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P TR
- SNO1 30T 452504 4800124 243m (‘ 2 Gl | \ v
i In field above/North of site 0102 P
4 Small vertical hole which Dave was inserted into head first (see video clip) with second hole along horizontal
level just below surface. First hole about 2.5m deep with no visible way on. Second hole drops down a similar
i amount, about 0.5m in diameter with 7cm diameter stalagmite in bottom. Again no obvious way on.

i ~ Explored by Paul Doid and Dave Garman.




24l SNO2 30T 4525154800141246m 7/ S
164> SNO3 30T 452519 4800143 242m ~
bW SNO4 30T 452520 4800143 243m _
1685 SNO5 30T 452525 4800143 246m
1646 SNOB 30T 452528 4800143 243m ,
2441 SNO7 30T 452533 4800146 247m /

in field and trees above/North of site 0102

Series of horizonal beddings along bottom of low scar numbered from left to right. Si
2 . . Sites 2 and 6 |
promising. Site 2 pushed about 10m to obstruction. Site 6 . 8 lankcmost

would require diggi i
compared to other sites here. 9 gging as too low, but colder air felt

Found/pushed by Paul Dold and Dave Garman.
1

1P o : , _
> . = R 7 _ . OHE
i Abaove Riano Road to Torno extensions

2641 SNos 30T 452264 4800865 289m ‘ o
Depression in woods. Rocks and soft plant matter in bottom. No actual hole but potential easy digging.

7 a\ SNO9 30T 452220 4800904 276m /
AR Mareserection Hole '
Small draughting hole under boulder in young plantation, dug open by Dave and Paul to enter a vertical hole
3m down, and rift passage beyond leading to a chamber after some distance. Needs to be surveyed.

<& SN10 30T 452255 4800905 288m /
98>  DEAD GOAT HOLE
Dead goat in bag under large rock undercut in hole.

: < \ SN11 30T 452183 4800984 240m .
s 2 ‘/
L STREAM SINK ‘ u
Point in the valley bottom where the stream mostly disappears. No visible holes.

Found by Paul Dold, Dave Garman, Footleg, Badger & Gary Culien.
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WE HUMANS have been guilty of
discrimination - and towards an
extinct species too. It is time to
welcome Neanderthals, our sister
species, back into the family.

Key to this shift in attitude is the
sequencing of a million base pairs
of the Neanderthal genome. A few
years ago it was unthinkable that
ancient DNA could be extracted
from a cell nucleus and sequenced,
but thanks to two exceptionally
preserved fossils and an advanced
sequencing method, the genome of

Homo neanderthalis is being revealed.
We now know that our common
ancestor lived in a population of just
Is, and the split
between us and Neanderthals began
about 600,000 years ago. Compare
that to the six million years since
humans diverged from chimps. We
are far more closely related to
Neanderthals, yet we begrudge them
the abilities - such as tool use,
sophisticated hunting methods and
culture - that we celebrate in chimps.
Neanderthals at times even buried

their dead - something unheard
of in other non-human apes.
Artefacts discovered in Gibraltar
showed that Neanderthals survived
until about 28,000 years ago, meaning
we lived side by side for millennia.
Neanderthals probably became
extinct because they were unable to
adapt to a changing environment.
Another study showed that some
had endured starvation conditions
and had probably cannibalised their
dead. That's no excuse for speciesism,
though. ROWAN HOOPER

APOLOGY TO

A SISTER
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6/4/07 Cueva Subterranea (29), Digging. Les Williams, Chris Williams, Andy Morse, Dave Bell (Angus),
Dave Cooke (Cookie). Support crew: Tony Brocklebank plus two.

Trip to continue pushing our dig. Thanks to the support crew for carrying gear including the legendary
Ireby Sump Pumping Kit on loan from the Ireby Pothole Club. The pump made short work of the flooded
dig — an impressive big of kit. The support crew watch in awe and then left to catch their flight home. The
dig wasn’t full to the brim and was lower than yesterday, encouragingly suggesting the dig does drain from
a lower point. Les possessed by dig fever was at the sharp end the whole time. Some cubic metre of spoil,

easy going through calcarious mud, was removed. . The dig is now being forced downwards by the
chamber roof.

7/4/07 Three Pits Investigation. Juan, Penny, Pappard, Angus, Morse, Cookie.

A trip designed by Juan to prevent me from festering in camp all day. These pits had been spotted
surprisingly close to a popular track by Penny when walking.

Pit 1. Depth 6m. Simple shaft. Choked. Contains large (cow?) bones.

Pit 2. Depth 8m. Choked Shaft. Some attractive speleothems. Near the bottom there was a hole through to a
parallel shaft that choked 2m deeper.

Pit 3. Depth 17m. Attractive shaft that bells out from tight entrance capped by a slab. Laddered down to a
floor at 12m. A spiralling passage can be followed that is chocked 5m below where many goat bones are
seen.

Depths by Phil. GPS by ?, Belays by Juan and Angus, Photos & Exploration by Cookie

8/4/07 Cueva de la Hoyuca (107), Aborted Radio Location Trip to Windy Inlet. Dave Otterman (?),
Marcus, Angus, Footleg, Cookie.

The idea was to radio locate the top of Windy Inlet for a possible new entrance into Hoyuca. The new
entrance would reduce trip times to the bitter end and thus encourage exploration. All was going well until
the flat out crawl beyond Pigs Trotters Chamber. Conditions were wetter than those who had been there
before had experienced. Reports that this section sumped and doubts about the waterproofness of the
molephone meant that the trip was abandoned. Thus giving the old lags the opportunity to mercilessly take
the piss. Apparently these conditions aren’t unusual.

q :
8/4/07 Cueva de la Hoyuca (107), Radio Location Trip to Windy Inlet. Dave Otte,fnan (7), Marcus, Angus,
Cookie.

Groundhog Day. With assurances given that the crawl is truly miserable yet safe, the party returned for a
second attempt. This time all went according to plan and we made it to Windy Inlet with the molephone.
Communication was established at the base of the 30m pitch and then relocated to the hi ghest possible
point at the top of the pitch. The surface crew reported that they had identified our location and that we
were a mere 7m below ground level. They then proceeded to gas us with smoke as a further confirmation of
the best dig sight. Digging out from the inside was not a practical possibility because of the general
precariousness of the boulders that formed the pitch head. We all remained connected to the rope
throughout for the same reason. Once it became clear that an instant breakthrough was not going to occur
we left by the way we had come. Good sporting trip, objective achieved.

10/4/07 Digging New Entrance to Hoyuca. Cast of thousands.

Wonderful weather, just right for a surface day. Dig A opened. Di g B also started to keep more of the cast
of thousand occupied. I started Dig C as my best guess but soon gave it up as I felt it to be too high. Mr
Pappard entertained us by repeatedly failing to destroy a bolder that wasn’t an obstruction anyway. No

breakthrough, but fate in the day encouraging drafts and gaps convinced everyone that success was
imminent.

11/4/07. Digging New Entrance to Hoyuca. Les, Morse, Emma, Dave O, Marcus, Cookie. Guest
appearances by Alli, Pete Egan, Angus.

Beautiful weather again. More encouraging drafts and gaps but success still eluded us. A large bolder
eventually stopped play since we didn’t have the means to reduce it to small pieces. Mr Pappard had

returned to England just when we needed him most. Much good work was done and all looks good for
imminent success. =
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Here is a find that we made after youf departure.

| really enjoyed the time spent in Matienzo and | am sure that | will return. Thanks for all the effort that you

30T I Dave Gledhill exiting Puit du Taliban Martin Barnicott
0450209 ; Dave Gledhill
4795128 |
(European 1979) |
_— «—a\ 16m shaft.
- |
Z:j 16 / | Body sized entry leading
- immediately to oval tube Tm x 2m
N at top widening progressively to
4m diameter round at bottom.
Promising dig
Subj: Matienzo caving
Date: 25/04/2007 14:08:50 GMT Daylight Time
From: martin. barnicott@wanadoo.fr
To: Uzueka@aol.com
Juan

and others put in to make it possible. The time spent there has made me realise that just doing sporting
trips is not what caving is all about and | will now try to learn some of the techniques and discipline that is
needed to contribute more fully. The bug hit so | went prospecting on my return to the Felix Trombe and

after one day of looking and 20 minutes of cleaning loose rock at the pitch head, | have made a significant

discovery which is now looking extremely promising. It has also opened the doors for me into the local
caving community as they have been looking for this lead for the last 20 years they say.

Easter 07 Lengths Surveyed Summary

Once again many thanks
Best Regards
Barny

Martin Barnicott
Cot de Ratgouere
Rapux

31180

Aspet

Midi Pyrenees

rance

www . pyreneesmountainguide.com

site name
258 Toad
105 Riafio
2713 Cueva Toca
1930 Cobadal
2366 Torno
114 Biggo
2638 Boghole
1332 Juan Lombrero
2693 San Miguel cave
2649 Mareserection
2437 Torca Kunka
1491 Papa Noel
839 Virgin 3
2519 Huerto Rey
413 Meja Mujer
1391 Volcano
581 Flappies World
2596 Petirrojo
2595 Prize Cock Pot
2640 Violent Violet
2461 cave

surveyed

new survey

3478 m

45306
266
6531
3022
45306
205
1533
114
110
>89
31451
T
578

total length depth
7386

95

19
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The Skull by P T Eagan

The cave is found in El Tormo area about 1km WSW of the church at Fresnedo The cave was first explored by
the Matienzo Expedition in April 2006 and has been extended over the last year to give a length of 3022m. The
skull was discovered on 3rd August 2006 while Ali Neil, Andy Pringle and Peter T Eagan were exploring a newly
found area of the cave. Peter T Eagan noticed an unusual shaped mud covered rock on the floor, at a turn in the
passage. It was quickly realized that it was in fact a human skull face down in the dry mud. It was lucky that it
was not damaged as the first explorer in the passage nearly stepped on it. The skull was removed on the 5th
April 2007 by Chuchi, Peter T Eagan, Peter Smith and Paul Stacy. Between finding and removing the Skull an
easier route was found to the location of the Skull to ensure it was removed without damage.

The Skull before removal and cleaning.

Preparing the Skuil for removal. Removal team Chuchi, Stacey, Smith and Eagan.




Subj: Torno: Andy's Back Passage Connection
Date: 08/05/2007 23:34:55 GMT Daylight Time

From: paul.paloma@btinternet.com

To: Uzueka@aol.com

cc: PEagan@carlisle,ac.uk
Juan,

Find attached the scan of the darwing (I'll mail the original to you)....
Description (Posture of Progression to Granny's Head + Hysteria 69 )

Replace "Andy's Back Passage is a narrow passage around two tight corners to a climb down with two
ways on, both to be pushed and surveyed." '

"At an obvious stal. boss Andy's Back Passage is a small opening on the left which leads to a tight S-bend

that has been enlarged. Past this, a climb down quickly gains two possible ways on. Straight ahead passes

- through two small bouldery chambers and at the back of the second, a hole in the rear wall leads to a short

maze of passages that contains some interesting fossils but all passages here appear to end in mud digs or
are too tight. At the initial climbdown a slope down to the right leads soon gains a small drippy chamber with
a narrow rift exiting containing a good draught. Both this rift and the initial tight S-bend were dug at Easter

- 2007 to make a connection with the roped traverse earlier in the cave and this now provides & much quicker
route to the area near Skull Chamber. (It was by this (new) route that the archiologist was escorted into the

- tave and the skull successfully removed)."
NB: Need to add this "short cut" into any description of the roped traverse (but | couldn't find the bit with it in).
- Let me know if you need anything else,

_ Hope to see you for (at least) a few days in the Summer,

~ Regards,

Paul

Scale (1m)
;




Prize Cock Pot (The Dig) 29/03/07 it
Paul Dold, Dave Garman, Chris Agnew

Chris lead the way filled with excitement brought on by 3 months of stories of the draughing hole that may
have a possibility of a high level entrance into Riano? Dave had great plans to sit on the surface and soak up the
sun whilst sipping cold beer but the Matienzo weather had other plans for him and forced Dave underground by
pissing down with rain all day. So the digging began and the mud filled rift soon opened up to reveal a second
chamber about 2 meters by 1 meter and 2 meters deep Chris squeezed through and gave a description of what
he saw. We spent half an hour making the squeeze big enough to get Big Steve’s Big Bucket through then with
myself and Chris in the chamber we had a listen and we could here a reasonable size stream and the draught

4 was blowing from a small slot near floor level. Before we started digging we shoved Dave up in to the rift to
see if the passage went up and over but this proved to not be the case so we began digging down in the direction
of the draught. The digging is in silt, mud and small stones this was best removed with driving the spiked chisel
in and leaning on it, then shovelling the spoil out. As we had started late in the day we only day for about 5
hours then decided to exit the cave and have a look up the field at ‘Soup in a bag’ as we are sure that the water
entering this is the water herd in Cock pot.

Bl
Soup in a Bag (The Clearout) 29/03/07
Paul Dold, Dave Garman, Chris Agnew

Volunteers were not queuing up for the task of removing the suspicious bags of soupy bones so we got Dave to
go in and get to work. After an hour the hole was a lot cleaner and ready for a full days digging.

Prize Cock Pot/ Soup in a Bag (What a Shower) 30/03/07
Paul Dold, Chris Agnew, Barney (Danger Man) Cott, Oh and Dave

Day 2 and myself (the Digger), Chris (the Bucket man) and Barney (the landscaper) got to work on the Cock
whilst Dave got stuck in with digging ‘Soup in a bag’. We made good progress and the dig is now another 2
meters down and the slot is starting to widen. Digging was suspended when Dave and by this time assessed by
Barney had redirected the stream entering Soup in a bag to run down the field, this made there digging easer but
gave myself and Chris in Cock Pot a good soaking. The good thing was that the water was sinking at the edge if
the dig very easily. Soup in a Bag is now another 1.5meters deeper and there is now a start of a craw of about
1m heading north east. The water was redirected back into the hole and is sinking at the same rate as the water
is entering even when the levels were high.

Rianio inlet expedition (Quake Connection) 04/04/07
Paul Dold, Dave Garman, Barney (Danger Man) Cott

Mud, mud, mud, mud, mud, oh and sharp rock with more slippery mud. After looking at the survey data the
night before we decided that the 10meter pitch with the sound of water was almost defiantly going to enter at
some point into Quake rift and at last after 3 trips in muddy squalor would give us an alternative root into the
‘Big Stuff’ we began by surveying Dave’s Passages that he saw 2 days before, this was described as running
around passage????? If crawling, stooping and climbing is running around then Davis’s a dwarf. This passage
did not take long to tie-in to the high southerly passage that Footleg and the Dingle brothers found. Once this
was done we headed to the top of the 10m pitch and found an alternative pitch head from the one we thought



was good. Whilst Danger man Barney started placing the bolts for the decent myself and Dave surveyed up1
the pitch and had a nose around the passage opposites the pitch, this seams to be a continuation of the right
hand wall of the Big Stuff, the passage becomes filled with boulders supported but silt and can be a bit hairy
points as the rift below drops down a good 15meters or more (possibly into Quake rift?). When we returned
back to the pitch head Dander Man Barney had decided that the single bolt was bomb proof enough to ab on
and had made his way to the bottom then had a look down the rift to find that it joined an sizable rift with th
sound of running water!!! once we were all at the bottom of the pitch we surveyed down the rift.(Quake
connection) On average the passage is about 0.6m wide and descends quickly down a number of steep calcit
steeps. It was clear when we entered the intersecting rift that this was Quake rift that we found on the
December.

Paul Dold March 2007 Team Half K
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