p) =

S JeURNEL







MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Journal No.8 " December 1976

'"CONTENTS

_.Editorialpand list of contributors

The 1976 Expedition to Matienzo, Northern Spaill seeeeececeed
TG OAUOE LG e o5 55 caenmenas § ¥ § LECERUERE ¥ 5 § b naeel
Cueva Llueva (EL BigZZ0)eeceesecocsosssssassasnsel
BPEE: TN anusis ¥ § 6 L Raiisiainm 1 o « seesmamass § s sfgning 2
Cueve. Llueve plolorial SUPVeF.vesvsa'vss « «TECENE 4
Cewe. UoEltE . « o sudiaimmans o5 » owmbieess 5 prramsseT
HEUEKE. STV F: o s i diiinis 65 » o s ilnenais oo snliaeline 8
Coneclusions to 4 valley gystemMeesssaisssacasssesd
Uzueka-Llueva—Secadura A¥e t8%teesverseeccecenasll
TercE do) Fayo T8 F0Llanis iiicnsaionss a's sinsnanenat}
Rayo de sol BURVELessers 1 v s ooy e s i snfaoiNeg"10
domea el BOBevsasenres & v enoEETEPeE 5y §eeawi]
DOMG BUPTEY i & i.6 i diisaaies » s nesamabmuele s » o mobBOEING 12

Cueve de BESUPScevenaeas s s e R T
HABHUTE BUIPYOT s waiwsmmunsdln w s v s s 5 © 5 pob LD il
Oueva Eleganteéauaaa-ll.ol ooooo ooo‘.-olcl.ltlll..?d"

Blepante SUVeFesvawns i i campaaens s & 8 wonalBEInE 16
L8 DEURORL.. o camvsmns § 8 vasmovsmasEn g 19 SResa ¢ 10
CavadE BUPVEYswvicre it sisisioeannssswesmitaoing 18
Conplusions Sud thanlg, ({dieeeesrel & 3% cxpavies o s 18

The Caves of Lockey Gill,.....u......,.....,;......,19_
liockey Gill plotordisl BUIVEYieesvavwes s e o facing 20
Caving equipment test reporteicececcesscscsscssnnssell
Survey drawing by Cartesian CoordinateS..ccccecoeessd ™
Gemint CaveS.eeeeseeacions 5 @SS W R e § R AT
Gemini Caves surveyan.,;..........,.?........faCing 28
The 1976 Expedition 0 Abissio Emilio COmici.:.sscee29 "
ATCE SUTTEY 4 evaerereseesssnsnssncessensassasfacing 30
CAVE  BUmyens, i, wesdiedied » b seioumisdos s @ § ¢ o oiias BRaHmie 52
CHEHTEPELLS POlau v anis i i i i seisiitnne v o'sit vbmmsrres s was 30
Chanterelle SUrVeYesecsossscsorccsacasesasssfacing 38
Caving at an adventure CEIEYS v vvvwe 5 5 v ewery bve s ¢ o3l
OEAE Brd J0d8es camsnasas i s advEie s i s sesnees g saad?

PRICE :



Editorial

This journal, the clubs eighth is the latest im an
&leven year line. of lrregular publloatlons The articles
include acoounts of two Sports Council alced expedltlons,
in which club members were involved this year.

In Spain, over 5km of new ﬁéssages were discovered
and 1t now seems almost certain that 1977 will see the
flnal grand connectlonp being made. This would make the
system the second longest in Spain. '

In Ttaly, the strenuous Abissio Bmilio Comici thwarted
the efforts of a strong British team %o dincrease the depth.

_ b ok SRR

Some'pedpié‘have questioned the wisdom of clubs pro-
ducing their own journals, and say it would be easier
to haﬁé”BCRA publish the material, Certainly the printing
quallty of their Bulleétins and Transactioms is high and
the price is kept low, These 'professional' standards
are often lacking in ¢lub journals:......so why bother?

It'éeemé to us that comparisons can be made with the
neWSpaper'wofid; it would be a pity if we could only read
The Times. What about the lovers of Page 3, the Rossen—
dale Free Press ,'éhdhoﬁher'WOrthy bastions of the graphic
arts? R :

Sp long as there are still people in the clubs pre-
pareﬂ'énd‘intefééted encugh to meke the effort, and cavers
w1lllng to pay the price, then let them continue.

W R R WL HEH N FHREFXFELRERN AR KR RHF
Editgrs Juan Corrin
Contributors:Jdohn Cope (JG), Nigel Dibbem.(DCC), Paul
£t pmes Gelling, -Dave Linton, Lank Mills, Keilth Plumb.
Photographs: Lank Mills
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THE 1976 EXPEDITION TO MATIENZO, NORTHERN SPAIN

Introduction

The Matienzo area im Santander Province has
been visited by the club for most years since 1969,
Recently in collaboration with other northern caving
clubs, over 50km of cave passage has been explored and
surveyed. Up to the end of 1974, efforts were concentrated
on the known caves of the area which had been previously
explored by the Spaniards.(i1). The majoritory of these
caves were considerably extended beyond previous limits,
(2)._Two_completely'new systems were also discovered and
partlally investigated -~ Cueva Uzueka and Cueva Riano.

In 1975 these systems were further explored. Prob-
ably the most exciting but ulrlng explorations occured
with the pushing of Cueva Uzueka to a langth of 12kt (3)s
At the furthest point reached (Armageddon) the huge
boulders had fi nally beaten the explorers and the only
way om was thought to be a ladder climb down between
them to the stream. The water here was thought to drain
to Secadura. A glance at the area map shows that the water
from Matienzo depressicn, seen in Oarcavueso, drains
to this resurgence. (T%is had been dye tested by J.C.
Fernandez(ﬂ); the sink to resurgence time being 9 hourS'*
oveﬁ%é distance of 3ilm,) The Uzueka-CarcavuesosSeca—
dura 1link up was the main aim of this years expedition.

‘However, like most aims this one was_thwafted;"A major

find in a 4th valley waé_made which. at the time, pro-

- mised to be the key to the whole SYStéMesesessoase

Cueva Llueve (EL BL 2eo) :
' : Llveva Vglley - wrongly called
San Mlguel in the Matienzo 1975 Report - Héld some
promise with a couple of draughting holes near to-a

superb cliff-faced depreséion which itsélf had 3 small’
~ ‘entrances, These caves were cursorily looked at im '75,

This year before the bulk offthe_expéditionaries had
arrived, Ian, Lank and Juan drove over to Llueva to,
check out thé_areazaround this depressiom., The draught-
ing holes were looked and prodded at and then the 30m
deep, boulder and liana strewn depr9851on waq entered.

‘The air was notlcabTy cooler dcwn here and a very faint
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draught was noticed at one of the entrances a couple of
métres above the floor. (No draught_had_been felt dhere in
'75, probably due to different weather conditions). Not
having béen_into this hole before, the team clambered over
2 drystone walls just inside the entrance and pursued a
E"Walking sized but lowering passage for about 70m until
a-drop into a lower bed was necessary., Flat out crawling
was now the order of the day, and progress ended at a flake
that’ had partlally peeled from the roof, ALl of the passages
so far had been dry and dusty « nothlng apart from the-
draught, that could be called encouraging, A low chamber
could be seen beyond this flake and so the offendlng rock
was dropped completely, allowing a tlght crawl over it

into the 3ft high 'chamber'.

Where was the draught? No passages lead off and the _'
floor was completely covered with dry shale. A careful search
with cigarette and palm of the hand forced us to the COnm=
clusion that the draught was issuing from the floor. Digging
.was started and after 30 minutes a small hole between stones
wag revealed. The draught increased noticably, After another
10 minutes digging the draught was strong enough to blow
out carbide lights and to blow back into our eyes any '
shale falling into the hole.

New passage seemed imminent so Lank went out to fetch
carbide and water with the promise that when he returned.
the way on would be waiting., Half an hour later he returned -

and it was. ., A funnel down through the shale into a very
low, solid-roofed bedding had been revealed and Juan was
foreing himself into it. Lank followéd and the pair

squirmed down the low passage. As the noisy draught was
left behind, the roof rose to permit hands and knees crawl-
ing. Superb stalactltes were seen guarding a large black
hole and then, Just where it was possible to stand, the
rumbllng of a distant river was heard far below. Could it
be the water from Matlenzo_on its way to Secadura?

The explorers gingerly made their way down a.sandy
slope to the edge of a vertical drop. Blackness in all -
directions. Their lights failed to penetrate the gloom
in what was obviously a huge chamber. No ladders had been
brought so the two eipiorers had to content themselves -
with&ﬁahﬁemplating their good fortune before emerging
from the windy hole and bathing their shale blasted eyes
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in Optrex.

Next day at noon, a team of seven entered the hole
and while 4 surveyed the entrance passages, the others
carried on to the head of the piteh gnd knocked in a
couple of bolts. Boulders thrown down indicated that
the pitch could be about 25m and so 3 ladders were.
lowered down. The first person to descend found that the
pitch was only 10m, and that the stones lobbed down
had disappeared into the open pile of boulders at which
the pitch ended. This rocky pile reared up to the right,
but to the left the sound of the river lured us down.

A climb down of 20m and there was the stream rushing
between large boulders in a chamber 30m high, Another
boulder pile reared up ahead however, and this route
was taken. At the top a superb tunnel stretched off
into the distance.(The photograph on the_Llueva survey
involved 6 people - the flash furthest from the camera
is at a distance of 200m!) At the end of this tunnel,
the passage turned to the right and a steep descent
down over boulders lead to a lake, (Photograph on the
survey). A passage could be seen high up on the left
hand wall above the lake but a swim across to the other
-8ide was judged the best prospect and another pile’ of

boulders was scaled to two lowering but draughting crawls
on the right and a Dboulder chamber with sloping wall

holding 5m high stalagmites on the left., After surveying
for several hours, the lure of the sun was too much and
the team resurfaced. The cave had much more to odfer yet
but it was to take ancther 6 trips before 'all' was
revealed, '

The hole above the lake seemed to offer the best
possibility of an extension. On the next trip, Iars
tidal waves threatened to swamp the shore party as he
traversed around sending boulders into the water. He
belayed the ladder to a convenient rock and lowered the
end down towards the lake. The ladder was too short
and so the rest of the team had to swim 10m and then
do a 'dolphin' to get onto the ladder 4ft above the water
surface, At the top of the ladder a short length of
ﬁide walking passage brought the explorers out onto
gigantic boulders underneath which the stream could
-be geen. After climbing down to stream level, Salford
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Phil pressed on upstream, swimming for most of the pass-—
age's 200m length. At the final sump his light went out
and he had to swam back alone through the inky blackness
A short way upstream inta this'phreatic region, a high
level dry passage went back to the chamber.
It now seemed that the junction with Uzueka was not

to be had at stream level.
- Hunting around at the top of the boulder chamber; lead

to finding another passage which went around the lake and
" popped up in the floor of the large main passage just
before the latter angled down to the lake, This passage
provided a convenient by-pass around the lake to the up-
stream and so it is now described going in from where it
joins this main high level DPASSAZCessesssse

"A small cairn marks the position of the start of the
Left Hand By-Pass and a 2m slither down a rift deposits
you in a boulder strewn bedding plane. Rapid progress is
made by use of the stooping amble perfected over 1km
lengths in Uzueka, The passage continues in this vein,
becoming more sandy and less bouldery until twin drops .=
lead into a roomy inlet., Upstream, the inlet is.femark~
able only for its sliminess, while downstream the inlet
immediately disappears into a low muddy arch, The route
forward follows a dry tube of comfortable dimensions,
Ninety metres Fforward a further inlet appears much as
the last disappeared, from a low mud-filled arch,

The roof now rises to a high sandy rift chamber and |

keeping to the right, the passage enters +the large chamber
that was first reached by traversing around the jake,m

It was noticed on the earlier trips that there were a
number of holes in the right hand wall of the main pass-
age opposite to where the Left Hand By~Pass dropped down.
An excerpt from the log book describes the difficulties
of Lettine dnte THeBecouwvani s

"Lank mentioned a couple of possible 20ft climbs om
the right of the big stuff in Biggo, the bouldefs at the
top of which could be lassooed - S0 we gave it a try. The
first boulder proved difficult; its neck could not be
oaught and when it was, i1t snapped off with a mild tug -
nc gc! The second boulder was successfully lasscoed after
mény attempts and the ladder was rigged up. Attempting a

-
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traverse to a third hole only succeeded in sending

down.a large boulder that split the rope cleanly in

two, A useful highllével passage was entered however;
about 200m leading to a 15ft pitch onto the boulder slope
at the far right hand side of the lake and another
passage leadlng to a 100£t pitch 1nto the boulder
chamber beyond the lake,"

But 8till no Uzueka link up. It appeared that a fault
had cut through the large passage and obliterated any
high level ‘continuation above the upstream sump.

Attention was now turned downstream to the river that
appeared at the base of the boulder slope at the bottom
of the entrance pitch, A cursory look in earlier ex-
plorations showed that the riv.i soon flowed into a
ph;eatié region with out-of-depth water, Two inner
tubes had been brought out to Spain and they were now +
to prove théif worth, A party of 4 dragged both into
the cave along with a car tyre pump, descended to the
earlier downstream 1limit and inflated both tyres.,

John D. swam off into the gloom but was soon caught

up with,treading water at a 4 ways junction., Carbide
arrows were quickly burnt onto the wall and gentile
progress was made sitting in the tyres to another junction.
At this point a stream could be heard,rumbling in the

' distance - the continuation?., Pulling the tubes out

~onto dry land and walking in vast passage for 10m lead
t0 ¢eeecee the tyre pumpi Off we go again.

_The sailors this time found themselves floatlng
slowly - down a passage 4m wide with 1m air space and
a faiy oTd draught whistling down their necks,

Log BQGkﬂ"Surveyed wet bit without feet touch-
- ing.the ground., Have you seen pictures of tourista

%0, ..+ sitting in the Dead Sea reading newspapers?

Well the survey pose was similar, Brian did

what somebody had to do and dropped. his carbide

lamp into a bottomless bit of canal, After search-

ing for a glow from the deep, he gave it up

as lost." -

Hopes had now risen again and after about 40 minutes
total in the water, the end was reached - a 2m climb
to a loose and open boulder choke. Squirming up through
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this - and there was the down stream continuafion. The ex-
plorers had popped out half way up a boulder slope. The far
wall was only just visible and the river had changed
from the sluggish and eerie phreatic zone to the free
running river over cobbles, °

Progress was idyllic for 100m - easy walking with a
bonlder pile to the right, the stream running along the
left hand wall, the roof 10m up and the paésage 15m wide,
However, after passing a low passage on the right with
outward draught, the stream turned to the left under
boulders and once more it was time to climb. Only for a
short distance though -~ +then a descent through the boulders

to the lip of a waterfall and then immedlately the final
sump chamber (10m% 10m x 3m high),

This only left us with 'filling in the gaps', and the
tyres were agaln used in the upstream direction from the
bottom of the pitch. About 200m of out-of-depth boating
passage was surveyed ending at a boulder choke through
which it was possible to climb up to the main high level
passage. The river sumped upstream of this point - probably
right up to the lake., The other loose end was - up
- the boulder pile at the bottom of the entrance pitch, and
this was climbed to a treacherouvsly greasy calcite floored
chamber which closed down after 60m.

Cueva Ilueva's place and importance in the (now 4
valley) system was confirmed when dye was placed in Uzueka

beyond Armageddon (see below) and being positively de-
tected in €Cueva' Llueva and Secadura.

ded.Corrin

L.D.J.MilTs
J.Cope

Refercnces
——— ——

(1) J.C.Fernandez, Caudernos de Espeleologia No. 2
“La depresion cerrada de Matienzo" S.E.S.S.

(2) "Matienzo North Spain - The 1974 British Expedition
Report"

(3) "Matienzo 1975",
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 "Spent considerable time looking for survey notes

of the day before. Found Spaniards using them
as a score card for dominoes."
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Nothing more could be done in Llueva at that time, so
attention was now turned to Cueva Uzueka and the push-~
ing downstream beyond Armageddon to the long hoped for
connection with Carcaveuso water and also now the
connection wilth Cueva LlUavaeessverss saneis

Cueva Uzueka beyond Armageddon

' Only three of our number had been

L there in '75, These three are now
withdrawn, sadly changed men,
Suddenly aged. Unseeing eyes stare
beyond their pints as they mutter
incoherently. It seems that the
experience of Armageddon had fused
the few remaining brain cells
which had surviwv:.d the onslaught
of the vino tinto.

So it was that the '76 attempt to push beyond this .
notorious boulder land had a substantial psychological
as well as physical barrier to overcome. Nevertheless
Baz, Paul, Tony, Nigel and JC eventually set out wikh
high hopes but sinking stomachs - whether through
alcoholic excess or for more sinister reasons, 4 hours
of caving saw some of the party &n a state of collapse
at the boulder choke which guards the access to Arma-
geddon. The party poked about more or less mnenthusi-
astically in the jumble of piano sized blocks. Eventu-
2lly Paul found a route through to the ill-concealed
disgust of certaih of the party. From now on the cave
was new to us all and even the most jaded of us started
to take an interest. The .route through the choke is
somewhat complex; but if you follow the Golden Rule:
"Don't get lost", you'll be alright. It also helps to
keep one metre above the river and generally bear left
towards the solid wall,

The huge boulder chamber of Armageddon is entered

by climbing up through the chaos which is its western
end, Then for the first hundred metres you cower under
the' left hand wall, teetering along the edge of a
boulder pile; an indeterminate distance between floor
and roof, A long descent_leads to a brief encounter
with the stream, followed by a climb up to the right
hand wall. At the lower levels the house sized blocks

are treacherpusly greasy; higher up the sandy;cldy
coating is dry and a clear trail is soon blazed.

X



After 200m of Armageddon the stream vanishes into a series
of low impossible arches. The only way on is to negobiate
a boulder pile having a likeness to a concertina'd goods
train. The route up to the right ends in a 'fine situation'-
a shelf of jammed boulders leaning against a tremendous
block, This is the take off for judgement Pitch and marks
the start of the '76 extension,., -° |

An eight metre climb down beneath a selection of hanging
death drops into a flooded rift, The cpen streamway of
Reincarnation is then reached via a short duck or a hair-
raising crawl through an arrangement of boulders 1% metres
above the water. : :

Reincarnation starts as a succession of pools separated
by flalreg .in . the floor. The way opens up into a fine
bedding cave 20m wide and 4m high; The s%ream runs along
a sandstone bed between sand banks which fade into the
flat roof. This section was named Paisley Passage after the
intricate mud swirls which decorate the roof,.

Green Choke #erminates Paisley Passage. The water sinks
some way bgck from this large collapse and follows an im-
mature phreatic passage which has not been passed. An unex-
plored inlet also enters at this point. After some time
proddling about up and under Green Choke, it began to look
like a further trip would be required to crack the probrem,
To this end a kilo of fluoroscein was put into the stream
(hence Green Choke) and we packed for the return journey.
Meanwhile Baz had undertaken a solo trip on-a spluttering
carbide and was now calling for_reinforcements. And there

it was, the wéy on - Uzueka had let us off the hook again.
Where the fallen slabs merge into the left hand wall of
Green Choke, & steep scree slope is reached via a narrow

slot. In this constriction an inward draught is felt. A
short scramble up the debris breaks into the roomy bedding
cave of Giants Causeway.,The next hundred metres is a series
of leaps and bounds down fallen roof slabs reclining at a
constant 109, lining up with the south-west dip of the
roof, Finally the floor tumbles down to a pool which marks
the re-appearence of the river downstream from Green Choke.
The streamway continues down-dip, cutting down through

the thick sandstone bed which forms the floor. The roof of
Sandstone Passage lowers steadily and ominously. The evil
prospect of a sump is temporarily averted as the water
finally drops 1m through the sandstone. But almost imme—
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ediately the water deepens.

Characteristically, Uzueka kept us guessing until
the last moment and it was not until w- were chest-deep
in water that we heard the splashing of an inlet and
.15 +he draught. i

In a cave where there is always a way round, over,
under or through any obstacle, the way round Duckham's
Sump must be the perfect 'get-out'. There is a pull
up out of chest-deep water into a body sized oval in
the roof ;, 2 metres from where a small stream (Shrimp
Bone Inlet) empties through a drain pipe into Duckham's
Sump. Yo emerge in a narrow rift conducting a howling
draught. Shrimp Bone Inlet twists and winds and then
breaks into a sizeable sloping rift where the draught
reverses., An active inlet passage, obviously the con-—
tinuation of SBI emits a smaller mew draught , 4nd has
been followed for 700m without ending.

The augmented draught was followed across fallen
slabs : forming the floor of a sloping bedding cave,

A broad trench marks the entry of an active inlet
which falls 10m to sink in the mud floor. The inlet was
ignored as the hint of greater things was detected. The
left wall of the passage dropped away into blackness
and the throbbing of the main river slowly became a
reality. _

A 30m descent over chaotic breakdown and you land
back in Uzueka water. Of stream passage however there

is no sign, instead only a clearing in a massive
boulder fall allows access to the river at Rocky Horrer.

The weary team threaded its way over 100m into Rocky

Horror without serious opposition, The river continued
and so did the draught!

J.Cope
Conclusions ars future possibilities for the '4 valley

system!
At the moment, downstream Uzueka 'ends'only 200m
from the straight line joining Carcavueso and Cueva
Llueva. The connection should be achieved in '77 although
-+t Rocky Horror marks the entry to a fault zone running

for Armageddon.

The sump at the end of Carcavueso has yet to be
pushed, as has the sump in upstream Llueva, Another
look in the large passages before this sump in the latter
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cave is also necessary, as the tremendous draught in the
_entrance cannot be accounted for by the small breezes met
elsewhere in the cave,

The large sump downstream in Llueva should be an easy
dive, if the large and clear-watered passages in the phreatic
regions are anything to go by.

Secadura resurgence has only been looked at with mask
and snorkel, although it was said that boulders blocked
the way on.(Matienzo 1975 p.35)

Pushing trips in Uzueka in '77 will involve 15 hours hard
caving at a time and it is becoming desirable to either
camp or find ancother way in. The latter might be achieved
from Matienzo by digging in the draughting chokes of Emw-
boscados or Vecina (see area map and Matienzo 1975 P25 )s

or by finding the entrance to Jhrimp Bone Inlet.
: EE ok o e e e o i e e o

llotes on the dye test from Uzueka to Secadura

12th August . 1kg of flourescein put in Breen Choke, Uzueka,
14th August Detectors in Cueva Llueva and Secadura both
' negative,
17th August Dye visible in Duckhams Sump (5 days to travel
200m)
19th August Dye visible in Secadura.(Detector also positivel)
20th August Detectors in Cueva Llueva positive.

The detectors were activated charcoal in the toe end of
a pair of tights. The used charcoal was then boiled up
with methanolic XO0H to dissolwve the flourescein - the results

being brilliantly visible within half a mimute.
FHEREXRRXRELAHREEE RN AR HK®

Other passagrz.. were found in Uzueka and they will be
described later on, as they are of no direct signif-
icance to the 4 wvalley 1 :lo-un. '

Uzueka and.Llueva were mot the only pebbles on the expedit-
ions beach.and a number of other minor holes were dON€eveaes
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TORCA DEL RAYO DE SOL

It can be noticed from the Matienzo area map that
there is a large expense of limestone between Uzueka
and Cueva Llueva that has no known passage in it.
Deciding to do something about this, Lank, Worm, Ian
Hopley, wife and child jungle-bashed their way from
the entrance of Cueva Llueva around the side of the hill
into Secadura. About halfway towards the head of the
valley, they came across a dry stream bed and noticed
the tenmperature falling. Sure enough, a hole was found
on the right which was draughting out strongly. They dug
out a couple of boulders, leaving a rather tight, awkward
squeeze for John Naish and Lank to descend the following
day. After this tight section, the head of a Tm pitch was
reached wvhich dropped into a reasonably sized chamber -
big enough to swing a tiger in, if you were so inclined.
A beam of sunlight, coming in through another hole in
the roof, played over the floor of the chamber and gave
the cave ites name, Off to the left there was a flat out
crawl and then easier going until after 10m The exXplorers
reached & 15n drop., The ladderless pair had to retreat
with the draught blowing strongly past them,

A strong(?) MUSS team tackled the pitch on the next
day, finding the walls of it covered in mucky calcite.
At the bottom of the pitch, a 4m climb dropped down to
the floor of a rift. Paul wandered off 'downstream' while
the rest surveyed into the hillside., To start with the
cave appeared to be a breakdown chamber, but as further
progress was made, the true character of the cave re-
vealed itself ~ a fine example of a passage developed
along a fault hading at 209, The left hand wall was
shattered muddy rock with numerous boulders bridging
the fault and littering the flocor. The roof of the pass=
age was gradually lost to view as the explorers climbed
down the boulders which sloped into the lower reaches
of the fault. After 70m the left hand wall had become
more solid and & couple of very immature inlets were
noticed on this wall, 6cm wide and Tm high, presumably
having.been cut into the wall by water drippihg from the
roof high above. Just beyond this point, sideways
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shuffling brought the surveyors to the top a a mud bank
which dropped into the largest chamber of the cave, At the
far end of the chamber, the fault continued and Juan climbed
up the jammed boulders for 30m only to find the draughting
way on blocked.

This was a disappointment that couldn't be allowed, so
prowling around the chamber with a draught-testing cigar-
ette was necessary, Another draught was soon detected under
the right hand wall and a quick exploratiom on dimming
carbides, showed that it was worth returning for another
Ctrip.

The following day this occured, and a series of phreatic
chambers developed along joints parallel to the fault were
_explored, These chambers, Tm high im places, were connected
by low sandy crawls. Then after a complicated maze section,
the cave became less well developed im rifts with long
white roots poking through cracks in the roof. This area
of the cave was quickly surveyed and the team zoomed back
up to the bottom of the 4m climb to survey the other end
of the fault that Paul had been into two days previously.
Climbing down a total of 5m brought the four cavers into
a fine 15m high aven with clean washed cobbles on the floor.
The lowest part of the floor was examined to find where
the winter-time stream might go., This failed and so a low
crawl 3m up the left hand wall of the aven was pushed.

After flat out crawling the passage divided, the left
hand branch developing intc a 10ft climb down into a pass-
age which stopped almost immediately at a blamk wall and
a 6inch wide rift in the floor. The main passage continued
as sideways crawling to a part that was too low (although
this will be dug out in the future).

Total length of this geologically interesting cave is
730m and the total depth 52m. A small resurgence O¢75km
down valley, which might be associated with the cave, means
that further pushing is necessary,

' J.S.Corrin

Gemg from the Ing Book
"This girl frightens me - she's trying to chat me up and

my legs are shaking" (A4 certaim BSC member at Riva fiestal)

"Tt comes to something when you put your hand in your

hair and pull out two copulating ants" (An unkempt MUSS mam)
.
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TORCA DEL SOMO

At the top of the hill overlooking La Vega and the
entrance to Cueva del Aqua¥ Torca del Somec is a large
depression containing an open shaft that was spotted in
1975. This year, small parties explored the cave over
two days as it required the enlarging and desce ding of
a pitch in the cave,

The entrance shaft drops straight over some precar-
iously poised boulders to a ledge at -15n, This was
followed by another at -24m and the bottom is reached.
at =31m., The shaft is an enlarged rift and the botton,
as may be expected, is a scree slope down a chanber
“about 4m wide. At the bottom there is no continuation
in the floor, but a narrow passage to the right leads
(after some short climbs) to the head of a 23m pitch.
The top of this is narrow and sharply fretted = the rock
bing’ véfy crystalline and friable. However after about
8r1 one energes in a fine chamber and lands on a level
gravel patch, The ¢ amber contains a floor of boulders
that are stal'ed over and there is no way down thrdugh
except in one corner where a natural shaft through the
£i111 (looking very much like a cave digl) drops a
further 10n and blocks, To the left at the bottom of the
pitch is a massive boulder slope that almost certainly
is a continuation of the entrance rift.

No further passages were found but the potential of
" the area demands attention - the cave is over Renada
but 400m higher, The only problen is its distance from
the nearest road which makes walking very difficult
in hot weather.

N.Dibben (DCC)

References--
The 1974 and '75 British Bxpedito n Reports to Mati
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CUEVA DE BASURA (Rubbish Dump Cave)

_This cave was partially explored in 1975 (Matienzo '75
p28,34 ref:17) and in 1976 we explored to the sane point
and then pushed on down two further crawls. These blocked
or becane too low for further: progress. '
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The entrance is on a beénd in the Riano road opposite
the house that uses it -as a rubbish dunp. The entrance
slope is a revolting pile of festering rubbish entering
a fairly large chamber where ‘the floor is mostly nassive.
boulders with gaps and holes hetween, Behind the chanber,
the passages leads to a circular hall with a depression in
the floor containing a Tn blind pitch. Alongside this is
another circular chanmber with doned roof and floor, in=-
pressively decorated by stalactites and stalagnites.
Leading off from the first round chamber is a low crawl
to an area of roof collapse and from here on the passage
is flat roofed and about 2,5n wide, The floor is collapsed
roofing material of the same crystalline type as the en-
trance to Uzueka, the Crossover Crawl and the chossy slahs
beyond Green Choke.

At the end, a short dig broke upwards into a continuation
of the crawls on 2 parallel headings, although both ended
after only 1Bm. A way on could possibly be engineered, but
the nature of the passage and the proximity of the surfaoce
are neither encouraging to further exploration. (But one
never knows!)

N.Dibben (DCC)
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CUEVA BLEGANTE (Cueva de Churro)

In 1975, Stuart Davey explored this cave at the end
" of a days activity and found a strean passage leading to
a sunp and an overhead dry series. A return was made the
next day but sore locals forbade'any caving because of
pollution to the water supply taken from the entrance.

So this year Baz raised a small tean (Geoff Standing,
_Len Gee,*Nigel Dibben) and went over to try again. But it
was not to be. Again we were told not to foul the supply
and .so we retreated up the hill to try and find Davey's
draughting hole. There are various depressions and one or
two ninor caves up the hill and one particularly large onee

where- the valley has cut into the roof of an old strearway.
This cave has not so far been explored but it will need a
10 ladder for entry.

Returning to the car at the entrance of Elegante we

found another local who secmed a lot keener to explore the
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cave and not only agreed that we could go in but joimed
us for the first few netres, complete with lamp and a
pair of Baz's trousers.,

Exploration showed a strearn cave running for about
200 into the hill but ending in a low section "(20-30cm)
with a couple of ducks (10cm and SQm)”before a deep blue
final sump where we stopped. Geoff explored an upper
passage that cut across the meandering streamwaj and
ended in another sump, but at a higher level. As Geoff
and Len had explored as far-as the first sump (referred
to as.such by Stuart the further reaches were'entered
by way of the dry overhead series.

When we got out of the cave; our local friend had gome
but soon returned with anotlier who lived just up (sic)
the road and took a water supply from the cave. Think-
ing that we had fouled up his water supply (which we had )
we tried to hide behind ignorance of the language.

What transpired though ws that the water supply only
reabhed to the lower;floor of ‘his house (the cattle
shed) and not to his living quarters. We were asked

how ruch head.we could put on the supply and were told
to return the next day at 12.30 to shift the water pipe.
We were promised a fine feed in return.

‘So"hext day we duly arrived at 1.30 to find no people
around but a length of black -pipe snaking across the field
below the cave entrance. The plumbef had arrived!

We soon changed and got into the cave to find the

- plunmber and pipe 50m in the cave at the first cascade,
The pipe was already Schred but only inm of head had
been added so Nigel went forward and found another 2m
and moré of cascade after a deep canal and eventually
“"the explorers footsteps of the day before, Where was the
first sunp?, Fortunatély it turncd out that there was
no such sump and the pipe was soon pulled in and secured
in another. pool giving a good 3n more head to the supply.
The'100n we had pulled in no longer reached the entrance
S0 plﬁmbing was left for another day but the meal was
confirmed for the following Satﬁrday. _

Come Saturday, Pete Smith (who had taken Baz's place
on the second visit) and the DCC went back over to get
the paynent pronmised. We seemed to be a bit early, for
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our host turned out when we arrived but disappeared for
‘another half hour to erierge later in clean clothes and beret,
We took him down to his local bar and after a couple of
s¥rong white wines, found that we were going to eat there
when the plumber and our friend of the first day arrived.
It turned out that the plumbér was the local squire as he
not only drove a IWB Landrover but also owned the bar we
were in, Ranone, the other guest, was clearly the lbcal
piss-head - he had a knack for sneaking down drinks while
no-one was looklngb

A superb five course meal folloeed with plenty of booze,
- -after which we returned our host to his house and,as the
rain .had begun, we were looking forward to getting back
to Matienzo., No chance - the plumber arrived in his old
grots and it turned out that the water supply was not yet
working,., Nigel chanbed and joined the plumber in the cave
to get the water running through the new pipe and to see
the new and old pipes joined. After quite sqme time and
no few worries water did get'through and we were allowed
to see the results in the well laid out kitchen in our
hosts house where he now had water, The pluﬁblnt had been
.im.a year or so withour any water.

We finished the day with another coffee and cognac and
as the time was now about Tpn we departed, leaving we
hope sone satisfied locals. :
N,Dibben (DCC)

HHE AKX AL AR E XA EXFEHF XXX NN
LA CAVADA

One of the nain aims of this years expeditiom was to in-
vestigate areas near to Matienzo which had not bheen looked
at before, One of the areas visited was La Cavada, Near
to the village of the sane name was found a large river bed
continuing past the sink to end 30ft on at an open 8ft x 4ft
high cave entrance, : '

The tean of five zoomed in om a solitary electric, but
where three passages branched off, Pete was elected chief
explorer and the rest camne out using a cigarette lighter,
Pete returned half an hour later commenting: "Six hundred
feet of passage and still going." The presuned resurgence
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at the head of a steep valley was ﬁhen'looked at and
appeafed to be open. Nearby at the head of a tributary
valley were several walking sized entrances,

It was not until the Llueva craze had died down that
these caves were looked at again, Juan and Eddy being
charged with the task,.The nmain cave beyond the sink
was looked at first,

The 10ft wide passage sloped ‘down from the entrance
so that an upright stance was soon obtalned. At 2 places
near the 1st. juncticn, the sirean was seen_flowing down thin,
10ft deep JOlnts in the floor - progress at stream level
would not be possible. The main way on continued as a
succession of chambers and stoops - the floor being
sand and mud with the odd boulder., Eighty metres from
the entrance a 15ft climb up boulders and then down
agaln lead te another chamber. The only way out was down
a 3ft high, inward draughting bedding plane with, in

~__places, a calecite floor and columns, Two hundred feet
later a Junctlon was met but both asideways uhuffje-81zed
ways joined. at a Yorkshire type passage about 6ft Liigh,
1£t wide and a boot-trapping trench in the floor. Three
foot deep water at the end was avoidead by crawling
around to the left and then a short walk brought the
pair to the head of a 17ft climb. This was made easy

by there being a sloping crack down one side, The way
out was under a rock arch and from then on the bagsage
became boulder floored and eventually choked, although
the draught continued up a rift in the roef, Eddy slithered
and . slipped vp here, but again the way on choked. The
river had not been seen since just inside the entrance,

The pair then exited and surface surveyed their
way over to the resurgence. The main water issued from
a 6ft high cave perched on shales 10ft above the valley
bottom. The 10 minutes spent priming carbides was not
worth the effort és_the cave sumped after 20ft. The small
toncrete dam at the entrance did'nt help of course, but B
even if this was demolished the way on would still pro- 7
bably be touch-and-go, '

The large entrances at the head of the tributary
valley were then looked at, All were connected together
and various crawls were pursued until they closed down.

¥

S



Throughout the whole 600ft or so of passage there were
the remains of bonfires and, scrawled over the decaying
calcite floor was the Spanish equivalent of 'Kilroy was
here',

La Cavada had proved. itself rather a disappointment,
However a large rift type resurgence with a goodly
sized river is about 2km away and this, when looked at
in '77 should be pursued into the hill beyond the
out of-depth limit reached this year,

e : J.S.Corrin
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Metienzo '76 Expedition - Conclusion and thanks

A good deal more original exploration was done than
has been detailed above. Notably zbout five hundred metres
of maze was found in Riano 1 (see the Matienzo 1974 -
Report 'p.19). One tape was left in this region of the
cave and when the surveyors came back to look for ift,
they were unable to find it! Also a number of inlets
were surveyed in Uzueka although none went for any great
length The prosects for 1977 look good with the maim
aim being the superb possibility of the Uzueka - Llueva -~
CarcavuéSO - Secadura systems being linked together and
perhaps entranc.cs being found in all four valleys.

This years expedltlon was helped by a grant towards
travelling expenses of £120 from the Sports Council %o
whon we are gra‘teful

For the last few years, Rebone-Chesterman have supplied
us with tapes which have been used to destruction.

On this occasion were given three 30m open reel tapes

and one 100m open reel tape. This type proved to be

good for muddy surveying as they could. easily belwashed.
4 useful design feature was the hole where the free end
of the handle slipped in. A karabiner slipped in here
and .onto the belt provided a convenient means of carrying
the tape. Our thanks to Rabone~Chesterman.

Copies of the 1974 and 1975 Matienzo Expedition Reports
are available from; E.hcland, Sprint Mill, Burneside,
Kendal, Westmorland.
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La Cavada

5.0 SANTANDER
‘WVWW Surveyed to BCRA Grade Sc
Aug.'76  MUSS
. resu{?ance
~ “\“i ) A 8 ¢ b £ E ¢ CROSS SECTIONS
~ S " 0 20m
e ol - D > TS Q @ @ Q ......
e
: ~
~
e
~
~
S
r N mag
-
‘/
)/,
’,’ “~ _ presumed
! ~~ water
climb —4m ™ ~. flow
~
T climb +4-8m
50m

i p "
PLAN 7

|

- I/’,

o ’)/‘:‘,—‘\ ‘-._‘__ _,J/
N o e T ey

entrance










|
)
|
|
.
W, -
Wy
|
|
)
i
i
j
|
'
|
s |
|
i il

v
N
_ A,

i



