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15" July 2008

Jenny and Juan into Cow Pot
2889 with instructions from
Pete to stick the stal back
together and put a sign up
indicating the preferred route
through to the main part of
the cave.

Started off by parking lower
down at the junction, as we
didn’t want to ruin a hay crop
by parking on the field.

When we reached the stal it
fell apart at the joints. It really
needs alcohol to wipe the
joints dry and proper araldite
or similar to stick the bits
together. We brought out the
spray glue tin.

Then spent an hour or so taking photos in the upper end. When we returned we took the back route
to the traverse over the “12m pitch to the lower level” with the intention of carrying on over the top
and coming back out. However, there
was no way that Jenny or | would be
doing that traverse without some sort
of protection. We decided that the
original Penguin Passage route in to
the far high levels past the still broken
stal was much preferable, so we didn’t
tape off the route or put the sign up!
However, we did get some nice
photos, so not a complete failure.
There was a noticeable draught
blowing out the cave. Also the complex
just before entering the western high
level needs a good look at ~ there
seems to be passage at higher level,

A Ve EE—




926

From: Chris Camm <Chris.Camm@datong.co. uk>
To: uzueka@aol.com

Date: Tue, 15 Jul 2008 18:50

Hi Juan,

I have been leoking arocund the ares of 1815,

Site 926 info needs updating as it is pre GPS etc.
From a combination of looking at the entrance photo I toock some time ago
and studying Sigpac the data is:-

30T 447849 4797515 alt 325m{Possibly a few m less than this) as the 325m
contour goes round the depression it is in.

The entrance is above the fence and to the sg of the cabana rather than

the SW position currently shown.
The wide V in the fence shows up well on the photo and Sigpac. May allow

us to move the location with confidence,
The track in the shot is more recent than the Sigpac data.

10 days and counting....

Chris
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June 08 Pete Smith
149 = 0452010 4796946 ¥
859 = 0451624 4796909 v

5407 = 0452158 4796590 7

262: photo of 541 entrance on web site is in fact 262 entrance

541 was not located

w1 Cacks, s‘v—r\r&f)-u‘i ¢ fl‘ﬁs

~ entrance
g™ a

/__Li‘__g.—/ Sediment with bones

and other remains
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Site 247 Cueva de los Caracoles

Length 20m
El Naso VN52379662 Altitude 170m

Sketch survey with compass bearings, June 2008 Drawn by PS
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Monday 21 July 2008
T T Y .  (Sce previous map for the positions) Pete and Juan went to visit the
' 70 year-old German woman (Lea) from Hornedo who has been
corresponding with Andy Quin about holes in the area. Met up at
her house in San Antonio (no. 10) and were invited in to inspect the
back garden,

Drove up the hill to the right at the sondeo notice where Harry and
Co. were looking at the largest set of depressions down to the left.
Carried on to Barrio Juan Pedroso and parked outside the farm. First
stop was site 3005, a draughting hole in the grassy field opposite
the farm which has been partly filled in. (30T 0446612 4801442).
Then down into the eucalyptus jungle where Lea with machete
failed to find the holes she’d seen in the winter. So off she went
back to San Antonio to try and bring back a man who would know —
but he was taking his sister with a bad heart to hospital.

Meanwhile Pete and I tried to explore a deep depression to the
northeast of the farm but got beaten back by the jungle. (Harry’s
team had been there earlier in the day).
On

Leah’s

return, !
we re-
entered
the jungle down to the north and this time
appeared to find the lost holes and more:
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3006 30T 0446776,4801581 A 2m climb

down into a cross rift and a further 4m drop

through a narrow rift to where the joint
becomes too tight.

3007 30T 0446759,4801608 “Fox hole”. A

2m drop down onto a block with a further
undescended 3m drop which is apparently

choked.
3008 30T 0446728,4801578 An open

entrance at the top of a depression in the
woods. Fifteen metres of stooping passage

heading SSW turns left and then right

increasing to walking height+ with a tall :
narrow rift in the roof. Beyond blocks on the floor, the passage is partly blo

cave

end, the cave chokes at a run-in. Total length about 45m.

We then said "Auf weidersehn” to Lea.

3009 30T 0446843,4801366 A draughting resurgence right next to the road with a concrete water tank at
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the entrance. The passage is small but can be pushed. The sink down below has not been looked for.

On the way back we turned up at Santa Juliana, talked to locals at the church then drove to the end of the
road at Barrio del Corral. Walking down to the east a stream is seen sinking against the hillside in a cave

with various rifts. (site 3010 30T 0449718,4801770).

The water sinks in the floor and the rifts are too small underground. However, the jungle above needs a
proper inspection - there is at least one rift that hasn’t been investigated. Following the water upstream

leads to a valley which was not followed up to a conclusion. (Map over)
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Discover gin's colourful history and over 200 years
of distilling at Black Friars Distillery - the working
home of Plymouth Gin since 1793.

Take a guided tour and learn
about the art of making the
world famous Gin.

Group evening tours by
appointment.

Tours:
Manday - Saturday
Sunday

10.30 - 4.30
11.30-3.30
Admission :
Adules (18+)

Groups (10+)

£6.00
£5.00
Evening tours are available by request
Children must be accompanied by

an adult,

Shop:
Monday - Saturday
Sunday

09.00 - 5.30
11.00 - 5.00

Infarmation correct al lime of g

|

I all this makes you thirsty,
refax in the architectural
splender of The Refectory
bar - the ultimate place to
enjoy a cocktail and where
the Pilgrim Fathers are said
to have spent their last night
before setting sail in the '
Mayflower to the new world.

Enjoy the finest west country
produce at the Barbican
Kitchen Brasserie - the
exciting dining experience
from the Tanner brothers
serving lunch and dinner,

Call 01752 604448 for reservations.

n

Friars Distillery

60 Southside Street, Plymouth
PLI 2LQ
T:01752 665292

E: rose@plymauthgin.com
W www.plymouthgin.com

DRINKAWARE.COUK
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WP388 Site 2995 acc 5m alt 253m 0447540 4797341

3] 08 Entrances below road in mass of thorn bushes withtree.
Facing uphill theré ossible caweﬂm:o b) may just be large boulder covering rift.
Site 2995 (photo a) is a rif fance which goes to t junction after a couple of m.
Left rises and is ajmoﬁﬁertainty goingto the other feature.
Right ca ollowed down over boulders narrowing rift where we were stopped.
inner person would get further. The site drau well.Depth approx 6m.
27 July 08.
Pete Clewes beyond point reached previousley. Rift narrows in even more to only approx 10cm
wide.
Draught not felt at end here,but passage at this point approx 2m high.Can be seen to drop a further
4m very narrow.
Back towards entrance there are small holes under boulders in rift.

WP390 Torca de Michelin Site 3021 acc 6m alt 118m 0446307 4798576

27 July 08 Entrance is a dig in tyres against bedrock. In depression with trees.

Photos taken CC a,b,c,g and h rest P Clewes. Good Draught out return planned with shovel.

a)John Southworth at entrance as we arrived.b)Pete Clewes and John having a quick look see.

c) View from road across site 3022 in foreground, shake with dead tree has no hole visible.

Shake behind that with trees is Torca de Michelin.

28th July 08. Team as above plus Harry Brisland.

Tyres and mud removed. A short dig just had one rock stopping access. Once this was out Pete and
John were able to get down. Digging in the floor took us to a depth of approx 6m but the main
draught was from the uphill side (closest to 3022). To get along here will probably require a couple
of days work.More tyres are visible in the fill here. A little bit of work was done here with the spoil
being put back down the bottom of the shaft (which had no draught). Entrance recovered with tyres.
Note milking herd in this field so needs to be left stockproof.

d)John describing the way on? e)John digging f)Chris,John and Harry with spoil, eg tyres.

g)Almost in. h)Hole prior to removal of last rock barring entry. i)Hole ready to descend.

j)Bottom of hole k)bottom of hole I)way to right m)bottom of hole n)bottom of hole

o)bottom of hole p)bottom of hole q)boulder removal bottom of hole

riway to right sjabove bottom of hole t)bottom of hole now back filled

u}Way to right before final dig v)way to right.

WP391 Site 3022 acc 5m alt 150m 0446383 4798509

27 JUly 08 Hole in shake below road.Filled with farmers bags no draught.
Photo taken CC.Pete C at ent.

For distance shot see 3021 <)

WP392 Site 3023 acc 4m alt 229m 0447468 4797890
27 July 08 Small draughting dig over debris put in by farmer?.
Phato taken CC.Would realy need permission to dig this.
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2" August - lan and Andy P

3" August - lan, Andy P and Juan

Turn left at the first junction after the bridge to Torca La Vaca. Partial investigation of the deep

closed depressions to the east of Torca La Vaca.

1. Site 3047 Goats: A slight draught emerges from between blocks over a wide area. Thereisa
small blind cave at the top of the mess. 30T 0448907,4801051

2. n/a

3. Site 3048 Blackberry: Cliff face with a strong draught emerging from between boulders.
Some of these were removed on day 2 and the site needs capping. 30T 0445032,4800984

4. Site 3049 Ferns: A sink with a 1.5m climb down to a sloping passage which continues for 7m
but is too tight to enter.

5. Site 3050 Holly: 10m up from Ferns. A 2m climb down into a blind pit. An undercut in the
limestone wall is filled with mud and could be dug.

6. Site 3051 Moss: 12m above Holly. A 2m climb down to an excavated body-sized slot which
Andy cleared and Juan dropped through. Sloping floor ends immediately at a tiny rift choked
with mud and rubble. There was no apparent draught on day 2. 30T 0448934,4800539

Checked out the position of Cueva Verde — the resurgence near La Cavada with “14km” of passage
behind it. Met up with PP and Hilary for drinks at the Hanging Bar.
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03 Aug 08 Site 2834 Pallet Pot
John S and Pete C.

Pete got into passage mentioned above which was blind. No draught noted today. No other leads went anywhere,

Not likely to return, way on would seem to be down in the floor which is blocked by massive collapse. 3 photos here
by Pete Clewes.

WP 373 (Site 2981) 6m acc alt 219m 0446200 4799683.Dig.
03 Aug 08

Tony B, John S, Pete C, Tiny(Steve Calvert), Chris C. ;
Hole enlarged till Tony , Chris and Pete could getin. Strong draught but way on too narrow.
Floor could dig out but would need to be started back close to entrance. Once inside you are in a rift feature the

western end has a large number of bottles an rubbish which has entered from a now obscured surface depression?
The Eastern end is where the draught emerges see photos g&h. '

Entrance now walled up and covered with wood from pallet. Photos d-f&i-k taken Tony B.g&h Pete Clewes.

WP385 Site 2992 acc 6m alt 435m 0447846 4795605
02 Aug 08

Pete Clewes, John S, Chris C. Opened up to point where one large block bars way in.
03 Aug 08 Pete Clewes, Tony Brocklebank.

Boulder removed descended to approx 3m depth length approx 4m. Way on down too small see h). slight draught.
Photos b-e Tony Brocklebank. Photos f-h Pete Clewes. b) offending boulder.c)Pete in squeeze.d) Does it go? e) It is

tight! f) Western end. g)to North West.h)Eastern end with unidentified skull. :

21t at endhere, b(t passage at this péint approx 2 hig
Back towards entrance thete are small holesunder boulders in rift.

WP396 Site 3027 acc 10m alt 79m 0445853 4802056
Would be better taken off map.

30 July 08 2 entrances on east side of large depression. Both are on side of shake opposite the barn,first is choked
after 2m with no draught.The other has been used by an animal. Photos a-d Pete Clewes. Lower entrance photo b,

no draught. Other draughts well, photo a. c&d)Depression containing entrances, to right of barn as seen from close
to road. Passage leading off has boulder and mud floor would need digging to progress further,

WP397 Site 3028 acc 11m alt 128m 0445556 4798383
roughly corrected for bottom of shake.

31 July 08 Collapse feature in bottom of shake. Slight draught.Photo John S.

(GPS location on ledge at Western side of shake). Altidude

WP397 Site 3030 acc 11m alt 134m 0445556 4798383 Tl

31 July 08 This and site 3031 are on a ledge above the battom of the shakehole containing 3029 and 3028. Photo
taken John S. Slight draught.

WP397 Site 3031 acc 11m alt 134m 0445556 4798383

31 July 08 This and site 3030 are on a ledge above the bottom of the shakehole containing 3029 and 3028.
Photo taken John S. Slight draught.

WP398 Site 3032 acc 6m alt 135m 0445563 4798322

31 July 08 Photo by lohn S of Pete Clewes in entrance.Entrance dro
a good prospect.

ps in under large boulder. Slight draught only, not
WP400 Site 3041 acc 12m alt 105m 0446045 4801177

1 Aug 08 Into wood on track, shakehole on left. Tight entrance under boulder, leads almost vertically down to a
choked streamway. Hole descended for 10.8m to a point approx 1.5m off bottom?

Would need boulders breaking to progress. Photos a-e by John S.a) Looking up the track towards the road(the shake
is on the right in this shot). b) Path cut to shake., ¢) Entrance. d&e) Pete Clewes in entrance. Underground photos f-k
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Pete Clewes. f)squeeze. g) Undercut calcite floor.h)looking down. i) same level as h.j) Righthand side was excavated
and descended. k) Boulders hlocking progress at limit. Reasonable draught from choke at bottom.

WP401 Site 3042 acc 8m alt 101m 0445938 4801063.

1 Aug 08 Into wood on track, shakehole on left. Photos John Southworth. a) View down track from road Pete Clewes
pointing to shake. b&c) Entrance.

Small choked rift no draught.

WP402 Site 3043 acc 8m alt 118m 0445937 4801100

1 Aug 08 Into wood on track,down to T junction turn left, depression on left. Track goes round 2 sides of this large
feature. Short path cut to 4m climb down gully. There is a very narrow slot approx 10cm wide in the bottom of the
depression. Elsewhere in the bottom is a body length crawl to small hole in boulders where stones will fall 3m? Slight
draught. Photos rigging the gully before we found out how shallow it was photos a-¢c Pete Clewes.

Entrance shots d-f John Southworth.

Site 3044 alt 435m 0447826 4795605 02 Aug 08

Entrance situated approx 20m to the West of 2992 at base of same scar. In a corner with large slipped block above,
Entrance now recovered with 3 boulders.

Pete Clewes, John §, Chris C. Dug through boulders to allow Pete to drop 2m into passage approx 6m long.

North side is all boulders with daylight entering part way along the eastern side. Floor of stalagmited boulders.
Photos Pete clewes. a)Small hole down at eastern end.b) Same hole. ¢} floor. d) Western end.e) Entrance during
excavation. Little or no draught.

Site 3045 alt ?m 0445998 4801995 from SigPac
2 Aug 08 In same depression as 3046 this is the lower of the 2 caves. Length approx 1.5m to small drop no draught.
Photo John Southworth.

Site 3046 alt ?m 0445960 4801959 location from SigPac
2 Aug 08 In same depression as 3045 this is the higher of the 2 caves. Length approx 1.5m, no draught. Photo John
Southworth.
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New Sites Summer08.txt
450519 4797241 398m

2@ Drafting hole in bottom of shakehole, needs enlarging

IMG_4132 + IMG_4133

TN, 450571 4797261 410m
¥ 5% ) Hole in shakehole. No draught

C’C/’ IMG_4136

450698 4797298 443m
Long entrance slot with open hole visible below prickly undergrowth. Passitiy site 0876 or new?

IMG_4137
D05% 451665 4797737 191m
J Possible dig at base of undercut limestone face next to path
451638 4797600 176m g sib2

Obvious dig next to path, appears to have been dug by someone/something _27 70
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4 August 08 Pringle, Mandy, Mike, Phil,
Hilary — Hoznayd Area :

Parked near “blackberry hole with aim of capping
our slot - instead we used Mandy, who easily slid
down hole to tell us there were more boulders
and the draught was coming our between them.
A good dig site but needing heavy engineering to
pull boulders out — but draught shows it must be
an .excellent prospect, needing probably one or
‘two days digging by a small team.

Looked in holes below farm to south of blackberry hole but
undergrowth defeated us! Holes next to lane on way to hole
below, were looked at but most seemed to have been used
to dump farm slurry into - One small cave was opened up
and dug Mandy size, for 1m to rift 3m x 1m - 3m long with
small continuation above but too small, also small hole in

floor. Slight draught out. Pic with Mandy.
Gps 120m-0448696/4800701 g o g S
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/f"'“\ to ridge near line of electric poles that go to barn just to South of Ridge,

6 August 08 Phil and Hilary - Torca Hombre area (if it exists!) Parked
up at last house above Hoznayo just to north of ridge near 2307. Walked

\ and then down into wood — a few small holes seen on line of

 limestone/sandestone outcrop, but no 50m wide pit! We need better
description of location. One cave found at Gps 384m 0448232/4799572 —
in small depression at end of a line of similar depressions running NW/SE
on down hill side is a small rift some 5m to drop of up to about 10— good
draught out (summer) but given height this is not that good a sign, but
air was quite cold indicating a longish residence time underground.

L\

Dear Peter, dear Juan,
as foreseeable | had the posibility to enter in another cave named Covarén in Navajeda. Navajeda is a
"barrio" of Entrambasaguas. The Covaron-cave lies just on the other side of the same hill from which the
Aguanaz springs out. A small stream named Borga, an affluent of the Aguanaz, comes out of the cave and a
lot of cold air. | went into the huge cave some meters but had to stop when it bent to the left leaving me
without sight. The cave was formerly used as a place where the people stored milk and butter before having
fridges. | did not see any signs of sand washed out and deposited on either sides like the Aguanaz has.
Therefore | suppose that the Borga did not have high water levels after local rainfall like the Aguanaz.

| do not know if the the cave is allready known and investigated but | would like to show it to you at any time.

Please contact me.

Saludos ¢

Lea \ O’\L %‘

Hi Juan,

The cave looks like the Famous Five cave, | think the actual name of the stream/cave is Bocarén.

Pete
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Andy P and Juan to Terry’s “There is little prospect
of extension” hole - Orchard Cave (site 618),
the possible top sink for Torca La Vaca on the
other side of the hill, 1.5km away. Good
draughts throughout the cave and lots of wildlife
in the pools. Had a few minutes of digging just
where the water sinks away at the tight
squeeze, then Juan found a contortion under a
large boulder to a short crawl and a boulder
blocking the way. We can see through the
draughting hole into a more open bouldery ﬁ:
- prospect. Removing the nose of the boulder
blockage will probab[y be safest with a snapper as the offending rock may be supporting the
large block crawled under, It's a bit low for hammer and chisel,

FY (AOUTY UUMSN UL

b a3 ST SO0 B R

All in all,
“Excellent
prospects for
extension”. We
only looked at
one small area
and didn't
investigate the
sandiness beyond
the squeeze.

T 13
ORCHARD CAVE 618

——— e

—— i,
Length 179m Depth 13m
scale in metres
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07 Aug 08 John S and Tony B. Search in a different area for the elusive 936. Found in extremely thick jungle.
None of these sites had any detectable draught.

Wp 407 acc 14m 0450603 4801812

Wp 405 acc 14m alt 146m 0450630 4801812

Wp 404 acc 14m alt 147m 0450632 4801812

Wp 404&5 are the first cave found going down LHS of valley.

Call it 0450631 4801812 — ('} 6

Photo a) 1st entrance. 9 entrances or features photographed.Note there are others that were not recorded.
WP407 is photo f) Lower down the valley was a cave entrance and a choked shaft in bottom of valley.

These are probably only 8-10m below last cave photographed. Above the last cave photographed was a shaft,
too tight to get down but could see into larger passage below. This area is no good for GPS at all, so both a surface
and underground survey would be benefical. All the above sites with the exception of a) will be given numbers
following a detailed survey.

Site 1815 5 Aug 08 Pete C, Tiny, Chris c and lohn S.

Visit to try and find sources of draught. The tiny draughting hole mentioned on the survey was not identified on thi
visit. A draught was found at the top of the greasy calcite slope beyond the above marked hole. The strongest
draught was found to be coming from the area of the small passage marked on survey. This passage was forced by
pete:- At the start this is about 50cm wide by 80cm high for about 3.5 m dipping down steeply.Clean washed.

At the end of the 3.5m a boulder in the floor has to be crossed. Going to the right here you can step intc a parallel
rift.The main draught comes from here we think. This is about 25 cm wide and runs for several m in both directions
before closing down. You can see up several m here, you may be able to get to this higher level by climbing up back
in the main passage. Back at the boulder the small passage continues for approx 2 to 3m before closing down to less
than 20cm wide. Would need serious work to progress here(The less than 20cm rift).

Photos taken Pete Clewes. Chris in entrance passage, rest of shots in rifts that lead back towards road.

None in passages described above! Next time...

WP381 Site 2988 Dos Perros acc 7m alt 199 0446896 4799229

4 Aug 08 Tiny, John S and Chris C. Set up blue tub filled with rock attached with a long strop to try and drop top
boulder. The failure of the first attempt with the tub ending up jammed at 45 deg over the pitch head had John S
back in to sort things out. The next attempt worked in so far as the tub went down the hole but is now suspended off
one of the dodgy boulders.See k. Retired to Matienzo to discuss tactics.

5 Aug 08 Pete and John. John in to try to get round big boulder at pitch head. Pete followed and not seeing John
stepped down onto dodgy? rock. Traversed over other boulders to far wall and found a climb down to floor below.
This allowed Pete to see underneath and confirm the boulders that had given concern were not too bad after all.
Looking around at the foor, the main way on was below a wedge shaped boulder.This drops down about 2mto a
streamway running on sandstone? Looking down water flowing to the right, followed streamway2-3m (as upstream
chokes)to T junction.At T junction water goes right and low for 3m approx to sump. Needs rechecking during survey.
Photos k-t Pete Clewes. |,m looking up pitch. n) bottom of climb.o)way down.p&q)looking upstream, the passage
reduces in size.. r)locking downstream towards T junction.s)upstream(left) at T junction too narrow to enter.
t)looking downstream beyond the boulders is a probable sump.

WP393 Site 3024 acc 9m alt 123m 0445573 4798458 best to position this on pdf with 5m contours
it is the middle of the west side of the depression marked in blue.
28 July 08 Multiple entrances. Photos 3024A,3,b,c 3024B,3a,b,c CCa. Rest PCl

WP395 Site 3026 acc 6m alt 158m 0451088 4801555

30 July 08 Entrance below cabana in field, at top of a shallow gully feature.

Entrance closes to dig over fill with strong draught. Photos a-d taken PCl. a)Chris Camm in entrance gully. b)Looking
down field from gully.c&d) Entrance.

4 Aug 08 Pete Clewes, Tony B, Jason and Will. Dug at 2 points in entrance, one of which broke through under
sandstone bed, into a reasonable chamber. The draught was coming out of floor at several points. Photos taken by
Tony B and Pete C e-aa.

6 Aug 08 Pete Clewes, Chris Camm, Phil Jason and Will. With surface support from several others.
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Attacked likely looking draughting slot in floor. After digging through a shale bed we decided to take out a large
boulder we had been avoiding. This allowed a view down of 2-3 m through a small gap in boulders. Whilst trying to
remove some of these an overzealous prod resulted in a bit of a collapse. The hole is now calming down overnight.
Photos taken PC ab,ac&ad) Will working on shale bed.ae&af)the hole down and the boulder for removal.

ag)lason pointing to way on?ah,ai&aj)taken by holding camera through small hole under now removed boulder.
ak) the slightly larger hole following application of crowbar. This area draughts out strongly.

WP397 Site 3029 acc 11m alt 130m 0445556 4798383 GPS location on ledge above this entrance.

Altitude is roughly corrected for height below ledge.

31 July 08 Photo taken JS of Pete Clewes digging boulders out. We entered a short cave with a good draught.3.5m
crawl into 8x6m chamber,

WP393 Site 3033 acc 9m alt 123m 0445573 4798458 best to position this on pdf with 5m contours
it is the middle of the west side of the depression marked in blue. 28 July 08 A short way above the entrance is
another hole through which light enters the chamber reached inside this cave. 3033,a,b,c CCa. Rest PCl
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From: Chris Camm <Chris.Camm@datong.co:uk>
To: uzueka@aol.com

Date: Mon, 11 Aug 2008 15:13

Juan, i
Hope things are going well. L
Whilst over at Cueva de Corporales area on the 8th Au
description and location). However after seeing the ph
unrecorded. Nothing too exciting though!

Location 0446103, 4800031 from SigPac,

The site is a dig a few metres below the farm track and clearly visible from the track. (SITE 3061)
It is next to a single tree and is covered by a small concrete slab svith 2 rebar handles, together with a large rock.

Under these a rubbish littered slope descends a couple of metres. Thinking this had already been recorded and in
sight of the farm we moved on.

Should have the last info to you in a day or two.
Any chance of you asking about a wire for boulder hauling?

It’s one of the things that we didn’t get done and would be useful in Oct.
Cheers

Chris

g wWe came across a site we thought was 2069(golng by the
oto of 2069 it is definitely something new, or at least

Site 3057 30T0446005 4800112 alt 251.15m location from P Clewes PDA GPS

8 Aug 08 Collapse seen on opposite hillside from entrance to site 2836.
Dig depth 2m length 3m needs rock removal to get an.
Photos Chris Camm.Pete Clewes in entrance.

Site 3058 30T0446093 4800045 alt 250.1m location Pete, clewes PDA GPS
8 Aug 08 Dig. A tight slot that would need enlarging.

Found by Pete clewes about 10m away to the right of the entrance to Cueva de Corporales site 2086
Photo Chris Camm, Tony Brocklebank at entrance.
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2889 Torca del Vaca 18" August Mike Topsom, Mark Smith and David Foxton @
Objective for the trip was to find a bypass to the boulder choke, at the end of the known cave, and continue
towards the supposed sinks into the big blank space under the hill.

Swift progress was made past the duck. Just where you leave the stream into the high level continuation at station 08_25.0 - Mark
& I explored the watery cross rifts below, these ended at a squeeze through into a muddy crawl- this ended 5m further, at an
immature, too tight mud coated rift (0.20x0.5m). Just 10m back from the end, we saw another climb out of the water- this was a
rift passage connecting to the higher level. Summary: small loop not interesting, with the only result Mark breaking a rib in the
tight bit.

Further quick progress, thanks to Mike's able route finding, through the high level continuation saw us at the *“Mancunian
Candidate”...in the rush to the boulder choke at the end this had not been explored by the original team. However Mike and
Mandy previously pushed a complexed area of several cross-jointed rifts stopping at an out of depth swimming section with a tiny
cascade. Mike wearing “dry” gear nicely pointed us in the direction of the lovely water and then Mark & I clad in wet suits gladly
immersed ourselves in,

At each cross rift, we expected to be met by a sump or a narrowing rift but each corner proved more inviting with no end in sight.
We shouted to Mike the swimming continued and so did the passage “Bathtime”. We discussed surveying in but decided that we
would favour high octane grabbing and then survey out. The big kids rushed off up the rift passage at break neck speed.

After seemingly not too long (250-300m? Smith too confirm) the passage character changed, to low stooping/crawling {3m wide x
1m high) in friable rock, "Ankle Breaker Passage” (similar to Aguanaz), with only a small amount of flow. This continued, finally
relief arrived at a mini chamber, “Snack time”, where we could climb up 2m out of the water to tuck into the delights of soggy,
wet, white chocolate croissants- seemingly a taste we have not acquired. The upstream passage continued, through a little hole
(Spare Rib), on LHS, back into the stream. After a further 40-50m the passage started to become taller and then once again
smaller, was this going to end as with Aguanaz???? Further wriggling in the stream I could see the roof change into boulder run in,
our excitement mounted, hoping to break into “proper” limestone. Some careful climbing up (5m) through the boulders I arrived at
a squeeze, beyond I could see black space....this spurred me on, squeezing through and impatiently wait for Mark. Several minutes
and protestations later Mark was at my side, having negotiated “The Rib tickler”.

He soon forgot the pain, as we were now in a chamber 10m wide and above all the boulders in nice proper limestone!!! The way
out of the chamber was by climbing up into a short rift, which popped out in a railway tunnel, "It only hurts when I laugh”,
continuing both to the right (north) and to the left (south), we left the north and headed south into the hill. Now we were very
excited! Proper caving romping down (8 x 8m) passage but soon this changed into a big rift (2.5 x 9m), "Don’t make me laugh”,
where we needed to traverse about 5m above the floor. The exploration fever helped overcome my fear and we were soon across
into the continuation a boulder floored tunnel for more easy romping over boulders. It was dawning on us that we had done quite
a lot of grabbing and would need to survey a lot. We were now in a boulder chamber 25m in diameter with several promising
holes in the floor and large car size hanging boulders above. This seemed a good point to beat a retreat- “Shoulder of Mutton”
chamber. Then the work started in earnest but the legs were long and all was well with life, Mark found a different bigger route
through “The rib tickler” to the stream and we were well chuffed.

Many survey legs later, we were once again in another particular sharp narrow rift section, “Arse Biter”, which we did not
recognise and severe doubts had surfaced, concerning our location relative to the exit. Further along we were swimming in a rift
("Mard arse”), which we definitely did not come through. Oh dear we are lost! (Or words to that effect were uttered) we then
contemplated our options and how stupid we are....deciding that it was probably a good idea to eat a half our emergency rations,
as this was an emergency, and then find our way out quick smart.....we returned to the “rib tickler” boulder climb. Promptly
discovering that we are really, really stupid, (having turned left not right) and surveyed further upstream into the hill instead of
back to beer and glory! Bugger!

We made our weary way back to the start of the new stuff, praying that we could find the correct place to climb out from
“bathtime”, As we passed the tiny cascade at the and of “bathtime”, I saw Mike's light and was very please to see him, We
asked the time and found we had been gone quite some time about 7 hours and he waited! Thanks to Mike’s route finding we
exited the cave in a wave of euphoria and relief in time for beer and food- what a guy.

D fovton
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22" August
2964

Martin Barnicott

30T
0455365
4794667

(European 1979)

Went to verify position of
shaft spotted with Bob
Toogood during Easter
visit.

Bolted and descended
shaft. Continues downward
in a tight rift. Possible to
pass with the removal of 3

19m shaft. 1

Martin Barnicott
Terry Whittaker
Lloyd Cawthorne

30T
0455365
4794667

(European 1978)

24" August

Martin Barnicott
Terry Whittaker
Lioyd Cawthorne

2864

30T
0455365
4794667

[European 1979)

few rocks.
23™ August Returned to shaft.
Removed obstacle and
2964

reached pitch of about 5m
in rift. Down-climbed to
clean water washed floor.
Continued to head of
further pitch of about 8m.
Way on clearly open.
Stopped due to shortage of
rope. Rift opening up.
Further pitch visible bottom
not seen but could be
about 35m deep. Good
echo

Returned to same shaft,
Descended pitch, turned
out to be about 24 metres.
Further pitch of 4 metres
followed by a small ascent
and a squeeze down of 3
metres to a meander that
stopped at a further pitch
head, too tight. Increases
in size beyond the
constriction. Draught
evident, Terry took survey
notes.
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25" August

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

2414

26" August

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

3056

Spent the day digging and
removing the cobbles in the
two leads found at Easter.
Succeeded in getting about
a body length of progress
in each. They will meet up
with each other after a few
metres more. Both are too
tight for further progress
without a little enlargement.
Draughting inward. Water
can be heard when pulsed
dropping down further.

Revisited the site that we
first descended at Easter
2007 but did not record
(and refound by PP). Climb
down about 10m into a
chamber and pass through
boulder floor into chamber
below. This had been
previously excavated.
Further obstructions were
passed continuing down
until unstable boulders
prevented further progress.
A tight slot in the second
chamber was also passed
into another small room
with decorations
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27" August

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

Tarno 2366

28" August

Martin Barnicott

Dave Gledhill

Cow Pot 2889

29" August

Prospecting
Above Riano /
Cow Pot

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

Wentin to survey the |
further reaches of the inlet
that joins the main passage
just beyond the choke. A
fairly complex system of
passage on a number of
levels. Several passages
too tight to continue
draught inwards

Very pleasant trip down to
beyond the duck. Looked
at the higher series.

30T 0447021
4800402

Small hole right by side of
road.




29" August

Prospecting
Above Riano /
Cow Pot

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

T 30T 0448206

4800266

Two holes, one in the
centre of the doline, other
on edge by small rock
outcrop. Both draughting
inward. GPS reading taken
in clearing between road
and doline

29" August

Prospecting
Above Riano /
Cow Pot

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

30T 0448687
4799805

Small rock escarpment
above the road.

Two draughting entrances
excavated.

Aob !

29" August

Prospecting
Above Riano /
Cow Pot

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

More or less directly below
the above. 7m /8m CIiff.
No GPS cover. Icy cold
draught from fissure in
rock. Started digging below
to locate entrance.
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]—50‘” August

Prospecting
Above Riano

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

31st August
Cow Pot

Martin Barnicott
Dave Gledhill

Continued to dig the above |
but without any success at
finding a human size
access to the draught.

206¢

Further along the foot of
the cliff face to the right
whilst facing the cliff a large
depression led to a steeply
descending shaft that was
excavated for about 2m
before a unstable boulder
prevented further access,
Way on clearly visible

<069

Visit to the far boulder
choke. General potter
about. Surveyed a few
metres of a parallel rift —
batch 48, 248m.
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From: JasonfromMusc <jasonlinjunhan@gmail.com>
To: Matienzo Caves <MatienzoCaves@googlegroups.com>
Subject: Re: Prelimnary Findings about Fossils Robbed from Caves.

Date: Wed, 3 Sep 2008 11:42 am

Another meeting between me and Dr Nudds was held today, to further
discuss what this strange Fossil iss

our trace fossil specialist, Dr pollard, has confirmed that it is not
a trace fossil. This has greatly perplexed us.

The fossil has been passed around to various invertebrate
palasontologists in Manchester for thelr cpinions, and now many people

are on the case.
There are 2 scheols of thought,

One is that it could be a very odd stalactite, which I dispute, as the
fossil seems to have a large amount of sediment infill, and lacks the
u1sual morphology (hellow stem, calcite crystals etec), and plus, the
ornamentations resembling coral septa on the sides of the fossil kind
of proves it is a fossil (in my opinion).

THe other is that it is something very rare, possibly a coral.

So it seems To be more difficult then flipping through the treatises,
put we're on the case, and hopefully, we can get an answer!

J

on 21 Aug, 14:54, Jasonfromiusc <j§§ininjun:;;ggmgééi:0ﬁ> wrote:
> 2 Specimens were passed to me for Tdentification, 1 from Sharp pencil
> (broken off by Mandy's bum in Uzueka) and 1 from Mandy/Pedro from

» Torno.

‘> .

> Specimen 1 (uzueka), is a Bcm long, J shaped dark sediment replaced

> thingybob with adormments on the sides and visible septa on each

> fitting circular pattern on the side of the fossil: According to Dr

> J.Nudds, he believes that 4t is a purrowing fossil, but the patterns
> on the sides cof the fossil seem to disagree. Lfter some discussion..
5> we decided it was strangde and unusual, and warrant a deeper study. The
> fossil will be passed on to Dr Pollard of Manchester University (Rt.
> specialist in trace fossils) for identification and study. Results/

> report will be ready in 3 weeks.

>

> Specimen 2 (torca del torno), 6cm long top facing valve of a Bivalve
> Qyster. It is a complete valve, with hinges and all the necessary

> moolah for identification, Dr Nudds has passed that on to me, as he

> thinks it should be =asy enough for me to identify it. However, as We
> speak, the pPalaeontology lab is occupied by the head of scheool and his
> mates, which i walked in on absent mindedly. Not cool. Prelimnary

> identification: Liostrea oyster from cretaceous.

>

> How very bloody exciting!!i!ill i can't walt!! : )

o

> P.S The Manchester University Speleology club crew (Mandy (our Dear

> leader) Mike, Me, will, Jez, Dr. Phil, Lorraine, Kirsty, Laura and

> John.) would like to thank EVERYBODY {including Pablo} for the bloody
> excellant time we had and for taking care of us and bringing us down
> caves and teaching us new stuff and bobs. There never was & dull

> moment as promised and we had a smashing time. So much so we're going
> to encourage more people from Musc end to come. See u all either in

> Hidden Earth, up in dales, or down some hole in britain!!! Or in
> easter.. )

> R L e

> we'll be back, the 5 am nights continue.

>

> Jason
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qug e entrance, which had toc be widened,

slopes down for a few feet to the
head of a 100-foot pitch. This clean-washed shaft, broken half way by a
ledge, has a floor of rocks. The almost perfectly cylindrical shape of the

shaft is probably the reason for the encouraging echo it produces.
Pete Smith

q/a‘é 5 S e ol

Hi Juan, -~ -
Can't help too much with detail at the moment. I didn't go down the
15m pitch found on 23/7 or, 24/7 as I was walking over another part of San
Antonio while John and Chris went down. It was the only place we didn't
get to survey out of all the bits we found. My memory of what they said is
that it was approx. 30m total depth with about 100m of passage - quite
complex, with a number of inlets going up to avens {(presumed to all be
under the edges of the same depression as the entrance] and finally ending
in a scratty too tight tube which was where the strong draught was coming
from. Pity we didn't get it surveyed as it would have boosted the total
for the year even more. Never mind, it will give us a good start next year!
I will try and get John or Chris on the phone tonight and, hopefully, will

be able to give you some better info within the next day or so. The
location is NOT a secret.

Cheers,
Harry

ail - Print Message

From: harry long <strans@hotmail.co.uk>
To: uzueka@aol.com
Subject: RE: Matienzo
Date: Fri, 5 Sep 2008 11:05 am

Right Juan, a conversation with John Clarke suggests the following for 3014 (if I
have got things correctly), with bits added from what I saw of the place. A low
entry leads straight onto a 2m drop and climb down an excavated section to the
head of a 15m pitch. Landing is in a large rift with several routes radiating, some
of which sub-divide. Most lead to avens, after short lengths of varying size
passage, probably all lying under the sides of the depression containing the
entrance. However, one passage leads to the head of a 9m pitch with passages
out at the bottom. One chokes, whilst the passage from which the strong

draught emerges ends at a ridiculous small tube. The guestimated depth is c30m
with a guestimated total length of c100m.

Hope you can pick enough 'flesh’ out of that lot. No doubt Chris will say that it is
nothing like that!

Cheers,

Harry

@2

http://webmail aol.com/38575/aol/en- gb/Lite/PrintMessage.
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15;*09/2008 HOIa that powers:

From: Peter Smith <smith peter2004@yahoo.es>
To: uzueka@aol.com
Subiect: Hoia mat powe -
Date: Mon. 15 Sep 2008 11:33
Attachments: capping.wmv (611K)

Hi juar.

Here's a bit of video for you (with Sue's camera). But 1 aont SUPPOSE youd warnl [0 use I. 1t was a big ik
and I had to edit it in Movie Maker. Look out for the d 46T )

Still no reply from Pace-Exteberria. I'll have to write again s time 1'l suggest dates at the end 0f
October. At ”

=
Yesterday we were with Lloyd, surveying the Pinto Gallery. Quite a leap forward for the Risco survey. bur

we can only clim about 40m new. Still it was surprising there were side passages nobody had bothered
to look at.

Cheers

), -
2 ____7___11"!:_ L‘, ':P'-’V-.

Pete Hello, L = s_‘ ('1 \1 :D > £"L S

At last we've had a reply from the forensic and he's quite happy with the dates at the end of October. So now

it's up to you. Let us know when you know when you'll be here and we can make more arrangements. He

also said we may be able to do DNA tests in his department - for example to see if they are twins or siblings.

Do you believe they're the remains of two babies?As far as | know we've only got Chuchi's word for it - and

I'm starting to have panic attacks aboutit! (274

Do you remember about the Basque biologists Who were in touch before the summer and then never showed

up. They're interested in sampling resurgences and springs. The woman has called today and they're coming
on Thursday.

Now -

"Venturi effect” indeed! Is that the new name for a-~howling draught"? Get the photo off Andy of his beard
being blown about. But very astute of you. It i€ 3001, Steve says he is going to Hidden Earth, so you might
like to add that we got in. We've surveyed 55m with a depth of 23m. But the draught is coming out of a hole

just inside the entrance and more digging is needed. Here's anather photo for you.
Cheers
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cofres.ixt
Some good news. Chuchi's got the date for the cereal grains in Cofresnedo. It's around the 1st century BC.
__ Which I think is brilliant, remembering the agricultural implements from Reyes, which we said were Iron Age_

LS
Hello, Q’t:)

.

It's possible that the basket is the same age. That the cereal grains were taken into the cave iside the
basket.

This morning | was with the biologist. You'd have been impressed that she'd printed out a big copy of your
area map, at least a square metre. It looked great - when you think of all the information on it.

She wanted resurgences with water which has never flowed on the surface i.e. Cuevona is no good, or
Boyones. One we looked at was Ramera (the memorial for Antonio), | hadn't been for & long time and was
surprised how much water comes out there. She's locking for oligochaeta (worms to you and me),

microscopic varieties she gets from the silt. She didn't do any sampling today and we just went round
looking at possible sites. '

Cheers

Hello, \ ~

\"-..____w__.;;."',

I'm attaching the 3001 survey plus the survex file if you want to check that it's all right. We took some

LRUD's but | haven't added them yet. At the moment the plan is to survey more of Risco tomorrow, so | don't
think there'll be any surprises there.

Cheers
Pete
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J email txt

Hi Juan
i ifications to survey for cow cave. _ ‘

?g%h;amsggggztt?h: start of tfle upper series in the west wall was climbed to a small tqo-tlg:ftfpassaggxagg;
wide but impossibly tight bedding plane. No discernable _draught. Passage seen headlggﬂo j borﬂa;:};: 5 :
Would need Mandy or similar and a long pointy persuading stick for _further progress. Ri flaf ?nc; B i
passage going off west was not descended and not know how far this goes. Would benefit fro

out. , , _
%ﬁfab‘?aﬂ(rift' also in the west wall at the start of the upper series was chmbed by Barny. Ve_ry tn?ht atndtion
awkward. The tube in the roof at the end looks climable but would require placing a few b]ths 2 eroc;ect: an'
The 4m 'pot’ at the draughting boulder choke area was descended by Barny (picture attac E_.’h). et= r ONeedS
area of interconnecting hands & knees crawls in g1utinogs mud which obviously ba'ckslup"]\_.-\n't1 wa eafs s
checking and drawing up properly. There is also a 2m climb up the wall above the pot' which appe
head into a narrow rift going west. Again, all this area needs proper documentation.
cheers
Dave
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