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"EXPEDITION _ 1971

The 1971, annual M.U.S.S. c¢xpedition again visited Spain. The

- purposc of tho cxpedition was to continuc the speological
r._c;vcplo1:':14.51'.0:1 of the valley of lMatienzo, in thc province of
Santandor, which had been started by the: 1970 M.U.S.S. expcdition:
This is o totally cncloscd valley, end thus the river that drains
it sinks, ot o placc callcd Carcavucso, in the bottor of the
vallcy, to rusurge about 5 km.away at San Misucl The 1970
expédition had discovcrcd an cntrance ncar the sink which led to
500 ft. of passagec which reached the main drain, but they could not
continue duc to 2 boulder chulke in the strecam. The pushing of this

cave was our top priority.
Sounds good docsn't it? - This is what really happencd eee

Yo sct out from Manchester on 3lst. July in a "yery rcliable"
Ford Thamcs van. In fact there were no signs of trouble for six
hours when, passing through Oxfordshire, wec ground to o halt. A
quick change of cylindcr hcad gaskct by the roadsidce had us on
our wvay again.

By the cvening uf the 4th. we just made Southampton in timc
to be the 1last vchicle on the boat. Onc night on thc boat, the
ncxt ncar Bordcaux and Spain was in sight. The border crossing
had a delectcrious cffect on the intcrnal workings of our
transjort. Diagnosing broken valve springs, we had the vchicle
towcd back to France wherc the garages were not effcctgd by the
sioéﬁa. Phrce festecrous days ond an infinity of bordcr
crossings later, we pickcd up the van again.

Mcanwh ilc we had hircd o Chrysler from .o garage, this

being the 1arg03t vehicle availsble. Unfortunatcely, although
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an c;pgdition can fit into a Chryrslecr, the fact that the body wﬁrk
is only 3" off tho ground, makes lifc very difficult as was
. expericnced 1éaviﬁg the garage. Transport-less, we stayed in
Irun. i : % |

On thc.iOth., with high hopcs again, we sct out. Within five
miles rattlos,.black smoke, salad cream in the oil, gloom, despd T,
stroppy tcmpers, football in a garage forecourt, wherc shall we gb
to? What to do? - Bilbao m d the boat ferry. _ | '

Dctermined to cnjoy our holiday, we abandoned our scemi-mobile
Imachine at the ferry tcerminal and, after two days camping on a
Spanish rubbish tip, sct off on Spanish public trm sport.

By %rain we got to Ramales de la ﬁictoria. Limestone at last!
And caves. Giganiic holes in the mountain side. In all we spent
5 days aroung Ramales, in which tinme we visited most of the large
caves in the volley above the town aud Stcve got a réputation for
wvearing tortillias.- ( For those intcrested.in demonstrating
cookery, it is not good practice to “oss tortillias with a
frying pan with a hinged haudle ! )

The larggstlcavo in the immcdiate arca is .Cucva de Cullevera,
8 km»., long, 5ut like all othér Spanish caves, which have
. prehistoric drawings in them, this cave can only be cntered if
one first obtains the key.

Ye did however visit Cucva del Muro, a cave with an imprdssivo
cntrance sct half-way up a sheer cliff-face, with 2 giddy path
over to it which makes Victoria cave look:like a chip .out of the
rock, a cave whigh it rescmbles from. outside appcarm1ce;

On the 1éth§, the great day arrived and we accomplised the
last part of the jourmey to Mrotienzo. At this time we were
approximately 14 days bchind scheduleo We a1 ickly ro—ostd:liﬂled
our links wtth the pcople at the bar and put our tents up on the
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common land under the oak trees. The next five days were enjoyably
spent learning how to play pasa=bola, indulging in the cheap red
wine (IEpts!), lying in the sun, or rain and also loads of caves.

e visited most of the large caves in the valley, Cueva del Agua,
Cofresnedo and Cueva Quenta. We reopened the sink to the main river
cave (Carcavueso) which had been blocked by flood debris and managed
to find a way through the boulder choke at the end. The main passage
was followed for 500' until the cave ended in a large deep lake.
Since we only had corbide lighting the passingof this obstacle was
left for another day. (8ee Rog's letter following)

On the 20th Dave Grey and Jane arrived having had a certain
amount of trouble with their car!... Ilfany a pleasant hour was SPeﬁt
with them festering either in the bar ar at the campsite. It was in
doing just this one day that a local farmer came walking pést the
tents carr&ing a large sack over his shoulder, from which loud squeals
were emanating} Suddenly, out of one of the corners of the Saék, a
piglets nose cppecred, folloged by the rest of its hend. The sqﬁenling
stépped. Jith a quick look round him to see if the coast was clear
the little porker seized his moment, leapt to the ground and made
a dash for it. With a shout, the farmer, followed hot foot by several
english cavers, made close puruit. With our experience of Yorkshire
sheep stalking we had no trouble in retrieving the benst and returning
it to its owner. A pity really, as there was probably bacon for
breakfast the next morning for one family in Matienszo.

On the 22nd we left Matienzo, having spent two weeks getting
there 4t scemed n good idea to leave at least o week to get back in.
Prom Bilbao we ~11l made our scperate ways back. Lank oand Hill& taking
the van on the ferry the rest hitching from Irun. -

411 in a1l it is advisable to go on on'expedition! with a
vechile one can repair. In England we never dreamed of taking a spare
cylinder block with us. We did little new caving of any gsignificance
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but one can get some sort of wry satisfaction out of the fact that
little'more could'go_wrong. Praises be to 5star R.A.C. travell

Bill Beardmore
Steve Lenartowitsz

IO IENIMINEITEINNEnN I n

“Rog set off for S.Africa soon after our return and said he
would visit Carcohueso if possible on the way,the following is part
of a letter.

"Well we got down Carcavueso, Chris ,Noddy and I went down on
thursday, Brian was going to come with us but couldn't get through the
squeeze. In my usmwal forgetful manner I couldn't remember Bills
description of his route apart from little bits and pieces. Anyway
we went off down the right hand passage off the big chamber near thé
entrance which turns through I80 degrees into a descending rift. This
drops down into a phreatic region where I followed a very wect crawl
for about I50' and gave up, no draught. Back up the rift at the top
is a large bedding plane about I5' across. Through this we foﬁnd a
wide rift passage blocked a2t both ends and o crawl which Chris went
up a ldng wdy but reckoned it was going uphill. ¥e Teturned td the
big chamber near the entrance and went up the left hand passage right
to the ¢nd and spent some time messing about in the boulder cho%e.
Chris and ﬁoady eventnally found the way down to the stream and Chris
and I went down to the upstream sump and had a grot about in the
boulders; Then Noddy found the carbide marks showing the way down past
the boulder choke and I went stecaming off ‘down the passage in the
water which énds in a dead low bedding plane. Anyway we decided to
call it a day as I was getting v. cold and tired and Noddy's torch
was packiﬁg up. Got mﬁcho pisscdo in the bar that night, ﬁlaying
pontoon, tﬁe winner of each hand having to drink a short. Ye had t&
play until everyone hed -on once and I seemed to have a winning streak

that night with many shorts and litres of wine.
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Anyway recovered sufficiently next day to pluck up enthusiasm
but Chrié reckoned he wasn't up to it., Brian said he'd have another
go at the squeeze but still couldn't get through and he was really
trying hard. In tke face of such cnthusiosm Noddy and I with the
help of a piecce of wood mancaged to remove the constriction and Brian
got through. We found fﬁF hlgh lcvel chamber over the point I reached
the day before and éot'¥nto the -:éﬁfw1dérstreﬂm pﬂss“gu_;ékalghww
impressive. Eventually reached the lake 80' long we reckoned. ‘Tith o
touch of the Casterets I stripped off down to the waist, my trousers
were p.w.t. anyway and plunged in,muy frio! Got to thc end of the
lake to find no way on. Theres a slight hint of a passage but ifts
all completcly filled with mud and no floor to stand on. 4 good
place for a dive. Still not managed to trace the draught. There's o
passage off to the right beforc you get to the lake which kight be
worth a look at, as well as the two crawls I mentioned previously.
Therc might be a high level route over the lake but unlikely, the
chamber that the lokes in is quite h igh.

Had a chat with the locals about the cave and the flooding
problem in Matienzo. This bloke wanted to drive a tunnel into the
cave to help the flood water subside and said he'd take us to some
flood sinks. Ncedless to say we went straight to Cacavucso. I went
into the cave and into a high level inlet in the big chamber necar the
entrance, (just on the riéht as you enter the chamber; about 7ft.
above the floor). You could shout through to the s urface and the
othcrs got digging but a big log preventcd us from getting in. The
bloke wanted to get I00 litres of petrol and burn off .all the drift
wood and then enlargc the entrance with czplosives. Then he said
could I take him in the cave, so we equipped him with a cell and
helmct and I took him down. He shot through the cntraonce squeeze and
we went all the way to the upsream sump. I was morec puffed than he

was when we got out, and he gocs on to say he's 60! EHc then showed
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us Cucva de las Cosas which took him an hour to find. Its 2 hole

in the rock face which is the top of a I00' slopc down to the floor

of a vast chambér full of stal, 30' columns etc. a bit like Cueva
Orraca. He was very improssod with BEnglish drinking habits and another
of the locals told us about onc of Bradford P.C. who was rezally

pissed one night 2nd went staggering off down the road singing oand
Ealling over."

Rog has written in other letters of also doing some caving
in fhe Ruwenzori Ronge in the Congo paying 80p entrence fee they
cxplorcd 8kms of cave and there are a reported 28 other caves in the
arca. After breaking numcrous springs,difs cete. the have now rcached
8. A. and Rog is caving with the local club. This scems to be small

and mainly of ex Y.R.C. membersi
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