far left drops onto another bolt-protected but easy traverse leading to the far side of the big shaft. These traverses were left

rigged at Easter 2009 with a single, approximately 20m rope, though a second short rope at the end is needed to protect the final descent into
_ theongoing passage. An unsurveyed crawl leads off from the right near the start of the bypass rift, before the traverse lines

are reached. It was pushed for about 50m as a soft-sand-flocred crawl to a T-junction - left is too tight almost immediately, and right becomes
_ tootight after passing under a weakly drafting aven well decorated with crystals on the walls.
|  Afterthe second traverse the passage is initially awkward, necessitating clambering over and around some undescended pits in the floor. Just
- after crossing a 'bridge' between two such shafts, a slope down on the right leads to a chamber with a hands and knees crawl to the left,
ending at a window into yet another undescended shaft. Back in the main passage, a step around to the right and above the chamber at the
bottom of the slope leads to an easy 3m climb, where the going becomes easier, with some possible, unpushed leads off to the right. An
*obvious corner* is soon reached where the route swings to the right. At this corner an uncbvious but strongly drafting out passage leads off
on the left behind a rock curtain. It immediately enters to a decorated, flat-floored chamber. From here the draft is followed through a short
hands and knees crawl to enlarge and enter a chamber with large fallen blocks. Across the chamber an easy climb follows the draft up
between blocks to reach a short but muddy climb down where the current survey ends. Beyond here was reported to lead rapidly to a 20m
~ pitch into a larger continuation. This needs descending! To the left at the far side of the fallen-block chamber are some more possible leads.
Back at the *obvious corner*, the passage continues in fine style with a distinctive flat, crusty floor. It is extremely well decorated with
stalagmites, stalactites, helictite forests, plus some straws and curtains. The passage dimensions gradually reduce until a series of crawls and
squeezes lead to a white crystal "pool"” with a black "stream" running from it and then some very vulnerable formations at the end where sand
totally fills the narrow, rifty passage. The passage really needs protecting, particularly the second half where it's hard to avoid the stal as the
passage is small. 1t also desperately needs photographing!

MANDY
— Anidea was possibly a lunar theme cos of the strange grey crusty sandiness, but LOTR themed would be cool tao, albeit a bit geeky! —
| thought that pitch below the first traverse wasn't completely explored at the bottom, as it was "too dangerous" when it was last attempted?
- Should hopefully be out in the summer for a couple of weeks, there were talks of possibly rigging Regaton and dropping the pitch down in —
Morenuca to make an easier way in for people who can't manage the crawl or squeezy bits! That traverse definitely needs improving, the 9mm
— rope was quite rubbed in places after that first trip, scary!

E — BETH JUPE
Hey,

_ Justafewname ideas. It was “Smorg's Lair" | suggested at the time- filled with treasures. But | agree, "Lothlorien"” would be much more
appropriate if we went down that route. Possibly "EIf Walk" for the traverse - they just walk across a single thread of rope on their way to

_ lothlorien, or "Not-For-Hobbit's" who weren't so keen on it. Yeah, I'm a geek!
Using the moon theme, the traverse could be called; "One small step for Dan...One giant leap for Mandy" :) On a serious note, two traverses -
"Small Step" and "Giant Leap" maybe? Obviously the worse cne should be "Small step" to scare the crap out of people before they get to
"Giant leap".
if the moon theme is well liked how about "Lunar Hall", "Lunar Gallery" or "Lunar Saloon" rather than passage? There are a lot of 'passages’,
understandably of course.
Beth

PATRICK
For the names - | was just recalling what had been suggested on the trip | was on, but "Lunar Passage” or something also sounds quite nice... § l

I'll leave it up to you!

For the pitch - my mistake, I'm just looking at it now at http://geography.lancs.ac.uk/Matienzo/surveys/0774-current.gif and it is marked as

“choked p". By the way | thought the "p undescended" on the left on the way to the original end was pretty interesting, it looked to me like it

was actually the start of a tall canyon inlet. i

Had to cut the traverse rope into two as the sheath had part worn through in two places at one of the traverse knots.
- Let me know if you have summer dates, | might be able to make it for a long weekend. — il
2D Chetlars

F——— — Patrick —




~ From: Chris Camm <Chris.Camm@datong.co.uk>
To: uzueka@aol.com
Subject: 3081 and 3128
Date: Wed, 6 May 2009 16:12

Hi Juan,

Re web descriptions 3081 and 3128

All descriptions regarding our work relate to 3081.

3128 was not originally given a number hence its initial inclusion in the 3081 report(picture of
3128 has a boot for scale)this photo could be removed now from 3081 page.

Its still Phil G intention to revisit 3081 but a snapper or two will be needed.

Only 3128 has been obscured by the felling.

__ Best regards

- Chris

~ Chris Camm
~ Product Manager

From: andy pringle <andy@pringle.fsworld.co.uk>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
____ Subject: Re: Matienzo site 3167
Date: Tue, 5 May 2009 23:44

Hi Juan,

The site Mark thought he had found 'as new' was already known. Ali & I had
been te it at the time when 2916 'Need Another Ladder' was descended on the
day of the fridge episode, I believe the description of 3034 from Dave
Gledhill .... 'Either drop down 2m upper entrance or squeeze through the

lower floor level entrance to emerge in a chamber formed under very large e

sandstone bleock' is of this site. However it appears to be positioned

— wrongly on the map. The parking spot used when visiting these sites is at

the road junction near the 448500 number on the map. We then walk north

along the road before turning right through a wire gate. We then cross the
" meadow downhill & slightly south say 110 degrees. This take us to

approximately to the northern most point on the blue contocurs of the large

——— Langdales depression. We then contour round anti clockwise. 28216 appears to

be in about the right position (may be a bit too far west & up the slope of
the depression.)} The site Mark thought he had found 'as new' 1is, I
believe, in northern blue depression within the Langdales depression. -
about where the two different shades of green line meet. Incidentally - in

~—  the southern 'double contoured depression' within the Langdales depression

is a surface rift feature with a dig at each side of its lqwest {southern)
end., There are also other draughting holes with in the Langdales.

I hope this helps. Please let me know if you require any clarification. If
you go to confirm the abowve please note that both the drop down 2m upper
entrance & squeeze through the lower floor level entrance are on the eastern
side of the fallen block & 2o not visible from the traversing track to 2916

Regards,

Andy

————— Original Message =—-=---
From: "Juan Corrin" <uzueka@acl.com>
To: <andy@pringle.fsworld.co.uk>

~—— Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2000 9:48 AM

Subject: Matienzo site 3167

Hi Andy

You went to site 2167 with Mark and Megan at the Langdales and they
eventually got inte a bit of cave. You dug with Sue and Mark on 4/4.
Can you remember where it is {map attached). I could (and will perhaps)
ask M&M but you should better "understand™ the maps. Any clue would be
appreciated.

Cheers

Juan

NE ONFURE N N RN
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Cow Pot Easter 2009 Su;ve_y Passage Descriptions @

Batch 2889 09 06 — Begins as a 6m high rift passage. 13 metres in is a junction. Left has been explored but unsurveyed for
10 metres and is still wide open with a very good draught. Right continues trending southwards to a very loose climb up
and over boulders. Help me Lloyd Passage. From here the roof lowers with the floor being covered in collapsed gypsum
and calcite from the roof and walls for 150 metres, Kendal Mint Cake Passage. The roof now lowers further into hands
and knees crawling, Fryers Passage. 60 metres of crawling and stooping past large gypsum crystal stalactites (good
photographer required here) leads to Room 10, The Learning Support Department, a small chamber with a good draught
coming from a tight rift.

Batch 2889 09 04 — From STN 25b a 7m high rift passage leads to a large chamber with large boulders on the floor. On
the left is a C3 to a draughting but tight and sharp crawl. To the right, the wayv on is via 2 parallel passages which connect
after 25 metres. A 7m x 3m wide pot in the floor is passed to a muddy run in where the way on closes down in a tight rift.

Batch 2889 09 03 — From STN 34b a bolted traverse (rope removed, bolts are in left hand wall) over a 40 metre pitch
(descended with 1 possible lead approx 30 metres down on a mud slope) leads to a mud and boulder run in and a choked
rift which is very draughty and drippy.

Batch 1930 09 03 — T4 Passage. Inlet which begins as stooping passage which soon degenerates into crawling in water.
The end is quite sharp and becomes too tight to progress.

Johnny Latimer
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From: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
To: Chris.Camm@datong.co.uk

Subject: Matienzo

[

Date: Wed, 29 Apr 2009 14.03

Hi Chris

Cow Pot I;ster 2009 Survey Passage Descriptions

Batch 2889 09 06 — Begins as a 6m high rift passage. 15 metres in is a junction. Left has been explored but unsurveyed for

10 metres and is still wide open with a very good draught. Right continues trending southwards to a very loose climb up

and over boulders, Help me Lloyd Passage. From here the roof lowers with the floor being covered in collapsed gypsum

and calcite from the roof and walls for 150 metres, Kendal Mint Cake Passage. The roof now lowers further into hands

| =5 and knees crawling, Fryers Passage. 60 metres of crawling and stooping past large gypsum crystal stalactites (good —
photographer required here) leads to Room 10, The Learning Support Department, a small chamber with a good draught

coming from a tight rift. —

Batch 2889 09 04 — From STN 25b a 7m high rift passage leads to a large chamber with large boulders on the tloor. On =
the left is a C3 to a draughting but tight and sharp crawl. To the right, the way on is via 2 parallel passages which connect
after 25 metres. A 7m x 3m wide pot in the floor is passed to a muddy run in where the way on closes down in a tight rift.

Batch 2889 09 03 — From STN 34b a bolted traverse (rope removed, bolts are in left hand wall) over a 40 metre pitch
(descended with 1 possible lead approx 30 metres down on a mud slope) leads to a mud and boulder run in and a choked
rift which is very draughty and drippy.

Batch 1930 09 03 — T4 Passage. Inlet which begins as stooping passage which soon degenerates into crawling in water.
P The end is quite sharp and becomes too tight to progress. s

Johnny Latimer —

- = Me dice Peter que tienes ortofotos de Matienzo v alrededores, ¢ podrias darme una referencia de ellas?, nimero de las ———
mismas, de fecha de wuelo, de guien las vende, y si son en colores . ;Sabes el precio de las mismas?, son para el

— —— ftrabajo que estoy preparando para publicar con el libro de Matienzo. ; Tienes alguna planimetria a la misma escala que
las ortofotos de Matienzo y alrededores?, ;donde las venden?. Scn para no estropear las fotos. También me haria

—_— —— para falta para cada ortofoto papel kodatraz (especial para poner encima de ellas ¥ que no se note su presencia) para ———
pintar sobre €l que, en Madrid, ignoro donde se vende y cual es su precio

Un abrazo

Juan Carlos




From: Peter Smith <smith_peter2004@yahoo.es>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Caves
Date: Tue, 12 May 2009 5:07
Attachments: N_vega_shaft_1.jpg (1087K), N_vega_shaft_2 jpg (1043K) -

~ Hi Juan,

At last a bit of caving news, with what I've been able to do this weekend. There's a small
~ It doesn't show up on the map, so it's new unless someone did it at Easter.

the floor about 15ft further down. At that point it was about 10 ft in diameter, but below 1t was splitinto two
by a small bridge.

The GPS coordinates are: 450001 4796104,

The other thing is that today I've finished digging out the crawl entrance to Ofiite. It makes a dry entrance,
which could be useful if anyone was to trapped by flooding - not that that would ever hapen in Manenzo

and no tackle is needed, so the through trip can be done just by rigging Risco entrap
straight through.

Re the quarry I've now also asked for an interview with the "director general de medio ~ But not
actually spoken to anyone! %
Cheers

From: Juan Carlos Fernandez Gutiérrez <jcarlosfdez@gmail.com>
To: Juan Corrin <uzueka@aol.com>
Subject: Re: EL POLJE DE MATIENZO.-
Date: Tue, 12 May 2009 21:54

Hola Juan:

Podrias decirme ¢ a que escala estan las ortofotos y si algun tamano coincide con la escala del mapa 1:25.000, para
pasar el mapa geologico de Matienzo con la mayor precision. ¢, Tienes tu este mapa a escala 1:25.000 restituido y de
confeccion moderna? incluye la zona Norte de Riafio?. Ya he revisado toda la fotogeologia de mi Tesis de Licenciatura —
~ para publicarla con el libro de Matienzo.

¢ En que fechas estareis en Matienzo este verano?.

————— Original Message -----

From: Juan Corrin

To: icarlosfdez@amail.com

Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2009 8:35 PM
Subject: Re: EL POLJE DE MATIENZO .-

Hola Juan Carlos

I have orthofotos and maps on my computer. You can choose which ones you want to use in the summer, We will be
in Matienzo in early July and hope to see you then

Regards

Juan

(



Batch 2889 09 01

Just back from the foot of Scafell Aven is a fixed rope re-
belaved on two Petzl Long Life hangers. The first pitch of
9m is free hanging, and leads to a rock platform where the
second pitch of 16m can be reached.

At the top of the pitch you are in a rift full of boulders which
vou climb the obvious way through to get to the top of the
aven. On your left side is a big walking passage, which leads
into an aven not far from surface. Straight on takes you
across a fixed rope traverse across the top of the aven,
Immediately on the left is an opening into an aven and pitch
with a voice connection below into the streamway. The
other side of the aven a walking sized passage can be seen
which has not been entered.

Straight on (south) is a traverse over a rift in the floor with a
blind passage below. A short climb up over boulders at the
end of the passage leads into a large chamber. At the back of
the chamber there is a large passage which would need a
ladder to get in to and has not been entered.

The way on is by the entrance to the chamber on the right
side through a small hole into a passage below. This passage
has a false floor of sandstone and is unstable. At the
entrance to the passage is a climb down into another passage
below, which mirrors the passage above. Travelling the
obvious way on you come to a 3-way junction with a gour
pool in the floor: lefi is unexplored, right is the way on,
leading to an aven. At the far end, there is a short climb up
into a crawl. On the other side of the aven there are two
unexplored ways on (another possible link close to surface).
A short way along the crawl there is rift in the floor, which
isa 5m (8m?) ladder climb down. Straight on continues and
has been surveyed for 50 metres to a cairn on the floor. Past
this point there are two ways on which are unexplored and
there is a good draught. This may provide another high level
system.

Batch 2889 09 02

At the bottom of the ladder climb, down the rift is walking
sized passage, which is very well decorated with dry gour
pools in the floor.

North mirrors the passage above heading back into a boulder
choke in the area of the last aven. South soon arrives at the
head of an 8m pitch. which drops down into a much bigger
north-south trending rift passage. North travels around 500
metres (Simon Latimer’s description required; leads to
batches 09_03 & 09_04. see below) and ends in a boulder
choke,

Heading south after a few metres there is a big passage on
the left (batch 09_06, see below). Straight on soon becomes
dry and sandy, at a sharp left hand corner there is a 10m
deep hole with a good draught. The obvious way on is much
smaller stooping and walking - but mostly walking. The
passage changes to breakdown and gypsum. Afier about
50m there are some very impressive formations which are
believed to be giant gypsum crystals.

The passage continues south for about 300m, passing
several smaller passages on left and right which all seem to
draught well.

Batch 2889_09_07

A boulder blockage impedes the way on; the route on is
under the blockage into a high chamber with no obvious

wayv on. On the far right of the chamber, a rift is hidden

[;e;éﬁi)ﬁo; from Scafell Aven [E;s;e; 2_009) N

(D)
under a large boulder. The passage changes at this point it
becomes damp muddy and a noticeable change has
occurred. There are numerous side passages, which draft
strongly from both sides of the main drag. It is apparent
there is something much bigger under foot, due to holes in
the floor. This section of passage ends at a pitch down of
about 4m. which needs a bolt and a ladder. The passage
continues at the same level beyond the pitch.

At the bottom of the pitch there is a very large, unexplored
passage off to the left. The way is to the right (south) being
through boulders into a roomy passage that soon arrives at a
3-way junction.

Right (north) is unexplored but very big. Left soon arrives at
arift chamber with a boulder choke on the right. There are
two ways on which arrive at the same place: one through the
boulder choke and one following the left wall through a
hands and knees crawl.

The passage becomes much bigger where they meet with a
sandy floor and gypsum. There are several passages, which
form a bit of a maze, but all the passages seem to meet in the
same place. After a climb up there is a hole in the floor on
the left with a big passage below, which needs a ladder.

To the right is a climb up into a large passage. After a few
metres there is an opening on the left wall, under a dodgy
slab. A climb down drops into a roomy passage with a dry
sandy floor. This passage continues to a large block which
could be climbed over, and the passage can be seen to
continue. There are a few high level passages in the roof
which are unexplored. This is the present level of
exploration.

Batch 2889 003

From station 34b a bolted traverse (rope removed, bolts are
in left hand wall) over a 40 metre pitch (descended with 1
possible lead approx 30 metres down on a mud slope) leads
to a mud and boulder run in and a choked rift which is very
draughty and drippy.

Batch 2889_09_04

From STN 25b a 7m high rift passage leads to a large
chamber with large boulders on the floor. On the left is a C3
to a draughting but tight and sharp crawl. To the right, the
way on is via 2 parallel passages which connect after 25
metres. A 7m x 3m wide pot in the floor is passed to a
muddy run in where the way on closes down in a tight rift.
Batch 2889_09 06

Begins as a 6m high rift passage. 15 metres in is a junction.
Left has been explored but unsurveyed for 10 metres and is
still wide open with a very good draught. Right continues
trending southwards to a very loose climb up and over
boulders, Help me Lloyd Passage. From here the roof lowers
with the floor being covered in collapsed gypsum and calcite
from the roof and walls for 150 metres, Kendal Mint Cake
Passage. The roof now lowers further into hands and knees
crawling. Fryers Passage. Sixty metres of crawling and
stooping past large gypsum crystal stalactites (good
photographer required here) leads to Room 10, The Learning
Support Department. a small chamber with a good draught
coming from a tight rift.

Dan Hibberts + Johnny & Simon Latimer combined
(N batch 09_02 description missing)






From: Juan Carlos Fernandez Gutiérrez <jcarlosfdez@gmail.com> @
To: uzueka@aol.com
CC: Peter Smith <smith_peter2004@yahoo.es>
Subject: Re: EL POLJE DE MATIENZO
Date: Wed, 13 May 2009 19.23

Juan

© Me refiero a mapas topograficos a escala 1:25.000, el mapa geologico actualizado es el que voy a publicar yo, con una
revision profunda y actualizada de la red de fracturaciéon, muy importante para el Karst, sacada con dos estere6copos
de precisidn. Es un abstracto de mi tesis de Licenciatura que aln no esta publicada y saldra a la luz con este motivo.

De estas ortofotos cuando vayas a Matienzo, ¢ podrias llevarme en papel de foto dos copias de cada uno, lo que cueste
te lo pagaré yo alli. Hay que intentar que cada ortofoto sea lo mas préxima 1:25.000 que utilizaremos como plano base.
El usar ortofotos es para volcar a estas la geologia que tengo en otras fotos aéreas, para a su vez pasar al mapa
topogréfico y cometer el menor error posible. El problema es que en Matienzo no tenemos impresoras grandes, pero ya
veremos como lo solucionamos viajando a Santander, cuando estaba en activo (hoy estoy jubilado) tenia un ploter 4
tintas de papel en contintio 3A0 y una mesa digitalizadora 3A0, pero eso es ya historia.

Me hace falta dos planos topograficos que cubran no solo la hoja 59 (Villacarriedo)(2 ejemplares) y la mitad sur de la
hoja 35 (Santander)(2 ejemplares) a escala 1:25.000, sobre los que volcaremos toda la informacion geologica y
tectonica, que es mucha. Podemos usar las hojas topograficas del plano nacicnal digitalizandolas ¢, no te parece?; estos
planos los compraré yo en Madrid.

Los DVD (8tiffs) me los puedes mandar 2 Madrid o bien llevarlos a Matienzo cuando vayas.

También nos harian falta que a escala 1:25.000 figurasen (bien situadas) todas las cuevas grandes, que creo que esto
ya lo tienes 4 no es asi?

Haran falta cross section (cortes o secciones ), con cotas scbre el nivel del mar para proceder a sacar los niveles de
| carstificacion de Matienzo por zonas. Esto podrias tu irlo preparando ya. En la publicacion figuraria que de esta parte
eres tu el autor.

Le envio copia de este escrito a Peter, lo que no creo que te parezca mal.

Por todo gracias. VVamos a ver si sacamos un buen trabajo entre todos
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