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Log Book report by Jon Whiteley — 12/04/06 o™

Checking out entrances and 2 known but not fully recorded sites on the hill side.

Known sites but not fully recorded were: Cueva Subterranea and Cueva d i
_ : el Co :
for these sites are available from Les Williams. L

/ Photographs in file “Subterraneaarea060412—Jon Whiteley” for Cueva del
P1010022 and P1010025 to P1010026 ’ : . SR

Photographs in file “Subterraneaarea060412-Jon Whiteley”
x P1010641 s y” for Cueva Subterranea are P1010027 to

Other sites recorded are:

: - . . /
(W ,V% Slip Rift Cave 0454715 4795285 Altitude: 427m. Photographs P1010€11 and P1010012. These show

P ad the same Slip Rift from two different angles, this rift d i i i
7 ; rops vertically for 2. 5metres and
may be 1729:cave as shown on the mapping. Y e

Photographs in File: “Subterraneaarea060412-D Cooke”, three photographs give the general

information; Photographs: 2831 to 2833. this cave is found a

%}\ Side Shaft Cave. Open shaft in side of cliff appears at 0454551 4795398 Altitude: 419m. See
Al e
;I/% : itr]e base of the cliff on ledge. The cave is

accessed by fraversi

entgred by climbing 4 metres up into the cave, above his head the entrance rose to 8 metres and short
horizontal development gave 4 metres length.

Co_Hapsed area of ground w?ih water washed limestone at rear edge. 0454337 4795847 Altitude: 461m,
o This degressuqn was foun_d in the general area of “1 83:Shaft&Collapse” as shown on the mapping
L"& information, this collapse is not definitely the one searched for, although after a through i

Lpg Book report by Jon Whiteley — 15/04/06 S
i

Trackside Cave - 0452098 4800242 Alt: 170m @

Team: Jon Whiteley, Charlie Chambers, Nigel Ohlson, Dave Cocke, Paul “Footleg” Fretwell and Caroline Fretwell

The plan was to rig the pitch spotted by Lank on the 14" and also to survey the entire cave. The team for the day assembled
and headed off to Trackside cave. Caroline was not joining us trackside instead she went prospecting around the area and
discovered a couple more possible leads.

On arriving at Trackside the team spiit, with Jon and Nigel going to bolt and rig the cave whilst Charlie took the survey
instruments, Paul the tape end and Cookie the Notepad. Paul was also photographing the action and the cave.

The cave is entered through a small muddy hole in the bank of the track, dropping down into a chamber with some stall in the
roof, immediately you climb up over boulders entering a crawl with sharp crystals and broken calcite on the floor, following this
crawl brings you to a cross rift, which is at an angle to the passage your in, straight across at this junction and a window
appears in front of you, prior to going through the window, there are two bolt placements in the passage on the left, one in the
roof and the other in the wall high up, these give a “Y” hang from where you can pass through the window and on to a sloping
floor with and bolt placement on the left hand wall, a sloping traverse out to the pitch head is now possible on sharp crystal
walls, at the pitch head a single bolt gives a reasonable hang. If this route becomes well used then a second bolt placement to
the right of the pitch head bolt will give a quality free hang. Dropping down the pitch, the pitch swings.around a comer to the
left (when looking back at the traverse) and a re-belay is required, a sling was placed around a flake of rock, 6 metres above
the base of the pitch., The bottom of the pot was now reached and it was found to be blind. On closer inspection there are two
possible leads both needing digging. The base of the pot is on an East / West heading. At the Eastem end a small draught
was noticed coming through a small two inch diameter hole in the soft mud floor, the western end is under and overhang with
straws in the roof and alsc has a soft mud floor. The draught at the entrance on the 15" was hardly noticeable at the entrance
compared to when Jon Whiteley and Harry Long stood at the entrance on the 14", the air temperature on the 14" was 23

degrees and the air temperature just inside the entrance was 12 degrees. Also on the 14" there was enough draught at Riafio
1 to visible move leaves and vegetation. i

Footleg got very arty with some of his photographs during the trip, but the results were worth the hard work.

Once the survey team had completed their work in the multitude pf small cross rifts in the upper section and had surveyed to
the head of the pitch, they also dropped the shaft. '

With regards to possible digging at the base of the pitch | believe that a return visit when the air temperature is much higher
may confirm this lead or a return visit when there has been/is reasonable levels of water and then at this time stir the mud up
and see it wash open clear stomping size passage............
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12" April 2006. Les Williams, Andy Morse, Jon Whiteley, Dave Cooke

Walk to Cuveva del Concebo (Matienzo 12), general mooch around the area and to find a
reported cave with a door over the entrance. A pleasant sunny day.

GPS 001 (30 T 454664 4795331) standing over the top of Cuveva del Concebo. GPS 002
(30 T 454637 4795321) standing in the entrance to Cuveva del Concebo. Photos
IMG_2812 — approaching, IMG_2824 / IMG 2825 / IMG_2830 - looking out,
IMG_2826- IMG2828 — Goat skeleton, IMG 2829 — Almost the end.

24T
GPS 2M SHAFT (30 T 454867 4795242) possibly Matienzo 1729 2m shaft blo%?b};
stones. No discernable draft. IMG_2822 — Entrance, IMG_2823 — Entrance and context.

GPS 003 (30 T 454550 4795401) Hole in cliff face, climb up 3m to enter. Goes in a
further 3m. Also rises vertically for Sm to a higher exit in the cliff face. IMG 2813/
IMG_2814/IMG_2815 — Entance, @ — See TWLEL, vepd
©olq
GPS 004 DOOR CAVE. (30 T 454505 4795622) Having consulted Juan this turns ou
be Cueva Subterranea (Matienzo 29) Rotten wooden door and old bedstead protects
entrance to low, wide chamber used for herding goats. There is an impressive dry stone
wall at the back built to prevent the goats going further. A climb to the right over a bit of
old fencing gains entry to a big lower chamber. Very well decorated with flowstone and
aging stalactites. There was a lake. All very photogenic. It was worth the climb up the
hill. IMG_2834 — 2840 — Entrance and approach.

GPS 005. 2M TUBE. (30 T 454644 4795645) Alcove not worth recording. IMG 2845 —
Entrance, IMG 2846 — Entrance and context. '

GPS 004 (30 T 454102 4795505) 1m passage under water worn rock. Almost full of soil.

IMG_2851 / IMG_2852 ~ Entrance and context. @ @

Other images: ¥
IMG_2813-IMG 2821 — Panorama of Matienzo valley.
IMG_2841-IMG_2844 — Vultures circling.

IMG_2847, IMG_2848 — Vultures nest with single egg. Scared the sh!t out of me as |
came across the nest and the surprised mother flew off.

All images and report by Dave Cooke




14" April 2006. Lank Mills, Harry Long, Jon Whiteley, Nigel Ohlson, Charlie Chambers,
Dave Cooke

Cueva del Tesoro (Matienzo 1053)

The plan was to investigate the cave, especially the pit. The team went equipped for digging.
Lank took us on a rather unpleasant tour through gorse and brambles before finding the cave
since we left the road too soon. The easiest approach is to leave the road 13 sections up from
where the crash barrier ends. The cave is found 20m straight into the scrub. The treasure pit is in
the large passage to the side of the main entrance. IMG_2881, IMG_2885, IMG_2886,
IMG_2891) It is approximately 15ft deep and clearly man made. There are holes for stemples.
The best theory for its existence is that it is 2 mine for iron oxide nodules. Lank found several
upon digging. I traversed across the pit to find piles of rodent bones, probably carried in as the
prey of some bird of prey. IMG_2857, IMG_2869, IMG_2871, IMG_2872). The end of the cave
is choked with a mud and stone conglomerate (IMG_2883, IMG_2884). Nigel noticed some fine
examples of bear scratching on the wall (IMG_2888). Since there was no prospect of a successful
dig we had lunch (IMG_2893, IMG_2896). The main entrance only a few metres away
(IMG_2904, IMG_2905) had several points of interest. There was much organic growth on the
walls some vividly coloured blue-green (IMG_2901) and some pink (IMG_2906, IMG_2908,
IMG_2909). Some sort of algal colony or maybe lichen. I also spotted some sticky globules that
some creature was using to catch flys IMG_2910, IMG_2912, IMG_2916). There was also a fine
pictogram (IMG_2903). '

Harry’s Hole (Matienzo 2416)

Mean while Harry had been prospecting further down the hill. He found a small hole being used
as a wood store at the back of a small lemon tree orchard (IMG_2918, IMG_2920). Charlie
crawled in despite the spiders and declared it to finish afier 3 body lengths.

Cueva De Riano (Matienzo 105)

The group moved on with a plan to dig open the entrance to Cueva De Riano which has become
silted up over time (IMG_2921). On amval it became apparent that a new track had been
constructed (IMG_2923).

Letterbox Cave (Matienzo 2417) '

On following the track we soon spotted Letter Box Cave, named after the shape of its entrance
(IMG_2924). A short flat out crawl leads to a stand up chamber at the back of which is a slot that
leads to a cross rift. The end of the rift is soon blocked. At the bottom of the rift there is a flat out
crawl into a drafting passage that soon becomes to low (IMG_2925-2929, 2931, 2933).
Trackside Hole (Matienzo 2418)

Further up the track Lank had spotted another small drafting hole. A spade quickly enlarged the
entrance and we were in. A series of dry and dusty joint controlled passages leads to an eyehole
over a pitch. We had no gear to bolt the pitch, so a return is required. IMG_2935 Lank in the
entrance chamber. IMG_2946 Lank exploring. IMG_2948, IMG_2938 passage. IMG_2939 the
pitch, IMG_2937 attractive and delicate fretwork. IMG 2941 gypsum crystals,

All images and report by Dave Cooke
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19/4/06 . =
Penny, Juan , Phil, Hilary walk from Peter Plummet in San Miguel up to the col between San Miguel and Ogarrio, (looked
down on Ogarrio) passing some sites of interest on the way. Juan and Phil into site 001,

Phil to sites 2, 3, 4 and Juan to site 5.

GPS 1: Cave in depression off track. Stooping entrance to 10m long chamber that appears to close in at back. Animal lair )
but needs further investigation with an oversuit.

Gps2 pic gps in pic: .5 x .3m cave 2m long dig no draught by small bush jnear fence line

Gps3: cave walk in slot to low crawl to bigger cave with stal not explored pic ent with bag and one inside 5m+

GPS4: shaft covered in boulders about 3m deep but not explored or uncovered. Pic hilary above ent

GPS 5: Above the obvious hole on the hillside to the east of thre track. An open cave that needs investigating.

PP & JC

Plot of 060419CobrantesPP.txt  23/04/2008 15:35:57
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Subj: news

Date: 23/04/2006 19:01:15 Romance Daylight Time
From: artcaves@yahoo.es

To: uzueka@aol.com

refok

Hallo Juan, did the round trip yesterday trying to dodge a car rally but not succeeding. Went to Arronte and
Aquanaz (positve but not so strong as before) got to Idiots bar and road to Secadura was closed for the rally.
Detoured through Riano and up gravel road to back of Fuente Las Varas. Had some lunch and returned to
Secadura but again the whole of Secadura was blocked for the rally. Had to wait for hour and a half watching

cars go up the hill, wow, got the detector at 7 o’clock. Again the water was high and our long string was most
useful. Will return Thursday to retrieve all. Had too many blancos with Bobby today. lan
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H SOFTWARE NAME & VERSION 2
| GPSU 4.15 REGISTERED to "Juan Corrin’ \_//
S DateFormat=dd/mmiyyyy
S Units=M, M
5 SymbolSet=7
H R DATUM
ME  European 1979 029  -2.5100000E-02 -1,4192700E-05 86 98 -119
H COORDINATE SYSTEM
U UTMUPS
F ID—-- Zne Easting Northing Symbol------- il O _Altfm) Comment
W WPT023 30T 4523894800553  Default 4467 | ED3%  328.0SMALL DRAFTING RESURGENCE
W WPTD24 30T 4524074800543 ¢  Default 24£8 | E%53 329.0SMALL SINK
W WPTD25 30T 4523554800536  Default 2469 | Elai  316.02M DIAMETER SINK HOLE WITH BAGS OF ANIMAL BONES
W WPTD28 30T 4525024800297 «  Default 210 | EZ%  275.0HOLE UNDER TREE AT FIELD BOUNDARY
W WPT027 30T 4523794800592 <  Default 2471 | £ 53 329.0 1M DIAMETER HOLE HIDDEN IN BRAMBLES WITH COOL AIR BUT NO DRAFT
W WPT028 30T 4527324800339  Default 23721 EZ91  288.0SHAFT POSSIBLY 1428 ANDY MORSE HAS PHOTOS
W WPT029 30T 4527034800308~  Default L4 731 E 285 280.0CAVE ANDY MORSE HAS PHOTOS
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‘Subj: gps coords and pics _. =
Date: 30/04/2008 20:56:25 Romance Daylight Time A

From:  nuclear@omicbomb1 fsnet.co.uk Je (e DL)

To: Uzueka@aol.com

Juan

30 T 0452729 @
4801263
body size tube leading into hillside, phreatic in nature.
Located at base of rock outcrop..
There are a few more smaller holes along this outcrop unworthy of gps.
No photo.
Area torno hillside

0452754 1%
4801124 L

A small surface stream way, some of which originates out of a sewer pipe up valley, sinks into stream floor,
no obvious sign of even creating a cave.

The stream bed continues dry suggesting that during periods of high rainfalliwater levels, the sink cannot take
all the water.

No photo.

Valley next to el torno possible over one of the inlets

0453127 .
4801204 WIS

Dead carcuss cave.

Situated about half way between fresnedo and torno.in the tree line surrounding the edge of some meadow.
Allegedly used by the locals in the past to dispose of there dead animals, and obviously no longer in usé for
this purpose because its illegal and a lorry comes around to collect the dead animals... .. pinoccio. .. ..

See from the enclosed pic, it's a large entrance with a visible 3m x3m passage way leading of around a
corner..

It may be possible for the brave hearted and naszlly challenged to walk straight down a steep slope of
questionable composition into the cave below. Some clever rigging bolting and traversing (from a tree out of
pic) would possibly avoid the need to...soil ones boots...

Pics 09 and 014 from attatched.

0453342 2{5?

4801031

A narrow rift of unknown depth, 100ft upslope from the stream bed, only made visible by the fact the farmer
had fenced around an outcrop in the middle of this grassy slope, to protect his livestock from harm.

On closer inspection its quite over grown and narrow, and a little bit drippy.
See pic 03,04 and 05 enclosed

0453303 /4 1%
4800954
again not a cave as such more of interest, this is where the stream sinks in the bed up valley from fresnedo.

Once again there is nothing obvious to suggest a cave entrance, and the stream bed continues dry but flows
in high rainfall/water levels..
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20/04/06 Rianio area H.Long

1). Shaft covered with large rocks (care needed when removing them!) in side of a
narrow re-entrant into the hillside, just below the change from grass to jungle. It was
taking a trickle of water, had a good echo and was draughting out very strongly on a

warm day. Depth about 5 metres. A good prospect.
0452624 . 4799531 alt. 277m

2). Up-valley and on opposite bank from walled cave entrance (Feb 086 site no. not
known - Juan). At top of grass slope is dig into sloping undercut under rock outcrop.

Slight draught on a warm day. 4 1L80
0452767. 4799392 alt. 304m (24

3). Up on left side of valley (true) fairly near top of slope in area of large boulders. A
5 metre slope down ends in a blind, silt floored chamber. This may only be a collapse
under a tremendous fallen block but the sloping roof shows clear signs of water
action. Also, it is within about 20 metres of the presumed position of the top of The

Astradome in Hoyuca. P
0452694 . 4799355 alt. 313m (24! )




Haven't given you a quick write-up of Famous 5, Aquanez and Hole in 'road
from Easter. CESES S

Famous 5 - boulder choked rift through sump was examined but requires a
hammer to get through. Boulders were removed from the left of where the
stream appears in the main passageway and dived feet first for about 20-25m
whereupon I appeared near kit-up corner having missed the main water flow.
Need wetter conditions to allow silt to flow in order to find the main way

on underwater.

Aquanez - last sump was dived and came up into an airbell. Rock was chipped
away which allowed further progress for about 5m but leads directly under
the boulder choke so not that promising. Best way on appears to be above
the choke.

Also hole in the road, the sump that blocks the way on to the new
passageway appears to be a standing one. Therefore may go down next time
I'm there with a pony and line the way on with a rope so that if it floods

a free-dive may be possible. Also may be able to attack the climb up at the
choke with a drill or scalling poles even in wet conditions.

Mark Smith (Killer)
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MATIENZO CAVES PROJECT



