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Re: Matienzo Easter

Subj:

Date:  03/05/2000 22:57:18 GMT Daylight Time e < SRS =4 SRS B
From: info@managerie.co.uk (Info for Managerie) TR

To: Uzueka@aol.com Rl

715 sunwey continued NotPot series
st 0 29/4/00 = st 16 26/4/00
29/4/00 all forward
01 31 108 O
1-2 4.2 322 -38 2=bolt start of NotPot :1st pitch

23 134 100 -75

34 28 80 -6 4=boltrebelay to get off top of 2nd pitch
4-5 1.8 293 -62 5=bolt 2nd pitch

5=18=bolt

18-17 253 354 87

1716 15 160 0O 16=bolt 3rd pitch

16-156 122 0 90
16-14 1.7 146 5
1413 37 137 -1
1212 117 1T 70
12-11 1.3 276 0O 11=bolt 5th pitch

11-10 100 0 -90 bottom insignificant fissures in 3m sandstone

bed .
end Not Pot series

Start upper level

st 0 29/4/00 =st 0 26/4/00

0-3 3.1 235 61 oldinlet rope attached 3 bolts up into old inlet

1=traverse bolt

13=bolt 4th pitch

>What happened in 715 on the 29th (Saturday?) - the log book entry (28th)
has

>you running out of tackle at the top of a 10m pitch? You might have
>mentioned it, but in the rush to get away I've forgotten! If you can email

a

>brief account (which Il stick in the log book) and any more suney notes,
i 5

>can print out a new plan / elevation for drawing on.

>(You may want your sketch scanned to you for reference?)
Description to follow.

Sunday: We had an interesting last day with request via Pablo to get a foal
from an 'ole, but it was dead and had rigor mortis so the farmer said leave
it. Have suney of the hole (20m shaft with 6m too tight rift continuing to
the east), but | think we may have been down it last Easter on our walk on
top between the hole in the road and Ezuska.

Then did our covering the pirates hole bit, took photo of gate on hole in

the raod, checked Terry and Harry long's bramble bush hole next to boil in
the bag, but it is 3m tco tight rift to fioor, no draught. Then back up road

to Blakey's hole 200m further up raod from hole in the road, but no go” Then
20m down spotted 10 x 2 inch suspiciious hole which we opened up to reveal
50m of old passage going under hill and also under the raod. Surveyed and
photoed it, name: The Road Show. possible dig in mud floor with helictites.
No obvious draught, but not that sort of day. Sam has pics, Snablet has
notes. | will send scanned pic later of sketch.

O what fun.

Pleasant crossing back. No conwersations with customs and back before
midnight.

5
= o
1487

(506 f“%‘;’“




Subj: Re: Matienzo Easter

Date  04/05/2000 22:41:13 GMT Daylight Time
From: info@managerie.co.uk (Info for Managerie)
To: Uzueka@aol.com

>Thanks Jim. 1l take a look at the data at the weekend. Cheque made
payable

>to me please. What happened in Shrimpbone?

They got through the bedding and followed the stream to an inlet series
ending in many awens. @ 300m passage suneyed i think, BUT it is going ...
North! They apparently ignored the big boulder choke at the start. Were out
on time to have a drink in the Riano bar and hawe some meals on wheels from
the van. Also got back to the bar in time for another and another... Pringle
and Pedro had kept it open, apparently on fruit juice.

Jim

With the compliments of

Managerie Training Systems

There are NO attachements to this email

http://www. managerie.co.uk




The second trip was a bit shorter - only 15 hours. No problems
outefinding, just a long slog to the end and the lump hammer and chisel ate
Rich's tackle bag on the way in. The Duckham Sump Wwas significantly worse
than the previous trip, we were thankful of the bit of rope we'd put in,

and it had obviously been sumped following the rain from a couple of days
before. The other noticeable change was that the draught was going the

other way all the way through and was blowing up Shrimpbone rather than
down as it had done 2 few days earlier. At the end, Rich went up thepitth ~  — i
and it only took a couple of good swings with the hammer to knock the major
obstacle to progress off, and after rerigging the pitch Snablet & | R
followed up.

The slot at the top of the pitch opened out almost immediately to an i
elongated, well decorated, oval chamber. At the opposite end, a 3m

waterfall came down off the edge of a 2m deep false floor only a couple of

inches thick at it's outer edge. Above and behind the slot at the top of

the initial pitch the massive calcited boulder pile continues on up with

several black spaces visible for 15m oOr S0. Climbs up into this were 100
steep and slippery 100 consider with the gear we had.

Rich tried throwing a couple of rocks at the false floor as Snablet &1
started surveying. The false floor held. We looked up at it, and umm'd and
err'd and tried climbing up the wall next to it. Bugger - We thought. We
weren't going to be beaten, so Snablet leant on Rich as he perched on a
crumbly ledge on the wall and hammered hell out of the floor - this had the
offect of diverting the stream down Rich's arms and giving Snablet an =
unwelcome afternoon shower. Still it didn't take long for the floor to be
hammered back cnough that Rich could be launched up - We were in.

[ derigged the ladder and passed this on up to0 Rich who rigged itoffa

stal boss and off we went surveying into a slightly smaller version of
shrimpbone inlet. The passage was generally a joint controlled rift 1.5m -
2m high though in places the stream meanders turned this into a low tube /
bedding. After 50m or SO We started meeting Cross rifts which generally
went a few m's to small avens (10 - 15m high 7) Some nice long straws in
places also. After ~150m (7 - you'll need to add up the survey legs) a -
junction was met with a tall Tift going right and left. Left, wentto 2

climb up and a tall aven. Right, went through a calcited slot into 2
chamber at the base of several large dripping avens (20 - 30m maybe more,
It was hard to see with failing carbides. The stream we had been following
was not evident in this aven area, though whether it came from water ——
percolating through the sand and rocks at the base of the avens or from
clsewhere was not clear. This aven area was dubbed 'Mongooses don't jump'
in honour of the small plastic novelty ice cream container that had been
acquired in the Bakers the night before and followed us down, 1t's now
bravely manning the survey station in the terminal chambery bit - awaiting
explorers to drop in sometime !

This was as far as we could go, so We packed up and headed back. The ladder —— ——
is still in place on the 2nd up pitch and pulled out ot the water. There

e ————



was only one set of SRT kit so Rich went down first and got a brew going,
Next went Snablet, "Gear's on the end of the rope" he eventually shouted
up. [ went to haul the rope up, and discovered somewhat worryingly that the
rope's sheath had been cut right through and slipped down a metre or two.
Mmmmmm.

I set about rerigging what rope was left and discovered that once rerigged
the end the others had abseilled down was now too short to reach the
bottom. MMMMMmmmmmmmm

I derigged the rope, being careful not to drop it down the pitch !! and
managed to gain enough rope to re-rig the top of the original climb. I then
had to perform some entertaining swinging / climbing acrobatics whilst
derigging and rerigging the original climb up. I managed to recover most of
the gear left on the climb and the pitch is now reasonably rigged up the
wall out of the water (until the top that is - see diagram in the log

book!!.)

HENOTE*** It would be worth telling the next team in, that they should
bring a sturdy new rope and possibly some climbing / rigging gear as I
wouldn't trust that climbing rope to last another party going up & down it.

After a bit of food we packed up - and headed out - It was a relief to get

back through Duckham Sump and apart from a twinging back, being knackered

and having stagel Shrimpbone Fever (a squitty bottom) the trip out was
almost a pleasure. We arrived back in Riafio to find Jim & Terry had done a
sterling job in keeping the bar open AND brought over an excellent mountain
stew. Even better, Andy Pringle had been keeping German's open, drinking
Orange an Pink alternately (Cointreau and Pacheran)

Full marks to the support team.

The last day, if you haven't had a report yet, involved finding and

surveying Hole in the Road #2 (~40m) I've got a load of pictures of the
pretty's in there. I'll try and buy/beg/borrow a scanner, scan them in and

mail them to you sometime (Or I could pop over with them at some point and
explain the survey notes, once Snablet has sent them to you perhaps?) There
was an abortive foal rescue - D.O.A. at the bottom of the pitch. And

another door installed.

Excellent Easter all round - I've nearly recovered now.
See you soon,

Sam.




MATIENZO CAVES PROJECT



