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Alan Box

The death occurred of Alan Box this summer while
caving with the Matienzo Expedition. Alan had been to
Matienzo a number of times and he was a very
experienced expedition caver. He was involved in
pushing La Hoyuca (Cueva Uzueka), part of the 41km
long Four Valleys System.

QOne of its most impressive features is the
Astradome, a 30m diameter aven which rises to over
100m, closing in somewhat at the top. It was during the
scaling of this that the accident occurred
On the night of Wednesday, 17th August 1994,
Northern Cave Club member Alan Box, 32, died after
falling 100m in Cueva Hoyuca, part of the extensive four
valleys system, near Matienzo in northern Spain.

Alan had entered the cave during the afternoon with
Mark Wright, to continue the scaling project begun las
year at the Astradome, a massive, strongly draughting
daven.

Last year's expedition had seen the aven scaled, by
bolting, to 100m where a band of poor rock, unsuitable
1o take rock anchors, was encountered. This year a return
was made with a scaling pole to pass the poor band of
rock. Alan and Mark successfully overcame the obstacle
lo a chamber with the way on being, yet again, upwards.

The scaling pole was de-rigged and lifted to the
chamber and the pair decided to exit the cave, as their
carbide lights were failing and both were using their
electric backups.

Alan descended first to the lop of last year's bolt
route. The rigging of the bolt route, and of the scaling
pole, had been complicated and, on reaching the main
belay, Alan came across two ropes, one the main pitch
rope and the other a 20ft tail of rope. In this exposed
spot and with poor light, Alan mistakenly started to
descend the tail of rope and abseiled off the end to his
death.

Mark descended to the foot of the Astradome and
found Alan’s body face down in a shallow pool. After
removing Alan from the pool and checking for signs of
life, Mark exited the cave to raise the alarm in the early
hours of the following morning.

At10am on Thurstday, 18th, a team from the Potes
mountain rescue group and cavers from Ramales,
Santander and Tortosa along with members of the
British expedition, entered the cave to the Astradome,
4.5km into the cave, to extricate Alan's body. A grim
task completed at 9.30pm that night.

Alan’s cremation took place on 3rd September in his
native Co Durham.

A veteran of many caving expeditions to Mexico,
Spain, Austria, France and Vietnam, Alan was also a
regular participant in club aclivities in the Dales.
Weekend after weekend he could be found at such
infamous long-term digs as Scales Moor Ming, Broken
Finger Pot, Gavel Rigg, Glass Moss Pot, Rift Pot etc. as
well as sherparing for the club divers, assisting in such
projects as the King Pot — Keld Head dives and the
Gavel - Pippikin connection,

Operating on a shoestring budget synonymous with
living in a high unemployment area of the north east
never dampened Alan's enthusiasm for caving, o which
he also contributed through his membership of the
Upper Teesdale and Weardale Fell Rescue Team.

But his greatest contributions were those of his
affable nature, his sense of humour and his ability to
make people feel at ease in his company.

Alan was a fine caver and friend, a unique character
who will be sorely missed by all who knew him. Qur
thoughts are of all the good times we had together.

Tim Allen, Mark Wright, Jane Draisey,
John Palmer and the NCC
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